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Introduction.
Ruth Kim Wong (RKW) was born in Bakersfield, California.
Father came from San Francisco. Mother came from a
small village in China in 1873. RKW's grandfather was a
wood carver for temples and could not find any jobs
during the famine. Mother remembered that one night
her father took her for a long, long walk (several days
and nights), to a harbor. He told her that an auntie
would take care of her and she would have rice every
day.

Mother talked about when she arrived in San Francisco
she was with a lot of other women. She always
remembered that her father told her to remember where
she came from. She always remembered that she was from
Lung On, Shong Ping.

Mother was very frightened when she arrived in San
Francisco. She heard people saying "She was too small,
we cannot use her." So she was taken to an American
house to be the house help. She had never seen any
American lady before and thought that she saw a ghost
and cried. Then she was taken back to Cameron House
where she learned needle work and other things. She
stayed there until she got married.
Mrs. Cameron saw a Chinese street preacher and liked
him. she asked if RKW's mother would like to meet her
future husband. Mother approved and got married.
At Cameron House mother would do sewing and some
embroidery. She also learned English there.

Father did know English and did interpreting for people
who hired Chinese laborers. Later on he became very
religious and conducted services in Chinatown.
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Summary
The family moved to Santa Barbara on a wagon from san
Francisco after the earthquake. Then they moved to
Bakersfield. Father decided to become a farmer.

Father was 34 when he got married. He was older than
RKW's mother (17 at the time).
RKW was born in 1909. As soon as her father got married,
he lost interest in being a preacher.
There were two Chinatowns in Bakersfield. Father was
very busy on the farm. There was a time ,when
California had a lot of tong wars. Father waR a member
of a tong. He was supposed to post an announcement of
his leaving. Father left San Francisco without such an
announcement and this later caused his death. One
morning he was shot on the way to the market.

RKW had an older brother who took care of the ranch.
Mother took care of their friends' babies. RKW was about
seven years old at the time.
There were seven children in the family. At the time
of her father's death, her brother was just finishing
high school and was ready to go t6 college. He had to
stop his education and take c~re of the family.
The family ranch was about ten acres or so. Brother
took care of everything at home.

Mother also worked on the vegetable farm. They had
Mexican help working on the farm.
RKW remembers that they used to have dinner outside in
the summer. A Mexican worker was upset with her father
and hurt him.
The family had four Mexican workers who lived in the
farm house on the ranch. There were some Chinese
workers too. The Chinese were much cleaner than the
Mexican workers.
The farm was no more than a couple of miles away from
home. They had Caucasian neighbors. One neighbor,
Mrs. Stevenson, would visit and tell them how to cook.

Mother was able to get along well with her neighbors.
RKW had three sisters and all the other brothers ahead of
'her.
They actually had two separate houses on the farm. The
older brother slept in one house where the kitchen was.
The rest of the children slept in the other house.
RKW went to a segregated school. They went to a school
for all Chinese.
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Summary
Delbert Wong went to the same school. When he was
there the school was less segregated than when RKW was
there.
All the Chinese in town went to the same school. When
RKW was in the third grade, her best friend stopped
talking to her. Her sister told her because she was
Chinese.
Teachers were very nice at school. In high school her
classmates always talked about things that RKW would not
think about. Mother told her that she should not do
something like that, so she just did not think about
it.

RKW went to Chinese school only for one term. Brother
was the only one in the family making money, so they
didn't have extra money for Chinese school.
It was too bad that her father was killed. Her brother
was already accepted by Stanford and would have been in
college.
RKW's oldest sister was married and had children. The
other sisters would come to Los Angeles to
sister worked at I. Magnin in the 1920's.
brother worked on the farm.
RKW went to Kern County Junior High School
a segregated school.

work. One
Mother and

which was not

RKW had American friends. She was never asked to go to
their home or parties.
Mother was very active in the church. Ms. Buss had a
church.

Blank.
Mother used to go around town and visit families to
invite them to church. She helped Ms. Buss run the
church.
Father used to visit different families also. The main
Congregational church people would visit the Chinese
church and the people from the Chinese Mission Church.
RKW taught Sunday school for years. Mother would run the
church. RKW would teach the children even when she was
in elementary school.

