Kay Wong Gee

Tapa 1 Side A

! 014 {: Kay Wong Gee, what is vour name? Can you please tell me?
© A: Gee Wong Howe ‘ .
016 (@ Where do you live?
A: -
Q: What number? :
A: 839,
Q: Street, is that in L,A.7
At Yes,
018 Q: Eay Gee, when did you come to the U.8.? How old are you this year?
Ar 74,
020 Q: 74. What year were vou born?
A1 Oh, 13507.
021 Q: Apné what is your Chinese name?
A: Gee Wong Howe.
023 Q: Gee Wong Howe, how old were you when you came to the U,5.7
A 32,
024 Q: Arcund 327
A: That's zbout right.
025 Q: Which village did wvou live in?
A: In China, Dai Sun .
Q: Where did you live?
A: Tn Sun Chuen y Tight?
G: Sun Chuen?
A: It was Bun Chuen.
028  Q: Sunm Chuen, China. When vou were living in the village, did you ever
go to school?
A: 1 went to school for a few years and studied Chinese. I studied
Chinase for a few vears.
030 Q: Then besides that, what did your farcher study?
A: My father went out to Sun Cheung to do business.
s Sun Cheung was in Toiseng , right?
A Mmm.
033 (Q: He was in business. Did he make a2 lot of monev?
A: He didn't make that much. At that time, my grandfather went to the
J.5., s0 1.,
T 634 (: Then your mother dida't work?
A: She worked., My mother was also very capable,
G: Whar did she do?
A: She also farmed. She could plant 6 of 1land by hergelf,
037 @: By herself she planted 6..
A: My wother was also very...
Q: 6 what of land?
A: 6 .
Q: What does rhat mean?
A: She..,.
03% Q: She planted 6 dou of land all by herself,
A: 6 dou., My grandfather hought some,.
G: He bought some propexty, is that &7
A Mmm.,
Q: He bought a lot of Iland?
A: He bhought land, 13 of land.
043 Q: What vear did vou get married?
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Let me see. Forty this year, seventy-four... I got married when I
was 19. I can't remember what year that was.

You got married when you ware 197 How did vou meet vour husbhand?
Seomeone introduced us. He came back from the U.S5. When he cane
back, someone introduced us.

S0 someone introduced him te vou, and your father and mother said,
"He's a good man, marry him!"™ Is that what happened? 5
Yes. Someone introduced him to this good girl, and he came to sse.
me. That's how it was,

After you got married, your husband, at that time he was still here,
after you got married, where did he go?

He came back here foxr 3 vears.

He came back to the U.S. for 3 vears?

After 3 vears he went home to build a new house, and his son was
exactly 3 vears old. Then he got me over.

When ha got you over, did he come with you?

No, I came mysalf with my son, we came over by hoat.

Yhen you came te the U.S,, which city did you live in?

1 came to .

{ )7 VWhy did you go to { V7

Because my husband had bought a little store there. For a little
money he bought it, so we could live in the back of the store and do
business, do a bit of business.

So at that time your husband already at a store?

¥,

So you lived in the back of the store? What kind of business did you
do?

We were in the sundries business, we sold meat, ete,

That is, a grocery store?

Mmm,

How long did vou do that?

We did it for over a vear, over a year. Our son was 8 vears old, 8
vears old. was born in .

How many children do you have?

He was 5 yvears old.

How many children do you have? One son?

Minm, 4 daughters,

80 how long did vyou and vour husband live in the U.5.7%

For a long time, he even brought me with him when he went back.. (Q:
S0 he went back over there?)

How long did your husband stay din the U.5. after he came back with
you?

Be came later, with our son.

Yes, how long after he came before he...

He came, 6 years .. -

Then your husband passed away?

That was.. 7 or 8 years.

What happened teo you when your husband passed awav? What about the
store?

8 vears? 5 years? & years? Il wmonths? T gradveally learned to
handle it by myself, ¥ had no choice,.

