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Introduction.
Lilly Mu Lee's (LML) ,father's name is Mu Pin Sun

v- 0(\1:) (:(1 _-_. ). - He came to the United States through
Hawaii. He bought an interest in a store called Dun
Sow Hong which has since been changed to Mu Brothers.
Eventually, I,MLI S father was able to buy the whole
store. It was an herb shop.
LHL's father returned to China and brought LIvlL'smother
over.'
Two of LML's brothers and herself were born here. They
were all born in Old Chinatown which is presently the
Union Station. They lived at Marchessault Street.
That was where the herb shop Vias located.
Their family lived across the street from the herb shop
in an upstairs apartment. It was located in a dark
alley. There were one or two rooms.

LML was born in 1930. From there, they moved to
Crocker Street.
LML's father had an herb shop in Chinatown. It ser-
viced most'of the people in Chinatown. The herb shop
was the place the Chinese men came in to smoke their
water pipes, drink tea, and read the newspapers. It
was a social gathering place.
Originally, there were mostly single men who came over.
Some would make their money and return while others
waited for their families to join them. So LIvlLhad a
lot of fathers.
LML's father came from Toishan.
LML's family was relocated in 1938 because they were
going to build the Union Station. The Chinese finally
agreed on the area between Broadway and Hill, north of
College Street. The grand opening was in June of 1938.
LML's family transferred the herb shop to New China-
town. The people who did not want to go to Chinatown
formed China City.
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SUI!1IDary
LHL's father had the herb shop until 1942 when he
passed away.

LHL's brother, George, may have continued on with the
herb business for a while since he understood the
trade. Eventually, they changed the store to a curio
shop_
LHL's family may have been one of the poorest Chinese
families so everyone had their choice of spots in New.
Chinatown andLML's family had the last but it ended up
the best now because it is in the center of Chinatown.
All of LML's father's clients were Chinese. Some
herbalists later dealt in the American community
because they could charge much higher prices.
father was dedicated to his own community and
want to move out.
LML's father would always give the people the medicine
even if they did not have any money.
LML's father was not only an herb doctor but also very
involved in the community. He was the president of the
Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA). He
was always a leader or participant in any of the
activities in Chinatown.
LML I S father was weTl respected by the Chinese cOI!1IDuni-
ty. People from that era still remember him.
LML's father would take the children to any of the
activities he went to. LML did not feel as if they
were anything special. It was just part of their
lifestyle in Chinatown.

LML's
did not

As LHI" looks back now! she sees how important he was in
the commun ity , He helped a lot of people. He helped
start the Chinese Catholic Center.
LML's father was always present whenever there was an
activity. The store was a natural stopping place for
everyone.
Most of the activities that LHL's father attended were
banquets and association meetings. LML participated in
a quiet way by sitting in the back, not saying any-
thing, and just observing.
~7henever LML asked a question, her mother would say, "A
girl should not ask these questions." [in Chinese]
LML did not really understand the activities that she
went to.
The parents would bring the children only to the
meetings that they could.
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Summary
Chinatown was very small and people would not go
outside of it. Ivhenever LML' s father went to some
function, it was not as if he was ngoing" anywhere
since Chinatown was so small. There may have been
other girls going to these meetings, but LML does not
remember.
LML was in her first movie at the age of three. She
was in "Good Earth." At t.hat. time, being in the movies
was not very acceptable, but LML's family needed the
money. LML was also in some other movies.
Haybe all three of aiL's brothers were also in the
movies.
There were three baby girls taking turns playing a oar+
in "Good Earth." LML remembers crying a lot.

At that time, they never stepped outside of Chinatown.
Tom Gubbins knew LML's father. Tom Gubbins was respon-
sible for taking LML to the studios.
In the early days, LML's mother did not even leave the
kitchen. Later on, when LML was around 10 years old,
her mother did go with her to the studios.
LML wa s in quite a few movies but she only remembers
one other -- "Too Hot to Handle" with Clark (~able.
Everyone in Chi.na+own connected LML with that movie
because of the pUblicity.
When Lr-!Lwas a teenager, it_ was fun for her to go to
the studios because she did not have to go to school.
THere was a school at the studios. They would go there
to play. Because of their lack of outside background,
LML was not excited about seeing the movie stars.
Ll1L did not have to know any special skills. She wou Id
just follow the directions given by the director. A
lot of the Chinese in Chinatown participated in the
movies. Some Chinese, such as Walter SooHoo's family,
are still involved in the movies.
LML stopped working in the studios around the age of
12. There were some good parts coming up but LML's
parents felt that LML should not spend the time. They
did not think that the movie industry should be a part
of a woman's life.

