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Ui Q: fAuntie Gee, plesse tell me youwr Dams.
fr My nams is Oabk Yip Ges -
£l Where do you live?
£ I live in Montsrey Park P77, number 777
020 Auntis fee, where did your father ifive in Ching?

My Tathsyr was born in Australia.

Oh, he was born in Australis.  Hh

e in?

The rastaurant business

He was in business in A

Yes, in Australia.

i me your father was born

2t s mothse was an aus

ther married her
"
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Gis are you this ysar?
A thig veaar.
& yEar ware you bornT Dan yvou remembe
A remembe
A & WL ﬁam gtown?

IR N B & Hinmg i « in Dikhaosi township.
L an?  In Szeyup?
81 AN, SIsyup.
£ o born bhare.
A I was orn there.
fiz shiat 1&?;““”? did you speak in your honstown?
i Sreyup dialsct.
£ dhen yau ware living in vowr homstown, could vou

understand Cantonsse” '

£ Rl
G Where did vou go fto sohool™
i I my own willags.
£r {h, in your village®
S Y¥es, In our village.
£ How many vears dic vou study?
& 4 wEarS.
15 Than yvou sust have stoedied many books.
(A4 Fofew.
G Lhid vou ever work back in your hometown?
a2 P
& Your family had money, so yvou didn’®t have Lo work?
&0 That s right. '
G How many sisters do you hisve?
2 I have B sisters.

04G B How many brothers
F. 3 ogirlis and O bovs, & tofal of B,
£ That s guitse & largs family, dan™t it7?
A1 A vary large familv.



s lere vou the oldesst or the youngsst

5 fmothe ymu%aLst

zeides going to school for o a few yvears, wshelt s2lse dia

v odo back in your homstown’?

£ I dign™t don anvithing =21s
What did wou do at homa?

Al There wasn™t ouch to do at homs2, so0 I only somstimes
wove & few things.

£ Did wyou help yvour mother with chores?
A Mo, hecause there wers ssyrvants at home.
£:  Oh, s0 vou only did some handicrafts at home and plaved,
is that it?
A Yes,
R How old were you whan you got married?
it e RO Y. I got married when I was 17 vears old.
L Oh, 17.  Wheres did yvou meet Uncls See?
A I didn™t know him. WHe wers introducsed by somsons in our

hometown. Atter we were introduced, ws mst at ths town
marzeh, we oet in Dikhol township.

£ How oid was Uncls at that tioe?

Az He was 30 fthen.

050 gk Whan you and Uncle got marrvisd, did vou have an
. cld—styvle or a new-style wedding?
A It was new-styls, called a “civilized wedding.”
Gl Oh, nuew style? A civilized wesdding?
A Yes, 1T was a ceramony with a 7797 on omy hﬂad
B A
ar o PEET
i Were your parents thers at the tioe?
B Yes, they were
B How long atter yvour wedding did yvou leave hone?
AT We cams togesthser to the LLWE, & months afisr the wedding.
2 Hhien yvou came to the U 5., where did vyou go¥
LRI A To bos Angeles. We arrived in San Francisco and cams fo
- Lios Qngelea.
A B khen you camne, wers you detsined by the Immigration
uthorities?
87 Yes, but they didon't detain me for long, just 2 wesks.
Gy {ih, 22 weeks. What was the name of the placs whers you
wer e detsinsd? ]
% It was called ?*7?, that is, fAngel Island.
Gy Did you feel comtortable dur;ng those two wesks?
A Ohs 1t wasn’ t vary comftortable. The food wasn'it very
good, and the place wasn ™t very good.
@ Do vou know what the situation on fngsl Island was liks?
GEC A The situation on Angesl Is 1aﬁd” They locked ms up a5 1Ff
I were in 4dail. They wouldn?® iet vt out the dooe and
they wouldn®t it vou ses the ocutside. But atter
dimner, the ong called “"mama’™ hauid tabke us =il around
the garden.
B How many times a day did vou vizsit the garden?
\\ A Unce, just once abt night.

ad
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it yvou tises on Angesl Island?
- -

be
We would 2it togstner in 8 group and jusit talk and chat.
Wasri't 1t hard fto pass time that way?
The whole day passsd very slowly. ’
Dig they fteach you to raad in there?