Mother's Chinese name was Ah Mui. People called her
Gum Mou, Mrs. Kim.
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Father's name was Ng Kim.
Ms. Buss was very strict about going to church. It
happened a lot of time that nobody would come to the
church. Ms. Buss and RKW and her mother would be there.
Some Chinese were not Christian but would let their
children come to the church because they believed that
the church was doing good things for the children.
Children's parents were in a different occupation such
as a dry good store, etc.

Mother enjoyed visiting people. RKW always went with her
mother.
When visiting families RKW's mother did not talk much
about religion. Mainly just housewife chit chat.
Mother liked it because she could tell them about the
Christian ways of living.
Chinese used to live right in the store or next to the
store.
There must have been over 50 Chinese families in
Bakersfield at the time. Mary Ming's family lived in
Chinatown while RKW lived on the farm.

There were two Chinatowns in Bakersfield. Each had two
streets.
There were mostly men in Chinatown. There were not too
many Chinese women.
RKW liked to go back to China to teach English while she
was in college.
In high school, RKW wanted to be a writer so she picked
up English as her major.

Mother thought it was fine for RKW to go to coll~ge if
the family had family. The family was not able to
afford her college education. RKW went to college on her
own.
RKW worked in the restaurant and supported herself while
studying at UCLA. It was inexpensive to attend UCLA.
One of RKW's sister majored in education and became a
kindergarten teacher.
RKW was working all the time so she never took part in
school activities.

RKW stayed with her sister while going to school.
RKW worked at a little tea room in hollywood. She used
to go to school in the morning and wo.rk in the
afternoon.
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She came to Los Angeles because there were so many
opportunities to go to school.
Sometimes she went to school, sometimes she did not.
It all depended on how much money she had.
RKW went to Chapman College first because her cousin was
there.

RKW always took the bus to school.
She didn't make too much money but enough to pay for
her own education. Brother took care of mother so RKW
didn't have to send money to her mother.
RKW quit school the last semester.
RKW worked at the same tea room for a long time. Later
she worked for the Dragon's Den in Old Chinatown. She
met her husband, Tyrus Wong, at the restaurant, where
Tyrus did a lot of painting.
The tea room was on Vine Street in Hollywood. There
were several Chinese girls from San Francisco who
worked there.

8 290-295 The tea room was a restaurant that served about
seventy-five customers.

296-309 There was no problem for RKW to find a job at that time.
The owner of the tea room liked Chinese women because
they were honest.

310-324 When RKW met her husband, he was at school and did

325-334

9 335-352
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365-376

377-383

384-398

painting in Chinatown to make a living. He painted the
interior of the restaurant which was owned by Florence
Leong's brother. Florence worked there too. That's
how RKW met Florence.
The Dragon Den Restaurant could serve about 50 to 60
people, mainly Caucasian customers.

Because the Dragon Den paid a little more money to RKW so
she took the job there.
RKW did not live in Chinatown.
One sister lived in Los Angeles. Another sister is
married in Hawaii.
Sister lived on Pico Boulevard and Normandie area. RKW
rented a room from her sister.
RKW heard hat a lot of people were not able to rent a
house because they were Chinese. Sine her sister was
already there, RKW did not have to worry about renting in
that area.
RKW had another sister who also lived in the same area.
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For most of the people from Bakersfield, Los Angeles
was the closest big city that could offer job
opportunities to them.
Chinese in Bakersfield were mostly in family
businesses.
RKW's family had a farm and a little house. Mother
stayed there and kept herself busy.
Mother helped a lot in the church.
RKW got married in Bakersfield because she liked the
place and all her family friends were there.

In a small town everybody knew everybody else, so they
all attended RKW's wedding.
After the wedding, they had a reception in the church.
Family had a little dinner afterwards.

Introduction.
RKW worked for Mr. Y.C. Hong as a secretary. He was the
first Chinese lawyer accepted by the Bar. It was a
small office on Alameda Street.
He had many immigration cases. She helped typing some
cases.

He helped people who wanted to stay in America. She
remembered one case which involved one family which ran
into immigration problems on the boarder.
Mr. Hong was a very kind person. ,There was some
discrimination against him. So he was very sympathetic
to other people.
RKW knew his wife very well. She was a member of the
Chinese Women's Club.
Because Mr. Hong's own physical condition, he ran into
a lot of discrimination too.