LML's family was not rich, but it was no longer neces-
sary for LML to do studio work. They also wanted LML
to concentrate on her education.
LML's brothers also stopped participating in the
movies. They were in less movies than LML was.
LML was not affected by the glamour in the movies
because she did not understand it.
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Summary
U1L and the other children in Chinatown attended
Castelar street School. Then she went to Central
Junior High School and to Belmont High School. The
Chinatown kids separated after high school.
LML and the other children in Chinatown attended
Castelar Street School. Then she went to Central
Junior High School and to Belmont High School. The
Chinatown kids separated after high school.
LML attended the Chinese Catholic Center for Chinese
school. The Louie family also went there. LML's
family and the Louie family were the two most active
families at the Chinese Catholic Center. Dr. Stanley
Chan and Mr. Chin, the president of Cathay Bank now,
were the two teachers.
LML attended Chinese school through grammar scheol and
during some of her junior high school days. They would
go to Chinese school after American school from about
3:30 to about 6:00. Dr. and Mrs. Stanley Chan would be
able to provide more details about the Chinese Catholic
Center.

Without the Chinese Catholic Center, LML would not have
been able to participate in activities outside of
Chinatown. They would take annual trips up to the
mountains, put up plays at the Center, and have SUffi1:t1er
school.
The public schools were more formal whereas the people
at Chinese school became a group. LML enjoyed travel-
ing with the people from Chinese school more than with
the people frem public school.
LML remembers visiting the bishop's home and how good
the cake that was baking smelled since LML's family
never baked cakes.
These were LML' s first experiences outside of China-
town. Dr. Chan and Father Cowhig made these excursions
possible.
They also formed a Chinese girls basketball team as
well as a boys team.
When they were in high school, they would hold dances
at the Catholic Center. They formed the basketball
team when they were in high school.
The Center was not affiliated with the Mei Wah Club.

A lot of the members of the basketball team were from
the Catholic Center. Emma and Virginia Louie were also
members of the team.
They may have played the games at the International
Institute.
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Summary
They also learned the Catholic religion. Some of them
became closely related t.othe Catholic Church. LML's
parents were not Catholic.

The Chinese men would aIway s ask LML where her god was.
They would always make fun of LML and her religion.
The nuns at the school were just a part of attending
Chinese school. Everything was tied in with the mass
on Sundays. They would attend various activities with
the nuns over the weekends.'
After Chinese school, LHL had to help out in the store
-- either do some cleaning or some arranging of the
merchandise.
LML's family also sold flowers in Chinatown. The
mother of Jennie and Hubert 'doo used to bring in
flowers in trays and boxes beneath the tray. They
would give people like LML the smaller tray and LML
would walk around Chinatown selling gardenias. It was
15 cents for one gardenia and 35 cents for a double.
TheY,would sell the flowers to the tourists.

Eventually, LML had her own little stand on Saturday
nights. It was right in front of Tuey Far Low in New
Chinatown. LML would probably sit there from 6 to 12.
There used to be a lot of tourists in Chinatown.
The shriners used to have all their activities over
there. The fraternities used to rush in Ch i.na t.own. In
the old days, the streets were all non-Chinese and the
Chinese were in the stores only. Today, all of China-
town is Chinese. Only the Caucasians would go to the
Chinese restaurants in those days.
LML did not know how much money she made. She would
just hand the money over to her family.
Before selling flowers, LHL would ask the tourists if
they wanted LHL to sing them a song fora penny. LML
would sing "God Bless America."
LML does not remember how many other girls sang songs
or sold flowers. Peter SooHoo's younger sister, Patty,
used to sell flowers with LML.
In those days, Chinatown was just one street and
everyone knew everyone else. LML used to deliver the
"cha" (herb tea) for her father to all the restaurants.
Whenever someone needed some kind of Medicine, LML's
father would brew the tea and put it in a bottle. U1L
would deliver the bottle to whoever needed the medi-
cine. It was such a small community that not only did
neighbors do things for each other, but the children
would also participate.
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Summary
LML would play out on the street and everything hap-
pened'on that one street. LML sold flowers more for
fun than anything else. The money was not much but
since they did not have ariallowance, it allowed them
to buy peanuts and candy.

LML used to play in Chinatown. There were just three
families -- the SooBoos, the Louies, and LML's family.
They used to get a paper bag, fill it up with paper,
and tie a string around it. That would then be the
ball they used to play with.
As Chinatown grew, they had the penny arcade centers.
At first, people were against the arcades because they
felt that it was gambling. Later it became acceptable
and thus another form of entertainment for the child-
ren.
The Chinese kids did not have any money but they knew
all the ones they could jiggle and play for free.
LML's family lived on College Street. The parking lot
that is now at Broadway and College used to be two
houses and LML's family lived there. There used to be
a two-story building right next to the gas station at
Hill and College, and LML's family lived there for a
while.
Most all the families had living quarters but would eat
behind the stores. Most everything was done at the
store. The kitchen would also be at the store.

