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Introduction.
James Chan (JC) lives in Los Angeles.
JC's parents were born in san Francisco. JC was born
in Old Chinatown in Lo s Angeles wheretJ..e Union Station
is located now.
JC was born on May 23, 1910.
JC lived with his parents in Los Angeles. He does not
know when his parents came to Los Angeles.
JC's family spoke mostly Chinese at home. JC's father
spoke.a little English.
JC's father worked as 'a vegetable peddler. He had a
horse and buggy. He peddled around the city of Los
Angeles.
JC's father got the vegetables at the Ninth street
market. There were all types of people working there
not only Chinese.
JC's father bought a horse and buggy and would peddle
the vegetables to different places. JC would accompany
his father at times.
The vegetable peddlers started the day at two o'clock
in the morning. They would pick up their vegetables
and peddle them all day.
JC's father owned his own horse and buggy. They kept
the horses on Apablasa Street in a horse barn. The
barn later became a baseball field.
There were about 50 horses kept there. the horses had
disappeared and the place became a vacant lot before it
was a baseball field.
Chinatown was very small in the 1920' s--there we re
about 2 or 3 thousand people there at the most.
In the 1920's, Chinatown was five blocks long. It was
about 100 feet wide. It was basically OLe street and a
few alley ways.
There was a railroad track running right through the
center of Chinatown. The tracks divided Chinatown into
its'east and west side.
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Summary
The Chinese did not do much in the 1920's. A lot of
Chinese were in the vegetable peddling business in
order to make a living.
There were quite a few laundries at that time around
town. There were also quite a few restaurants in
Chinatown. JC was too young to know what was going on
outside.
Chinatown was stagnant from the 1920's to the 1930's.
There was a lot of prejudice at that time so the
Chinese did not go and work in the American community.
One would be lucky to get a job outside Chinatown.
During the 1930's there were no jobs and there were
bread lines. The Chinese were just as bad off as the
Americans were.
JC attended Hewitt Street Grammar School. He also went
to Jefferson High School.
There was a mixture of Mexicans and Chinese at these
schools. The two ethnic groups would get along
sometimes.
Most of the Chinese would stay together in Chinatown.
Most of JC's friends were Chinese. JC would play with
everyone at school.
During the 1920's and 1930's, JC's mother would go and
get Chinese herbs when JC was sick. JC's family did
not visit any American doctors at that time because
money was scarce. Most of the Chinese in Chinatown
were the same way at that time.

Je's father delivered all his own children. JC has one
brother and one sister. JC's brother is Allen and his
sister is Jennie. JC's sister is older than he is
while his brother is younger than he is.
JC does not know how the other Chinese families
delivered their babies.
JC does not know if his father had birth certificates
made up for his children.
JC's family would drink Chinese herb tea.
JC played baseball in 1927. Some of the other Chinese
children also played baseball--they did not have many
players. They were mostly American born children. The
China born Chinese did not care for baseball.
The Chinese did not listen'to music as a form of
recreation at that time. The Chinese did not have
anything in those days. There was no money and no
celebrations.
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Summary
Some of the Chinese would send money back to China in
order to help their relatives.
Most of the Chinese before Ivorld War II wozked in
Chinatown. JC applied for a job in the American
community and the employer asked him why he should hire
JC if there were so many white Americans out of work.
He also told JC to go find a job with the Chinese. The
white Americans discouraged the Chinese from working
for them. Not many Chinese worked for white Americans.
Things did not open up for the Chinese until after
World War II. There was a lot of prejudice before
that.
In the 1930's, $65 a month was considered good money.

.$10 a week was considered pretty good. In those days,
you were lucky if you had a job for 25 cents an hour.
Some of the Chinese went to work in the defense plants
during World War II but most of them were in the
service.

JC was a boys scout master from 1935 to 1941 when the
war started. There were about twenty kids in his
troop. JC does not know how'he got involved in boy
scouts. When JC went into the service, his brother,
Allen, took over, and after that Dr. Edward Lee took
over and that was the end of that.
The Chinese boy scouts did everything a boy scout
should do. There was no girl scouts because there were
not that many girls around.
There were three churches in Chinatown that JC
remembers--the Methodist, Presbyterian, and another
church. The minister was Miss Early who was a
Caucasian lady that would come to Chinatmm and bring
the kids to Church. The Church was a small two by
four. The preaching was done in English although the
Church was in Chinatown. It was more like a house or
store. About ten or fifteen people would attend the
Sunday services. This was in the 1920's--the church
did not last very long.

The Chinese at that time would save their money since
money was hard to come by in those days. Some of them
would gamble but people with families would save their
money.
The gambling houses were wide open in Chinatown at that
time.
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Summary
In 1925 JC's family moved to 21st and San Pedro. It
was more of an American neighborhood. They moved out
of Chinatown because they wanted their privacy.
At that time, the Chinese were starting to move out of
Chinatown.
That was considered quite a way from Chinatown. In
those days, the Chinese were not allowed to buy houses
so when the opportunity came around, they would take
it. JC got that house through a Caucasian friend.
After moving in that house, they changed the name to
their own name.
The neighbors did not get mad at them for moving in.
Some of the other Chinese may have done the same thing.
JC did not know of any Chinese that were involved in
politics in China in the 1930's.