Mr. Hong did not actively talk about his experiences
infighting against discrimination laws. RKW learned a
lot.
RKW learned a lot about discrimination. She learned that
one could fight against discrimination by doing it a
more diplomatic way. One can do things by doing it in
a soft way. When you do it in a diplomatic way, you
make other people think t.hat he is doing it for you
when you are directing him.
By using a legal way is also one way of doing things.
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RKW worked for Mr. Hong for a couple of years.
After that she got married and became pregnant and
stopped working.
She thought that she was going back to work.again when
the baby arrived. She didn't.
RKW helped her husband in his work a little bit, but not
too much.

RKW has three daughters. She, encouraged her children to
become independent at a young age. They are all still
working.
RKW now is licensed to do accupressure and has been for
ten years. She learned it from a Japanese instructor
after she got treatment from her. Later she started
treating other people.

Her oldest daughter is married and has two boys. She
is a teacher.
RKW did a lot of community work for the American Cancer
Society in raising funds for the group.
RKW worked for the camp fire girls until her daughters
got out from camp.
RKW was also active in PTA and raising funds for
different organizations in the Sunland area.

Even in the Caucasian community, they welcomed any kind
of volunteer offers.
RKW and family went to a Presbyterian Church. She used
to be very active in the church.
The family used to live in the Holly~ood area and
rented a house there. They moved to Sunland when the
youngest was one year old.
They lived in the Hollywood area because the rent was
cheap. It was a mixed neighborhood. They got in due
to a good recommendation from their good Caucasian
friends.

Tyrus Wong was working in the studio and the children
needed a house. One of their friends was a real estate
agent and found the house for them. The ex-owner went
around to ask her neighbors' opinion about having a
Chinese family moving in the area. The response was
rather favorable.
RKW's friend had a difficult time moving into a white
neighborhood.
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After they moved in, RKW made sure that her children
would go to church. The church people seemed to be
more open to.the other people.
RKW was also active in the community's activities.
That's how they knew the community.
Florence Leong introduced RKW to the Chinese Women's
Club.

Mrs. Y.C. Hong was a member of the Chinese Women's
Club. Mrs. Hong and Mrs. Lily Quan were founders. The
Club federated with the American Federation of Women's
Clubs. It's purpose was mainly to promote friendship
and promote Chinese and American communities.
RKW joined the group at }.east ten years after it was
formed.
The Club's activities were mainly raising funds and
setting scholarships for the high school children. RKW
helped the Club publish a Chinese cookbook. It was
republished this year again. It was a very popular
book.

Now the Club has about 100 active members.
joined the group it was after World War II.
membership was very strong then. The Club
month.
When the children were young, RKW was ve~y active in the
school community. Now RKW is a member of the Chinese
Historical Society of Southern California.

When RKW
The

meets once a

Tyrus Wong belonged to the American Watercolor Society,
California Watercolor Society. But he did not go to
the meetings.
Since her friend had a difficult time in the American
community, RKW felt that she ought to get busy in the
American community and to show the American community
that Chinese were not difficult to live with. RKW also
encouraged children in different kinds of activities.
Daughters have more opportunities now. She had to keep
on reminding them that they are Chinese, that they had
to do better and do certain things.

One of her daughters said that she had to look at the
mirror and told herself that she was a Chinese, because
she always thuught herself just like the rest of her
friends.
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Blank.
RKW thought it was important to give daughters a Chinese
education. They also belonged to a Family Fellow ship
group which consisted of families of Chinese
background. The purpose of the organization was to
give children an opportunity to meet other Chinese
children. Many activities were held.

The members of the group came from different areas such
as Van NUys. They were friends of one another. RKW
still belongs to the group but is not active any more.
In the church group and in school RKW's daughters had
plenty of opportunities to mingle with Caucasians. RKW
wanted her children ,to have more opportunity to be with
Chinese.
RKW met a lot of friends from joining community
ac't iv.it.i.es .

RKW did not think that a woman's place should be at home:
She brought up her children and told them that they
should be productive. Chinese women always worked.
When RKW was a little girls none of the Chinese had an
easy life, they all had to work.
Sister and her husband had a produce market. Her
second sister had a farm so she always worked on the
farm. The other sister worked in a library.