LML's life a-t t.hat, time was Chinatown. At; times, they
would go down Broadway to downtown to the Million
Dollar Theater at Third Street and Broadway.
LML went to the movies with her brothers. They would
walk to the movies on the weekends. LML's parents
probably never went; to the movies.
LML's parents never took the children on vacation
because of the business and the lack of transportation
and money.
LML's family did go to the World Fair in 1938 or 1939.
They went to San Francisco Chinatown a few times.
The Mu family was very small. They did not have any
relatives.
LML's family moved from Marchessault Street to Crocker
Street around 1934to 1938. They probably moved because
Old Chinatown was being torn down.
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Summary
The herb shop moved directly from Old Chinatown to Ne"l
Chinatown. It was never located on Crocker Street
area. Everyone in Old Chinatown moved to New Chinatown
or China City.

LML has four older brothers and no sisters.
Two of LML's brothers also attended the Catholic
Chinese scrioo.L. LHL 1.'1asmore act i.ve than they were at
the Chinese school.
The same group of Chinese moved from grammar school to
junior high school to high school. It was a very
close-knit group. It was a good size group. It was
composed of Chinese, Chicanos, and'Caucasians. There
was no ethnic segregation.
At Castelar School, there were Chinese, Chicanos, and
Europeans such as Italians. There were no Blacks. LML
did not notice the ethnic differences.
LML did not even notice the ethnic differences in high
school.

LML does not remember why she stopped going t.o Chinese
school. There was simply a point when they would stop
going. LML was in junior high school wheri she stopped
going.
LML did not resent attending Chinese school because she
was taught not to have resentment. Everyone werrt to
Chinese school and did the same thing. They did not
see any alternatives. Maybe comparing her life now
with her life back then, it looked like hardship, but
at that time they did not know anything else so they
enjoyed what they did have.
LML's parents did want her to have a good education.
Nevertheless she was taught to be obedient, to talk
softly, not to ride a bicycle, not to play leap frog.
At that time, your future as a woman would be either a
job as a clerk or a secretary.
LML chose to be a legal secretary. She had two years
of college and then worked for a little while. After
that, the Chinese girls were supposed to get married
and raise a family. Host of the girls from Chinatown
would do the same thing. LML did not know any better.

LML did not know anything and just followed the model
for a Chinese girl at that time.
LML took the classes related to the career of a legal
secretary in college. _LML worked for about a year.
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LML worked at a law' rirm. called Kennedy and Kennedy.
It was located at Fourth and Broadway. LHL does not
remember how she got that job. She probably was
referred by the city college. The college supplied the
jobs.
LML was very active in the activities at college. She
was very innocent and did not feel discrimination. She
Lever noticed any prejudice because she never looked
for it. Maybe that was fortunate.
When she went to work, she did not feel that she vias
Chinese and thus different. She just felt as if she
was a beginner applying for a job.
LML may have felt comfortable with Caucasians because
of her experiences in the movie industry. In addition,
there were many Caucasian tourists in Chinatown t.hat
she carne in contact w i,th. They had a posi tive et.t.i.tude
since they were tourists.

The only hard time was during ~vorld War II. The
Chinese we x:e occasionally mi stakeri for Japanese and
there were some bad words spoken to them. The Chinese
used to wear a little flag to show that they were
Chinese.
LML did not realize that there may have been hostility
against the yellow race. She was very innocent. She
also always thought positively. She does not remember
any discussions about discrimination.
In college, there wou Ld aLway s be ethnic groups darices,
There would also be competitions with other colleges.
They had a Chinese club which would do different
activities together. In those days, they did not need
a lot of activities.
LML remembers being very active in the Chinese Club.
All the members grew up together.

In high school, LML was already very active , She was
the president of the ladies, and the vice-president of
the student body_ She used to put on dances at school.
LMI" did not date so the men were more like her buddies.
LML did not just grow up with boys since she only had
brothers and no sisters. There were many Chinese girls
she would hang around with.
LML did not feel uncomfortable with the boys be cause
they had all been together for so long.
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Summary
Ll'1Lfelt that her parents desire for LML to act like a
girl was normal. Everyone knew U1L in Chinatown.
There were a lot of Chinese men who would treat LML as
their own daughter so LML hild much more training than
that given by her own family.