In the 1920's and the 1930's, the older generation in
Chinatown felt an obligation to their family in China.
The children did not know the relatives in China.
JC did not know of any Chinese on the breadlines. The
Ch.i.nes e would just save whatever money t:hey had and eat
less during the Depression. The Chinese we r'every
close together and took care of each other.
In the 1920's and 1930's, the Chinese did not mix with
the Caucasians. The Caucasians never came down to
Chinatown to make trouble. The Americans would come
and celebrate Chinese New Years. Tbere was a crowd at
that time but such a crowd was no comparison to the
crowds there are today.
The Caucasians would also go to Chinatown on the
weekends to eat.
There would be dragon dances during Chinese New Years.
There would also be firecrackers. There were no bands
in those days. The Mei Wah drum corp came into being
in the late 1930's.

When JC's family moved to 21st Street the Caucasian
kids did not pick on them. They minded their own
business and JC's family minded their own business too.
Some Chinese may have experienced difficulties with the
American community depending on where they lived.
If you want to meet people you have to show them your
friendship. The neighbors became friendly once they
got used to JC's family.
After high school, JC was a bellhop at the Wilshire
Hotel at Wilshire and Park View. It was a classy
place. JC worked there in the 1930's. There were
three other Chinese bel1shops that worked in the
apartment house.
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Summary
That was the only hotel that hired Chinese bellhops at
that time.
JC worked there for a few years. He then looked for
another job. By then the war came along and JC went
into the service. JC was in the Navy.

JC served in the Pacific.
After the war, JC worked in the market and then worked
for the county. He then worked for the city. he then
worked for Kaiser. He ended up working for the
Department of Water and Power. JC is now retired.
JC thinks that the Chinese have done a lot better than
the general population in Los Angeles. The Chinese are
more intelligent and ambitious.
There is a similarity between the Chinese and the
Jewish people. Both know how to make money in
business.
In the 1920's the Chinese men would return to China to
get married because there were no Chinese women in the
United States. The American born Chinese were too
young to get married at that time. The American born
Chinese would return to China to get married if he
could not find a wife here. There were quite a few
Chinese women in San Francisco but much less in Los
Angeles.
There were not too many children in Chinatown in the
1920's and 1930's. They were mostly single men. There
were a lot of Chinese families at that time too.

In the 1920's and 1930's the Chinese preferred sons
rather than daughters even if they were American born.
The Chinese did not think much about interracial
marriages. They felt that the Chinese were for
Chinese. Att·itudes towards interracial marriages
changed after World War II.
JC attended Chinese school for two years. The child
had to be very intelligent in order to absorb Chinese
and English at the same time.

There were about 30 or 40 kids in the Chinese schools
in the 1920's and 1930's.
The kids attended Chinese school from about the age of
12 to 15.
The teacher at the Chinese school was Lo Leong. JC
does not know if he was American born.
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Summary
JC attended Chinese school after American school. The
Chinese classes went from four to five o'clock every
day. JC was able to read and write some Chinese.
Chinese school was fine for those that could 'absorb it
and were interested in learning Chinese. At that time,
JC did not t.hi.nkhe had much use for it so he did not
have much interest. Some students were also
,disinterested but others learned quite a lot.
In the 1920's and 1930's, the older Chinese generation
would talk about returning to China. The American born
Chinese did not talk about going to China because they
did not hav~ anything to do with China.

When JC was young, he did go and watch American movies.
In those days, a job was a job for the Chinese
regardless of what kind of roles they were told to do
in the movies.
In those days, the Chinese did not protest against the
Chinese portrayals in American movies. The Chinese
were solely interested in the money they could make in
those, movies.
There were no movie theaters in Ch.i.na-t.own in those
days. JC went to Fifth and Main in order to see the
movies. That was the center of town in those days.
In the 1920's, the Chinese did not have many employment
opportunities. Even by the 1930's, the professional
jobs were closed to the Chinese.
'I'heAmerican born Chinese did go to college in those
days. Some of them would study medicine. and dentistry.
Some of them did get into those fields. The Chinese
would look up to those that had professional jobs.
JC's father delivered his own children with the help of
a midwife .. The children were delivered at home.

JC also tried to go to the Forum on Pico Street way
out. When JC went there, they said, "No dogs,
Orientals, or Blacks allowed."

,There was also a lot of prejudice in the American
restaurants. They did not let the Chinese in. The
Chinese decided that if those restaurants did not want
their money, they would go somewhere that did want
their money. The Chinese would enjoy themselves more
at restaurants where the owners did not discriminate.
This was in the 1920's.
Discrimination against the Chinese continued through
the 1930's and did not end until after World War II.
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Summary
The Chinese did not try to get into big theaters.
Anyone was allowed to go to the baseball parks. The
Chinese were also allowed in parks.
During the war, JC also encountered racial
discrimination. He was in uniform when he took a train
in Washington D.C. and they refused to let JC sit in
the white section. JC was forced to go to the colored
section. The trains, bathrooms, and drinking fountains
were all racially segregated.

During the war, JC was stationed in Miami and then
transferred to Washington D.C. JC was in the navy
during the war. He was stationed in the Pacific Coast.
JC never saw any underground tunnels in Old Chinatown.
There were gambling houses in Old Chinatown. JC did
not see any opium dens or prostitution houses because
he was t.oo young.
JC heard that a Chinese man by the name of Lee
engineered the Second Street Tunnel. JC was very young
at that time. The tunnel is located at Second and
aii r..
JC's sister, Jennie Lee, may know more about the
engineer by the name of Lee, who built the Second
Street tunnel. She is a relative of the engineer.
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