Why didn't vou have any choice?
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T had no choice., I was hurting, so I closed the store and lived
elsewhere for 4 months before coming back, but if I cloused the store
we had nothing to eat!

Then after 4 months, wvhere did you go?

I came back, 1 came back and later I hired someone to take care of
the store.

Afrer you came back, vou hired someone to lock after the store, Lhen
vou rented the store out to someone? :

Yes, several streets over. 1 spent over ten dollars and rented a
place there to live.

Then how much rent did vou chargﬂ9 For your store?

Sometimes I rented it for $35 or $40.

Then do you still have that store there?

No, Now the children are all grown up, they've all gone away, so I
sold it. ‘

Then after vou sold it, you...

The building was worth $3,000 or 85,000, Still, I sold it.

Then did you go out and get a job to support yvour children?

Yes, I went around with thea to shine shoes.
, how much per box?
7 per hox,
7 per box, and how many boxes did you do per day?
I did a hundred boxes a dav.
A hundred boxes?

T guffered go much, the foreman told me not to do so many. I said I
had heavy rvesponsibilities, I had to make enough for us to eat.

Sc you went to shine shoes...

Ae the children grew up, they locked for work, and so I...

When there were no more shoes to shine, what did you do?

Then I took cars of the children, cooked, took them to school.

If there were no more shoes to shine, how could you stay at home to
look after several kids? Did you do anvthing besides shine shoes?

T alsc went te my niece at and worked for several

months, , ten ( Y.

You went to vour niece at to tie ondons ans
gcallions? Ten a bunch.

Ten 2 bunch.

How much could you make each day doing that?

Oh, sometimes I could make as much as arcund 83, maybe $1-2.

That would be enough to mest your needs . Things ware
cheap, and 53+ was a lot of money. Was that enough for you to get by
on?

Mmm. Then the children started working, and they told me to stop, so
I went back home.

Then what else did you do?

: My son was working, and my daughters also were looking for jobs.

Did you do any other kinds of work?

No. Sometimes { b} to Uncle Wong's, I go over there very
aarly to help someone lock after several voung children.

S0 you also locked after children for people?

Mum, I only did that for a few weeks, twenty-odd thirty dollars. 1
did it for several weeks and then she increased the pay, saying that
I was very goed at it and so forth, but later I stopped doing it,
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She paid me over ten dollars and I worked for 5 months. After a time
it was toe hard and T stopped doing it.

Besides taking care of children at home for other people, what othex
work did do you for them?

I dida't do anything else.

Then you haven't worked in several decades? *
I garden a bit at home and grow some vegetables, which I sell to
restaurants.

You used to grow vegetable in the back of the house?

Mmm,

You soid them to restaurants?

I don't work anymore, I let my children work and I just cook at home
and so on. ;

Then when did you move out to L.A, to live?

Tn the year ( Y, (Q: 7 vears) 1 moved here and lived with (
) on ( ) Streetr, I depended on my granddaughter, lived there
for & vears, Then I wanted to come out and join the old people

» s0¢ T left. She said if vou want to go, go, it's up to you.

Then do you feel it was better to move cut to L.A.?

It was a bit betrer, I had company, old people had company, and Tong

Gow Yu brought me there. 1 went and did a bit of s
and then I went to select bricks,

Pick bricks? How manyv bricks ?

Cne a day, one a day.

And then you later went to work in a kitchen?

I got two or three dollars. It made it easiar to make ends meet.
YouTre 74 vears old now. How many years have you stopped working?

T haven't worked in a long time.

Then how do vou pass the time of day now?

T make here at the Cld Folke Clud and sell them.
Auntie Gee give me about fifty tickets and I go sell them for a
dollar a ticket. 1T ask, "What do vou do with this?" "We take it to
the bank.," I've been doing this for about two years now,

You made there?