There was a role that LML was told to play and she was
also told to play it right.
U1L remembers playing ball outside. She may have been
laughing too loud and someone would come out and tell
her that she was laughing too loud.
The way LML was brought up helped her in her present
business. She is expected to be very aggressive but
she is not and has not lost her femininity. LML does
not feel that she should live her childhood and then
come out regretting it.
U1L ha.d a very happy childhood. She was very innocent.
During the summer, LML worked for Albert Hing's insur-
ance agency. She also worked in her familv's store.
After LHL got married, she would still help the family
business in the evenings or ori the weekends.
LML's family business was just enough to keep the
family going. They did not get rich. !\10stof the
Chinese would just concentrate on keeping one store
instead of trying to expand their businesses.

The money they earned was enough for their basic needs
and to put the children through college.
LML's father was also an arbitrator for the community.
At one time, he even went to San Francisco to settle
some dispute.
LML must have met her ex-husband in Chinatown. After
she got married, some other guys asked her why she got
married so quickly because they wanted to propose to
her. LML did not know about these things since she
never dated.
LML's parents did not allow her to date. They were
probably going to find her a husband from Hong Kong.
LML has two sons. They are 27 and 29. Both of them
graduated from UCLA. One of her sons was the floor
manager of Rieber Hall.
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Summary
LML's other son, Craig, went to Loyola Law School. He
is a lawyer now _ Bot.h of LML' s sons work for her.
It was very unusual to have LML's sons follow their
mother's business after her own traditional upbring-
ings.
After LML got married she just stayed home. She had
children right away_
AFter Ch i.nat.own, they moved to Kensington. There was
one house and three little houses. LML's own family as
well as her mother and other members of the 11u family
all lived there.
LML had one son and another son two years later. LML
just stayed home and did house and garden work. That
seemed to be the natural thing for LML to do.
Then they moved to their own home in Cloverdale. They
only had one car at that time. U1L would walk one son
to kindergarten, go home, and then walk the other son
to gram.'1\arschool. They she would pick them up so it
seemed as if she was constantly on the road. LML loved
to cook and sew. LML would fully participate w i t.h her
sons which may be why they are so close now. LML's
whole life centered around them. LML was very satis-
fied with her life -- that was what she was taught to
do and she was well-trained.

Even if 6ther people were doing different things, it
never occured to LML that it could be her. U1L never
made comparisons.
The other Chinese women at that time probably led a
similar life but they were more socially active than
LML was. LML did not attend a lot of showers and
weddings because her husband did not want to go to
them. Their only activities were visiting his family
and going to movies that he wanted to see. LML was
satisfied because there was a reward in giving to her
husband and to her sons.

Introduction
Overall, LML's life at that time was happy. Every
normal life has its ups and downs. LML does not
remember the bad times so everything in her past seemed
happy. She does that for healthy reasons. Negative
feelings retain toxins in your system which lead to
degenerative diseases. LML wants to stay young and
healthy.
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Summary
LML's husband planned to retire at the age of 40. He
wanted LML to get her real estate license and buy real
estate.
LML got her license. She would not work full time
since she had housework to take care of too. LML did
not actually start working until after she got
divorced.
LML's sons were in their early teens when LML got her
license. The real estate business was always on the
side and never affected their family's living style.
LML started in real estate business because her husband
wanted her to.
LML was fortunate to have the real estate license since
she needed a job after she got divorced. She did not
need any further education since she already had the
license.
Although LML had secretarial training and job experi-
ence, it was sixteen years earlier. LML was married
for sixteen years. LML cbuld have gotten into secre-
tarial work but she did not want to work eight hours a
day because she wanted to spend time with her sons.
LML never thought about disliking the real estate
business. It was simply a source of income. LML may
have preferred a more feminine job such as school
teaching. LML' s decision to leave her husband wa s
partially made because of her knowledge that she had to
qo into the real estate business in order to support
her children. She was not concerned about whether she
liked the business or not.

LML did not consider real estate feminine. She may
have enjoyed clothes designing or interior decorating
more.
When LML was young, she did not think about much more
than she was taught. She also did not have any outside
information. LML did not have a lot of things that she
did not have but desired. Otherwise, she may have been
very unhappy by resenting the fact that she did not get
the things she wanted.
When LML started working in the real estate business,
she joined a Japanese firm off Jefferson Boulevard.
She was there only for a short time after her divorce.
She then went to another Japanese firm. It was pri-
marily in the Black and ethnic group. LML worked there
for a year.
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summary

LML almost immediately went from selling houses t.o
selling apartments. LML saved time by showing S80,000
for eight apartment units rather than $16,000 houses.
Most of the property LML sold was on the street where
LML lived.

