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SHORT HISTORY OF CASTELAR

Castelar School was originally named Castelar Street School. In 1965, Hill
Street extended to the north from downtown Los Angeles and Castelar Streeet
was changed to North Hill Street. At the same time, the word 'street' was
deleted from the school name and it became Castelar School.

Inside of 100 years, Castelar School has undertaken a great transformation

from its original site on the southwest corner of College and Castelar Streets
to the southeast corner of College and Yale Streets. In 1882, Castelar Street
School was a 4-room school with an enrollment of approximately 300-400 students.
The staff consisted of 4 teachers, which included the principal, and served
grades 1 through 8. The student population was approximately one-third of
Spanish surnames and the remaining two-thirds of Anglo surnames.

Today in 1982, Castelar School has 33 classrooms with an enrollment of approxi-
mately 1100 students. The staff includes 42 teachers, 1 principal, 1 assistant
principal and a supportive staff of 10 people serving Kindergarten through 6th
grades. The student population now is about 80% Asians, 197 Hispanics, and 1%
others. Six adult English classes in the evening hours round out the educational
program at Castelar.

Castelar School is unique and has the distinct features of being the second oldest
continuing school in the district, the only school with an attached Children's
Center and Public Library, and has the largest number of Indochinese refugees of
any school in the district.

After 100 years of educating students, Castelar continues to grow. With the
present facilities having a capacity for housing only 800 students, Castelar began
a Year-Round Program in the 1981-82 school year to accomodate the growing student
population.
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UNA HISTORIA CORTA DE CASTELAR

La Escuela Castelar fue originalmente llamada Escuela Calle Castelar. En 1965, la
Calle Hill se extendid hacia el norte del centro de Los Angeles y a la Calle Castelar
se le cambicd el nombre a Calle Hill Norte. Al mismo _tiempo, la palabra 'calle" fué
eliminada del nombre de la escuela convirtiendose asi en Escuela Castelar.

En menos de 100 afios, La Escuela Castelar a pasado por una gran transformacidon desde
su lugar original del la esquina suroeste de la calles College y Castelar hacia la
esquina sureste de las calles College y Yale. En 1882, la Escuela Calle Castelar ers
una escuela de 4 salones con una membresia de aprox1madamente 300 a 400 estudiantes.
La facultad consistia de 4 maestros, entre los cuales estaba incluido el principal,
que sirvieron a los grados primero al ocho. La populacidn estudiantil era de aproxi-
madamente una tercera parte de apellidos hispanos y los restantes dos tercios de
apellidos anglosajones.

Hoy en 1982, la Escuela Castelar tiene 33 salones de clases con un estudiantado de
aproximadamente 1100 estudiantes. La facultad incluye 42 maestros, un pr1nc1pa1

un asistente principal y 10 personas que forman una facultad de respaldo ue sirven
a los grados de kindergarten al sexto. Hoy la populacidn estudiantil es de un 807%
Asiatica, 197 Hispana y 17 de otros. Seis clases de ingles para adultos en la tarde
redondean el programa educacional en la Escuela Castelar.

La Escuela Castelar es unica y tiene la distincidn de ser la segunda escuela mas
antigua en el distrito, la Unica escuela con Centro de Nifios y Libreria Publica que
forman parte de la escuela. Tiene también el numero mas elevado de refueiados Indo-
chinos de cual quier otra escuela en el distrito.

Después de 100 anos educando estudiantes, la Escuela Castelar continua creciendo.
Con las facilidades presentes con una capac1dad para solamente 800 estudiantes, esta
escuela comenzo en el ano escolar 1981-82 un Programa de Clases de Todo el Aflo, para
dar cabida a la creciente populacidon estudiantil.
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Illustration by:
TRAN TIN TRUNG

This drawing by Tran Tin Trung was
on the cover of the 1980 Bilingual
Resources magazine. It was the
First Place winner of the

1981 Asian American Bilingual Center
Student Art Contest, Division IIL.
Tran was in the fifth grade at
Castelar Elementary School in

Los Angeles, California.
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Castelar School
840 Yale Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012
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BAK PANG YOUNG
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William Chun Hoon, Principal
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