Here I do whatever they ask me to. I'm very happy with the two of
them, T also help the 0ld Felks Club sell meals, and when something
comas up I go with Auntie Wong Chung . It's very nice. Then
what do I do? fter eating at the 0id Folks Club, T come up here.
Afrer a Chinese meal. T tell Auntie Gee, I'd like to fund~raise for
a dollar a ticketr and go to a restaurant. She said, "Even if our

01d Folks Club dnvited , 1t'd ba s0 big. The one
cutside, noew the goverament has money, many come and get the big one
{777), so now we can't leave." (Laughter) ’

What else do you do now?

Nothing, I don't do anvthing. I cook.

Now you just eat?

Mmrn.

Then vou.....

I come down hers to Hong Kong Low and sit a while, and then I go
home, Then 1 rest a while.

Why do veu come here every day to eat?

I come every day.

You come every day to eat at Hong Kang Low, don't you?
I bought 2 long~term ticket!
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A long-term ticket. What do vou do about Iunch?

For lunch I f£ix something to eat at home, I cook vhatever.

You live in a room now? There's no nlace for you to...

It's a cheap room, I'm living there temporarily. I hope I'11 be
lucky enough to get into the housing for the elderly. )
Would vou like to have a garden in the place where you live, so that
vou could grow vegetables? You wouldn't? Then what would you do?
Come here all day? : '
How many old ladies live there? Sixty-iive.. (g

How many old ladies live there?

Lan, old Auntie Wong wag there last night, that makes
three; there’'s old wan sim (7) that couple, and 0ld Lady Cheung,
there!

How many peopie are there in the housa?

Five rooms, with one person in each voom. That couple also has one
room. I carry my own two bucketrs of water myself..

whnere do you go to fetch the watch?

Next door to the Mexican at the end, in number 9.

What do you do with the water?

I fatch it for cooking. I cook with an electric cocker.

Then where do you wash your dishes and vegetables?

There's a sink in Room #9.

There's only one sink?

Mom. One sink, it's for common usa., There's a men's room and a
women'g. Toom.

Then can't you juet wash vegetables there without fetching water?
You can just wash them there, you don’t have to carry water!

I also carry some back, It's good to walk over there. It's only
nine rooms, very close by,

Yoo use an electric rice cooker, right?

Mmm, here I use an electric cocker.

Is it easy to use an electric cooker?

Yes. Mrs. Wong has a bic . a set of .
The old building, in the future when they finish building the housing
for the elderly, everything will be uniform, and the old building
will be torn down.

You know everyone here, don't you?

There aren't any anymore, It's hayd to find a room! It's nice if
the landlord trusts me. If you beleive in Christ then in the future
yvou should find someone who believes in Christ to live with you, that
would be nice. Auntie Wong, T gave it to her and she teock the room,
with her . The two of them are in Rooms 6 and 7, and
they are Buddhists, I'm the only one who believes in Christ.

Any religion is all right, isn't it?

Yes, seek truth from the facts, everyone has thelr own preference
{(rest indistincr}.

What time do you go to sleep at night?

Sometimes I sing some psalms. On Sundays, after going to church I
come back and memorize these, what we sang on page 9 and so on, I
ging them again, and sometimes...

You sing by yourself?

Yes, and I practise them. The teacher said, you have to practise
when veu go home, and learn them wall.

Do you go ocut at night?
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Why don't you go out at night?

How would I dare go out so late at night, rvight? Sometimes my
daughter invites me over for some reason, like she invited me for
dinner teomorrow. ' '
That's nice. -
My birthday is on this January 28.

January 28, isn’t that past?

Last year 1 ate s and this vear 1'1l1 eat .
It's like that every year. )

: You have encugh money now? Rent is $60 a month,

I have enough. When 1 sold that store, my children listened to me
and sold it for 818,000, They didn't want any of it, and ever give
me gsome money from time to time,

: Do you sometimes get from the government...
: No, I haven't gotten it yet. There's still a hundred-odd dollars

thatr I haven't gotren vet. They give {?) me 330 a month, and I get
$2 ¢ } from the bank. 48 years ( } now., I got it last
night. They invited me to dinner, and I had a lucky packet. My
grand... .