After a year, LML went to work for a Jewish firm on
Wilshire Boulevard. LML worked there for over a year.
That was when they started get.ting involved in syndica-
tion. LML was fairly well liked because she was
good-natured.
She then worked for the Lawrence Company in the Valley.
They were primarily a syndicator and worked in junction
with the money manager. LML became the vice-president
in cha.rge of acquisitions. U1L worked there for over a
year.
LML then opened her own office in Beverly Hills. That
was in 1973. Learning the trade so quickly was not
difficul t for LJV1L.
LML received very little money from her husband. She
did have to work in order to support her family after
the divorce. There was only $100 for Craig and $100
for Randy a month. $200 was not much.
LML's main responsibility was to bring up the children.
That is still her major concern. Hopefully, they will
be able to take over her business in a coup:Le of years.
She is presently bringing them in and training them.

They just started learning the real estate business
about a year ago. Times are quite difficult presently
but hopefully they will be able to take over in a few
years.

Introduction.
LML does not remember much about the grand opening of
New Chinatown since she was so young at that time. She
remembers playing with the firecrackers. There was
also a lion dance. A performance was made by a drum
corp.
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The Chinese would celebrate the Moon Festival, Chinese
New Years, and Double 10s Day. There would be fire-
works, dragon dances, and li6n dances. There were
different types of fireworks. Some were hung very high
and would form a picture when they were burned. LML
has not seen any of those since.

There would also be puppet shows. The characters would
be dressed in Chinese costumes but would speak in
English. They would set up tall booths in Chinatown.
There would also be fortune tellers with sticks. There
would also be a contest for picking beans out of a jar
with chopsticks.
The fortune tellers would usually get business from
the Caucasians.
There was a temple in Old Chinatown. LML's father may
have visited the temple. LMI,,s mother hardly ever werrt;
out of the house. LML and the other children mav have
gone to the temple by themselves since it was close bv.
L['lL'smother may have ha.d an aLt.ar in her house but. sh,c
did not constantly worship.
LML was the only one in the family who became a Chris-
tian. She was influenced by attending the Chinese
Catholic School. Since the school was a Chinese
school, LHL' s parents did not object. to LM1,'s par-
ticipation at the Church. 1,HL went to the Sunday
services since there were activities for the children
on those days. LML's parents may have objected if LM1,
started going to any Church services not affiliated
with a Chinese school.

LML's brothers aLso attended the Chinese Catholic
School. LML does not remember them going to Church.
LML always enjoyed putting on plays at Church. LML
would always play Virgin Mary. They may have used the
Million Dollar Theater for their performances. They
did put on plays that was directed by sister Noemi and
people paid to get i~. It must have been a fund-
raiser.

1,ML also remembers going to the bishop's house. They
also went on a snow trip. They also performed Chinese
dances at different social functions. They performed
at American homes. It was quite an experience to go to
those fancy homes.
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Surrunary
There were some American ladies who would financially
support the Chinese Catholic Center. LHL remembers
receiving gifts at Christmas from these ladies. One
woman made dolls which they later used for their
carnivals.
At the Catholic Center, the children learned Chinese
but experienced the American culture. At Chinatown,
they experienced the Chinese culture but learned
English.
The Catholic Cent~r is not affiliated with the
Cathedral High School. The Catholic Center used sorre
of the rooms at Cathedral High School for Chinese
classes.
LML has always thought very positively. She never
thought there was anything. that could not be done.
On<;:eshe had a goal in her mind, she thought of ways to
accomplish it instead of ways it could not be accom-
plished. This way of thinking made LML very success-
ful.

LML went from one business to another because many of
them did not work out. She did not dwell on ~he fact
that they did not work out. Many people may not
succeed because they bring their past failures with
them on new ventures.
LML does not have any negative attitudes. She is aware
of something that is bad or a bad experience but she
separates the bad e~periences from herself.
When LML got divorced, she did not act sad or angry.
She realized that if she was sad in front of her
children, they would become unhappy too. Lr.'.Lfelt that
it Was better not to show these emotions and just took
a neutral. position. That made it very easy for LML to
get over a supposedly unhappy period. It is easy to
get over it if you think that it is not unhappy.

It is not difficult for LML to refrain from thinking
unhappy. thoughts because it would be more of a burden
to be unhappy.
LML's good friend who is a judge, observes Chinese
women and told LML that she was different because all
the other Chinese women are very negative.
LHL thinks that the Chinese use negative words to
express thernseLves, Once those words are translated to
English, they sound very bad. Thus the Chinese dialect
is partially responsible for making the Chinese very
negative.
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Summary
A lot of Chinese feel that they should be happy if they
are working hard. But it is difficult to feel happy
because. the rest of the society is not the same as the
Chinese.