Mother was a midwife in the community. She always took
care of the babies at home for Chinese women who had to
work.
When mother was in her 60's she helped her son at home.
Since the church was torn down mother was not as active
as before.

Mother grew up in Cameron House and did not know much
about Chinese traditions and holiday celebrations.
The family eats Chinese food all the time.
Husband's recreational activity is fishing. RKW went
along. She also helped her husband fly kites.
RKW used to play tennis in the Chinese church. The
minister, Mr. Shou Kwong Lau helped to build a tennis
court and taught them how to play tennis.

RKW still played tennis when she came to Los Angeles.
After she had the family she did not play it anymore.
One daughter loved tennis. The other daughters were
not much into sports.
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Mother's activities were mainly in the Chinese Mission
Church.
Husband came to America as a little boy. Shortly after
they got married, husband's father passed away. Some
of his family were in China.
Husband helped her sometimes in what she did. Most of
the time, she helped him, such as writing letters for
him, etc.

HU9band was an artist and did a lot of card designs.
He worked at the Disneyland and Warner Brothers studios
up until he retired.
RKW spoke Cantonese when she was growing up.
Before they had children RKW and her husband spoke a lot
of Chinese but after they had children they did not use
much Chinese in their conversation.
Chinatown was mainly made up by Chinese population.
Most of them spoke Chinese.
There were parades in Chinatown.
Usually they went to Chinatown to eat and to shop.

They took their daughters to the Chinese Congregational
Church on 9th Street. When they grew up they gradually
lost their Chinese identity.
Because she was working, she seldom went to church when
she first came to Los Angeles.
Tyrus Wong had a little show in China City. The fir
burned down all of his collection. The gallery's name
was called G. Him Wong.

China City was built from a movie set, it was really a
natural Chinatown. It was an interesting place to take
children to. There were antique shops, small stores
and night clubs. Not so many Chinese went there.
The new Chinatown was built mainly for tourists. Mr.
Thomas Wong and Mr. Hong and some other people were the
people who built the new Chinatown.
Tyrus Wong pained a picture of a dragon on one of the
buildings. Mr. Hong paid him to do the job.

Most of the Chinese were busy working and did not think
of going back to China.
Most of the Chinese met their husbands or wives in
church.
Becc'.Useof the immigration problem, it cost a lot of
make a marriage arrangement.
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A lot of Chinese churches were the places for the young
people to meet their friends. Among Chinese, church
seemed to be a natural place to have a wedding.

Introduction.
Mrs. Thomas Wong (Maye Wong) and her family were very
involved in the Church in Los Angeles.
RKW did not know much about the Chinese Congregational
Church in Los Angeles, because at that time she was
going to school and working at the same time.
RKW associated mostly with American people in the church.
But when she was in Bakersfield she associated more
with Chinese.

RKW associated with some blacks and Mexican people in the
church but not socially.
RKW would not approve of interracial marriages. Now
people have to accept it.
It is up to her children's wish in terms of whom they
shOUld marry.
Some Chinese just like to get a job in acting.
Sometimes they did think about discrimination, such as
the Caucasian would get the jobs that belonged to the
Chinese.

PYW would like to be more active in speaking up against
the negative way Chinese were portrayed. In those days
she did not know anybody protest against it.
Getting married was a very exciting thing to RKW.
RKW thinks that life for Chinese now is easier than
before. The way our parents brought us up is good. We
should struggle to be the best.
Chinese women have been working hard all their life.
Women have more opportunities now. If the industry
opens up and employs more Chinese women according to
their ability rather than to just fill up the quota,
Chinese women will come up more than to our
expectation.

Chinese men had less opportunity in comparison to
Caucasian peoRle in the past. One of her Chinese male
schoolmates in elementary school was smart but was
discriminated against.
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Summary
Chinese women had even less opportunities than Chinese
men.
Husband's work is dealing with Chinese feelings, so he
has a place of his own. People came to him for his
work.

RKW thinks that there should be more places for Chinese
artists, especially if they have ability.
RKW thinks if young people have ability and are diligent
enough they should be encouraged to do whatever fields
they want to be in.
RKW did go out socially with husband's colleague whenever
they were invited.
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