Then vou're very sharp. At vour age, vou're supporting yourself?
Several good children, they take care of you .
They ask me to dimner at my gon-in-~law's house, and before finishing
T {indistinct).

You're very frugal, supporting yourself Iike this., Yeu must be over
70 ysars old this year? That's very nice.

: Ah Chiu was only 45!

How come he passed away so young, only 457 Why?

: He overworked himself at his business.

What happened? Did he get sick?

Thw whites were so good to us! My son had » and several large
companies had . This (?8) bov was s¢ lucky, when he
graduated from high school he got a scholarship to wozk and go to
school. After he finished 4 vears of collegs, he spent 4 years in

the Navy, :

Why did Uncle Chiu die zo young? Had he gotten sick?

Ok, the old in these days entered his

bady...... »{indistinct), and he didn't go wash it off! He didn't

wash out Hls intestines! That's how it happened! It was so
unfortunate,

He {indistinct), was that an illness?

That's being short-Ilived! This swmall town had few Cblnese in it, and
with so few Chinese, nobody could look after you.

: Which church do you go to now?

There's a new one, and also an old one.

Is one of them called the Baptist Church?

Yes, ves.

Do you go with.,.

Yip Sing Cheong's I go with Auntie Gee. The
Christian Church, T go with Auntie Wong to the Christian Church every
day at 9 o'clocek, and I come back around 12:30 or so.

: You have a son and three daughters. What dees your son do?
: My son teachest
: Teachas? Does he teach in z junior- ?

o,
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My son teaches,

That's nice. OUne daughter is .
"Baby," the second one, is a at
Oh, she's a ? What about the othar one?

Thedir own one won't work (7) (indistinct), it’s here.
What about the second dauvghter?

teaches, Anna works in the Water Dept, &
Oh, she works in the Water Dept. here? .
T haven't given any to Anna, I don't cave what she does.

Then you're very good. How old is Anpa?
Anna's 30,
She's 307
I don't care what she does.
That's nice. Your children are so good, they come often to visit
you.
Thev're all well-hahaved and they have good jobs. That brings me
good fortune. The worst thing is if they don't work, then even
supporting vou in your old age becomes a problem. ({Laughter) So,
I'w bringing myself sowme good fortune,
That's why 1 say vou’re doing very well.
Several times a day, that's pretty good. *s son came here
again. I said I've been eating MSC at Hong Kong Low for 7-8 years
now. You cook up a few vegetables at home, my eldest daughter will
eat here with me. My thizd sister's bought 3 houses. Her husband
rung g nightclub in .
They don't uge MSG in Hong Kong Low, do they?
We askad her not to.
No, sha didn't use any.
Don't use any, just cock a few vegetables and that'1ll be fine.
There's no M3G now,
Nona.
And the food has dimproved.
Yes, and vou're in good health?
Yes, but they keep the window open. Once T ecame to eat at Hong Kong
Low, I don't remember if it was on a Wednesday or a Thursday. I came
up for a while, and it was cold. 1 dida't coma over
to eat for three weeks, My daughrer did rhis and that and bought me
this and that and wouldn't let me go out. My eldest daughter does
that seldom. The voungest dasughter teachers music. I adopted her.
She's the best one.
Is she your own?
Mmm.
You adopted her?
So alrogether that makes 4 daughters. I pretend I'm eating at her
home. {Laughter)
That's nice.

for a vear, Sowmetimes I take the bus to my
son-in-law's apartment. On Saturdavs, after lunch, there are dozens
of markets there .
Where is her apartment?
M.J. feor a2 long time. Now thare's less
business. The eldest daughter sowmetimes does some..... |
Was your eldest dauvghter born here or in China?
In China.

4
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In China. When you came....