Parts of the Chinese- way of thinking is not applicable
to the American society_ Being humble is good since it
prevents someone from hurting his or her ego. But one
cannot remain humble if it means being abused by
others.
The Chinese culture has helped LML become successful
because it teaches the Chinese to be patient. Being
humble and respectful also gives the Chinese a better
view of a situation. The Chinese do not get emotional
so their minds do not function improperly and prevents
them from making wrong decisions. The Chinese are very
cool. The Chinese are also very industrious. These
Chinese qualities have helped LML.
In the present society, it is threatening for a man to
see a woman playing .2. "man ' s role" of wor k i.no ar.d
bringing home the money.
It is easier for men if a woman is more feminine and
less aggressive. This is less threatening for men.
Being feminine helps the men through this transition
period.
Ll'1Lthinks that in many years, the new woman I s role
will not be threatening to either men or women. Men
will not mind seeing women work if their mothers worked
whi.Le the men were just children. Lt-1L' s sons sees Ll'1L
as an equal business partner.

The older men are different from the younger men today.
One man in.his twenties told LML that when he grew up
he wanted to be like her. Another man, LML's son's
boss at Oxnard, had a picture of LML at his desk and
would also look at it and say he wanted to be like her.
The women today should nut use the fact that they are
women as a crutch. In the early days, if a woman did
not succeed they would say that the reason was because
she was a woman. If a woman does succeed, it cannot
mean that it is because she is a woman.

LML thinks that positive thoughts brings about positive
results. One must think the life that he or she wants
to live. THe mind is a very powerful instrument.
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Surmnary
Eventually, the men and women will change but the
change will be easier if the women are not threatening.
Women members of minority groups may be more determined
to succeed because they are striving for something they
never had. Asian women are perceived to be exotic and
mvsterious by white American men. It is better for a
woman to be called a "cute tomato" rather than some
other possible name calling.

LML does not believe that Asian women are at a double
disadvantage because they are women and Asians at ~he
same time. LML feels that she is an example.
Some people will tell LML that she is different or
luckier but she is not. Personal attitude is the key
to success.
If you look for something, you will find it. In
business, if you are apen, people will feel those
vibrations and come to you. L~.L is involved in the
psychic field and believes that your thcught vibrations
are even stronger than color vibrations or radio waves.
Psychics can read other people's minds by tuning in to
their thought vibrations.

LML is more around the American community naw than the
Chinese community because of her business. other wome n
in business probably think similarly to the way' LHL
does whereas women at home do not.
1'he Chinese family in the 1930's to the 1950's tended
to be very reserved. That reservation becomes a way of
life. The Chinese are not very involved in the
society. ,LML feels t.hat some Chinese may not have 0.

fulfilling life because of their set attitudes.
People who are active or giving tend to think more
positively. This keeps them more healthy and young.
They are more vital.

L]\lLthinks that women should see their road to success
as a challenge rather than a struggle. Athletes and
men are not perceived to have struggled to win or to
succeed.
Women may have a harder time in the beginning but once
you have the background, the doors are tremendously
opened for females going in to business now. Men had
to take steps whereas women are now taking leaps.
Companies have quotas to fill. Chinese women have good
educations and thus a better change of succeeding.
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Summary
The opportunities for women are tremendous right now.
Maybe in the future when there are more Asian women in
Business, then it may be more difficult. Men may
presently be picking women rather than other men. In
the future, a woman may be picking a man rather than a
woman because the man is less threatening. It is more
difficult for someone to compete with someone of his or
her own sex.
presently, the organization that LML is most active in
is the Los Angeles qrea Chamber of Commerce Board of
Directors. It takes care of five Los Angeles Counties.
It consists of all the chief executive officers of the
major corporations. Each year, 50 or 60 are nominatpd.
There are only three women. LML is the first minority
to serve on that Board.

LML is also an officer on the executive board of the
Boy Scouts of America. It also consists of the top
businessmen of the Los Angeles area. About three years
ago, they started including women.
This year, LML is the first woman to accept the posi-
tion of an officer for the Boy Scouts of America.
There is also another woman serving. Once you are on
the board of directors, you recommend others to join
the board. There is a Japanese woman who is serving on
the board of directors -- Ms. Yamamoto. She has been
active in politics for over fifty years.
LML is also on the advisory committee for the State of
California Department of Economic and Business Develop-
ment.
LML was appointed by Governor Brown. She is Eon-
pa r ti.e an ,
LIIlLalso serves on the Board of Regions Executive
Committee of Loyola Marymount University.

When LML was the president of the Women's Council, she
was asked to serve on the Board of Regions of Loyola
Marymount University.
LMI, also serves on the Board of Visitors of the
Southwestern University School of Law.
Recently, the vice-president of the Pacific Telephone
Company asked LML to serve as a board member of the
United Way Central Los Angeles Region. He is presently
the chairman.
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Summary
LML was appointed by the supervisor to serve on the
board of directors of the ~larina Foundation in order to
bring activities to the Marina area.
LML was the past president of the Los Angeles Chamber
of Corninerce\\To men I s Council. She was the first CHinese
woman president. She was also the last president
because they have merged with the CHamber of Commerce.
LML is also on the board of directors of Women of Wall
Street West. It consists of a group of women involved
in financing.
U1L is also a member of the Los Angeles Chinese Women's
Club, California Federation of Women's Club. LML was
the president seven or eight years ago.
There are serveral others that have asked LJv1Lto serve
on their boards but LML has to be careful now because
she has more than she can handle.
LML is presently forming a group of Chinese and
Japanese to form a business netwo.rk for Asians and also
form a list of the donations that have been given to
politicians. They are also trying to work together to
get more appointments of As i arrs in key positions in the
State of California. They do not have a name yet.
They have just had three meetings. They are planning
their first function.

The Chamber of Commerce presently has a hired rather
than elected president. The Asian group is planning a
reception in the honor of the president of the Chamber
of Commerce. It is a step in business relations
because the Asians have never been involved as a group
in interactions with the wh i re American business
community.
They are p~esently trying to contact all Asian orga-
nizations·and presidents of Asian-owned corporations to
see if they are interested in joining this new Asian
group.
Their next step will be to review Asians in positions
that can create jobs or give advice to other Asians.
If the Asian is given an appointment, there will be an
understanding that he or she will support the Asian
community.
This new organization is geared for people in Asian
business or those who are interested in it. LML doubts
there is presently an organization called the Chinese
Businessmens Association. The purpose of this new
Asian group is tWo-fold -- one, to be politically
powerful and two, to network the Asian businesses with
each other and with the American community. They will
then form an advisory board of presidents of major
Asian corporations.
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Summary
LML originally called up several people to see if this
new organization is in conflict with other organiza-
tions to prevent an overlapping of efforts and goals.
This new organization may be different because of its
connections with the Chamber of Cowmerce.
LML was first involved in Quin Yin and then in Chinese
Women's Juniors. From there, the women joined the Los
Angeles Chinese t'iomenI s Seniors.
U1L joined Quin Yin' s when she was in college. It may
have been in high school. Mabel Hong was their spon-
sor. The members we re mainly interested in forming a
social club.

The Quin Yin Club looked forward to the Nev, Years
Dance. They also had a Christmas party. The dance may
have been their main function.
The men would attend their sccial functions. People
did mention that the Quin Yin Club was like a sorority.
LML was not aware of the fact that people thought of it
as a sorority. The people in that group may have been
a little wealthier and in tune with the white American
society. Their attitudes may have been more positive
and vivac ious . They may have been a Iittle more
aggressive. Some of the other women had specially
designed dresses. Ll'lLjust made. her own.

LML has pictures of her participation in these activi-
ties.
LML does not remember the details regarding her par-
ticipation in the Chinese Women's Juniors.
The 1ivomenI s v7all Street was a very loosely formed
organization. They have a ~ew judges, people in the
stock brokerage firm, and people in banking. There is
also LML in.real estate, and another woman in insur-
ance. These are women who belong to many of the other
women's organizations and get together occasionally to
compare notes. In their last function last year, they
invited Senator R. Dole's wife to speak. They had a
luncheon at the Century Plaza Hot.el nd it was very
successful.
LML was involved in Quin Yin during her high school and
college days. There were also Chinese clubs which LIvlL
was active in during college. She was not active after
she got married. She just stayed home.
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Summary
LML went to only 70% of the weddings and baby showers
that she was invited to because her ex-husband did not
believe in going out. LML may have still been active
in the Quin Yin in those days.
After LML' s divorce, one of the first organizations L]\'IL
was involved in was the Chinese I'lomen's Club.
LML was divorced around 1970', U··lLjoined the \,'Jomen's
Club about one or two years after. She then became the
president. LML got involved in all these present
organizations only in the last two years.
LHL is also a member of the Realtors Association. She
attended those meetings from the beginning.
After residing in Old C'hi.natown , .Lr1L' s f am.iLy moved to
Crocker street. They then moved to College Street in
Chinatown, betwe eri HiLl and Broadway. They lived in a
one-frame house. They also lived in an upstairs
apartment.

From there they moved to ~23 Kensington near 46th
Street. It was not t.hat; fi:LC from China town. The"
owned it for a long time. Th::;yhad it until their
mother passed away_
LML was married at that tim~. There was one big house
and three small houses right next to it. They also
owned a house acroSs the street. ~nen evervone got
married, they occupied those houses.