He was in the army and wanted to go back to get married. At that
time I thought, that Auntie Gee had opened up a restaurant here,
let's see if there were any people in the army? Just then her father

told me, "™Marriages are fixed by destiny. My second son - on
July 10." That's what he told me. I bought a box of candy to

and took a losk. "My family is so good, the children are so >
obedient, and they are have guch accomplishments.” That's how 1t was

fixed,

That's nice. .

It was arranged, but he also had a son who hadn't (7married). The
world was very difficult, He came in 1936, and I in 1937. You don't
know how slow things were. We were only making a little more than
ten dollars from ouy business. I learned a few words of Spanish, so
I hired twe Mexican women and 1 slowly taught them.... {(Sighs) I
endured a lot of hardehips then, but no longer. Now I shudder at the
sight of work,

You don't have to endure any hardships now!

Yes, I just eat.

Neow you're still in good health, you should get someting to eat.

I exercise regularly, I like very much to exercise,

That's 1t, go exercise a bit. What kinds of Western dishes do you
1ike? Chinese dishes? Do you like teo eat everything?

I eat everything, that's it. Let me go buy a couple of bowls of taro
cake,

T'11 be finished with ocur talk in a moment. What else would vou like
to tell me? How many grandchildren do you have?

My son was in the military for four years, where he met Brother Wong
Ming Sam and introduced him., He also knows a few words of
Chinese. He came when he was only three, He knows a few wordg of
Chinese. He's good at accounts and everything, in

. After graduation he became the , and a Mexican
was the gecond-ranking one, the president. That's like what we call
the "chairman" in Chinese.

I was asking about how many grandchildren you have.

Sons?

Sons, how many grandchildren?

There are twin boys, 17 vears old, working in the

company. 19 years old. My daughter-in-law didn't want any more, she
wanted a daughter, but they had ancother boy. 8 years old.

So that makes 3 children?

My eldest dauvghter's son got married. Thev have 2 sons and a
daughter. There's also the youngest daughter. She's in college and
working in a bank. As for Baby, she has a daughter and son. (

) wants two daughters but she doesn't.

That makes 10 altogether. You've raised 10 grandchildren?

That's not enough. Get married. I don't care what she does.

A total of 10 grandchildren.

Many are like that.

She gets married, let her...

She also bought herself a house,.

That's very good.

Yes. Now I have no cares and worries. I go to church all day, I'm
very happy. They feed me all day.
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You go to church, and you read?

I have no worries about anything, I don't. T just sing, I take a
religious book, read it and digest the wheole thing. When I'm tirved I
sleep, and if T get hungry I fix something to eat.
What is your favorite food?

I eat everything, I eat some of everything.

That's good.

There's food right outside the door! Sometimes I buy it here, and if
it doesn't taste good, 1 eat next door.

What do you eat next door? Is that Tin Seung Tin?

Some rice dishes.

At Tin Seung Tin?

Tin Seung Tin?

Have you ever eaten at Tin Seung Tin?

Yes, I have.

Did vou like 4it?

T just had a couple of fried bean-curd cakes, several dimes each,
Where is your favorite eating place?

.

Tt makes no difference where I eat. Auntie Lai Ming took me to
a restaurant, we looked arocund and bought something to eat. T have
time, and she's also . She didn't come last
night.

Kay Gee, what else would you like to tell us?

There isn't much more to say. Now I go to the 0ld Folks Club, and
. In 1977 Uncle Lai Ming asked me how old T was. I

said I couldn't remember. I was born in 1907, is that 70 or 717

You're 74, 74 years old this year.

So he dragged me over to receive an award. He introduced me, my

background, just like that. There was a dinnner and I recelved thia

prize, what is it called?

It's called an "award."

What!

You received the award,

Received the award?

"Received,”" vou got it; a prize, Yaward."

"Receive," I used to...

Kay Gee, 1f there isn’t much more you'd like to say, then we'll end

here, 0OK?

Fine.

Then thank you.

I'm going to eat at my daughter's tomocrrow.

T gee, that's nice, Thank you!

(Ead)
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