Introduction.
After living at Kensington, LIIL and her ex-husband
bought a home in Cloverdale. That is in the west side
of town. From Cloverdale, they moved to 4187 Harlton
in the Crenshaw area. They bought an eight-unit
apartment house and lived upstairs.
They lived there because they wanted some real estate
business and also because it was right across the
street from LNJ~'s sons' g'rarnmarschool.
They then bought a home at 3930 Dia.blo Street... Ll;lL
still owns that house. Her son lives there. That was
about twelve years ago.
In the last few years, LML moved to Los Fel~ .
The houses on Kensington were originally one house and
another one in back. the Mu family then built two more
houses on the same lot. It was originally a double
lot.
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Summary
U1L's brother helped purchase that home. It was about
$16,000. It was in a Caucasian neighborhood.
LML did not notice how the neighbors reacted when her
family moved into that area. Ll1L was attending Belmont
High School at that time. 'She would take the bus to
Belmont Avenue from Temple Street and then walk three
blocks to the school.
When LML moved to Cloverdale in the 1960's, the neigh-
borhood was mixed. They did not experience difficulty
purchasing the house. They may have had some difficul-
ty purchasing the Kensington houses.
LML probably moved to Cloverdale because the price was
right for them.
After LML's family moved out of Chinatown, they still
had their store in Chinatown. LML still went to
Chinatown to help out at the store. They consequently
did not feel the transition. LML is still involved in
Chinatown activities because of their family store and
because her family has been here so long.

They may not be as involved now because they sold their
store this year. They probably got the best price ever
obtained in Chinatmvn. This may be because their store
is located in the center of Chinatown. It is located
at 463 Ging Ling Way. LHL's son recently sold it to
their neighbor, the SooHoo family. They got $450 per
square foot.
They sold the store because LML's brother, George,
wanted to retire.
Although LML was involved with the Arne r i.c an secial
functions for a span of time, it seems as if she is
presently returning to the Chinese organizations. LMI,
feels as if she is a coordinator trying to bring the
Chinese community to interact with the American main-
stream.
LML cannot say whether she is more Chinese or more
American. She cannot separate what is Chinese and what
is American in a Chinese American society.

LML has never felt sorry for being Chinese. There are
moments that the Chinese have experienced which they
did not like but there are also many good points about
their culture.
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Summary
LML looks at her parents' teaching as the only way they
learned how to bring their children up. Everyone
should allow for the fact that the older generation may
have sole
thinking.
method of

old-fashioned ways because it is their way
LML did not disagree with her parents'

child rearing. LML was a simple child who

of

was always happy.
Hhen LML was about 6 or 7 year sold, t.here was a
Chinese couple who lived in an American community.
They were rich and had a car. They had a little girl.
They would sometimes take U1L along with them on
Saturday outings, probably to keep their child cowpany.
LML remembers walking into her room which was full of
dolls and toys but L£1L never envied her.

LML's reaction may have been a result of her mother's
teachings. She never felt that anything she did not
have should have been hers. LML may have wished for
that toy but she was not unhappy because she did not
have it.
LML may have to say that she is different from the
typical Chinese. When LML talks to someone, she does
not concern herself with their outward appearance but
tries to understand their inner self.
Hhen LML's mother was still alive, their family would
observe all the Chinese customs and holidays.

After LML's mother passed away, the children would
still get together for dinner on Chinese New Years but
they would go to a Chinese restaurant.
After LML's father passed away, none of the remaining
family members became herb doctors. UU" never got
sick. loJhenother farnily members got sick, they may
have sought the help of Chinese doctors.
LML used to deliver the tea orders to restaurants for
her father. LML used to drink the tea. It was very
bitter. It was fairly warm. They were not allowed to
drink water afterwards. They could only wash it down
with a few raisins.

LML's family would also use herbs in their food. LML
used herbs for her own children in the very beginning.
They would put herbs in the oxtail and brain soups.
The different herbs were already combined at the
grocery store. LML used to remember the names of the
herbs but she does not remember them anymore.
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Summary
LML was aware that the herbs had some medicinal value
but she used them because she enjoyed those dishes.
LHL's children also enjoyed those dishes. Th'2Y used to
eat all the Chinese food.
When LML was young, her family would go to Lincoln Park
once a year. Thev would take the streetcar. They
also went to Long Beach once a year. Chinatown was

They would play on the Chinatown streets
THere were also activities at the

a lway s busy.
all day long.
CHinese school.

LML's family would go on these outings during the
SUIlLmers. LML's family was not very recreationally
oriented. Those outings were very exciting for LML.
It was like looking forward to Christmas.
LML's mother would probably bring lunch to these
outings. They would ride the merry-go-round. LML's
brothers tried to do some fishing. At the beach, there
was an amusement park they wou Ld go to and they would
also play on the beach.
LML's parents did not play mahjong. They were always
working hard.
LML's brother was on the football team in high sohool.
He also ran track. Otherwise, her brothers would also
play in Chinatown.

NOTE: The interviews with Lilly MU.Lee's brothers (Interview #164) have also
been conducted and may provide more information.
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