Ro.
fHhout how many poopls were €
Many, they wers counted by ths hundy
&rd women.
Wars vow divided up, msn on one side, woman on the othar
sida?  PEPT . 5
We were divided up, sgn on ong side, women on the obther.
Bid the other women find it hard? In Angesl Island?

ome who knsw found it hard.  Some who plaved mahjong
winlid D2 happy.
Do wvou know how long some of the psople there stayved?
Thers was somsons who had bsen there for 2 whole vesrs.
Later 1 heard that shs gave the wrong testimony and was
sant back., Quite a fow wers sent Dack that wav.
How did vou fee1 when you saw people sent back like
that?
I 421t very worrised, because [ didn’t knoow what would
haposn Lo oo,
Why did yvou want to coms to the U.S.7
O, my husband wanted me to coms, so of cowss 1I7d coms
Ho atter you went to Ban Francisco, vou came to L.ALT
Az moon as we got to San Framcoisco, we cams to L.A.
After coming to L.A., can you remsmber what Uncole did in
L.m.?
Hez T, Sometinss whites
Wy wouldn™t Chinese hirs
Hecause the Chiness only
ank thaly own relatives

L rastauirants, and they ' d
To WOk

i

Oh, bscause hthere uvssd o be few Chiness?
Yaz, so Uhinsss restawrants hired theler own relatives to
woirk and didn®t hire other people.

Then when Uncle was winrking a5 & ook
restaurant, be must have known
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Did he often work for whites?

Yas, he worked svervabhere for whitss. At that tims hs
didn™t have the capital o do anvihing himssl+.

Uncle was working for othsrs then as a cook.  khat did
v do at homs?

At that time I had a baby, so I stayed at home to taks

care of the baby.

#n odid Unole go into businsss for himsslf?
war broke oub in 17430, In 1942 he started opsning
E”T&qunt.
ite Bes, vou cameg to the U.o. arowund minetesn—wshat?

b
I camz to the



£ O, vou came to bt Shavtes Lher Hhen Uncle opsnsd =
rastogrant himseld, did you go help ot

AT Yas.

M dhere did rent the place™ -

a1 Un Loz &ngeles SBtrest.

g On Los Angeles Shreet hars?

A im Lo fngeles,

s z at the restaurant good?

2 Yes, bhusinsss was good, bhecause the war was QDIMG o0
then, 777, all went to 797, so businsss was good.

Gr  Than the restaurant was very oloss to 7?77

fs It was very close Lo 797

2 Then did vou go down to help Unele?

A2 Yes, the whole family helpsd, because during the war 1t
was very hard to find hired help. Like dishwashing —
it she said she wouldn™t do it, she™d taks off the apron
and l=zavs, =0 yvou'd have Lo do it vourssld. S0 ocuw sons
and daughters., we 311 heload ocut togsther.

£ Than yvou could meks somg noney at that time?

AT e sades monesy, and labter we opaened a second eastaarant.

{is How long did vouw have this restagrant on Los Sngelas
Straat, Auntis Gae?

N ble had it for O vears.

140 G Oh, 14 vears?

£ Yes.

@ Then why did you stop running that restauwrant?

3 Begcause that place had to be torn down to build a TV,

- they nesded the whols sireest.

@1 To builg 7777 TVv?

& Yoo, o Duildg 7?97 TV

g Bo ovou had o sove beradse the bodlding was to bs torn
doan

AN Yes, so owe had Lo move.

G here did VL move o’

A because Uncls h 7R

Then I soved to & houssbold,
in Chinatown running the ze
to his place.

d: About how long did he work at the zscond restaurant?

m:  Unole worksd there for several decades.

& o long? .

A Yes, he worked theres until hes bought it b*mae}%,

By Oh, he hmuuhh that entire building himssl+$?

&y Hem iimsael f.

g Didg wou go hgip at the second restawrant?

4 i ipe Ha hired workers. Hecauss thers were
Shares, was torbidden to work there yoursslf,

B You ina Tor S0 DAnY YEAFS Now, have vou ever

oo

v did wvou want
Hercause my childre
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thae LGS, There were no jobs. sand somstisss there was
hardly anyihing to sat. B0 Uncle suggesited that I taks
the children back to our hometown in China, and bvring -
thesm back later. That way we went back to wvisit for 5
vaars, andg tha2n the Japanesse happsnsd to start the War .
TRy Dombied RHumsrn and Toiseng. Entry and exit
was locked then, so Uncls wrote and told wus to go to
Hong Hong iasmedistely. That’s how we went to Hong Eong,
and later we came back.
Were all vour children born in China? .
They were born in the U.8. ‘
ihey were born here, but went back to live in China for
=7

hay went back to live for & years. That® s why my
childran know Chinese, and they ve studisd it.

80 a2 total of B8 of you went baclk to vour hometown?

Yes. At bhat time thers weren’t B of us.: thers wers 4.
cught 4 back, and when I wes back in China another

it born. My voungest son wasn®t born until I owent
back to the U.Z. I have a total of & childrsn.

& ehnildren. #hat did vou do back home during these &

There wasn®t anvihing to do esxcespt taks care of the

childrsn.  Back home the water disagresed with me, and we
often got sick.
The children got sick or vow dig?

The children gobt sick and I did too, bscause the water
Was no onod, '
But vou had monsy then, so yvou didn™t have to do
thing, right? .
I dicdn't have to work, I just tock cars of the kids ab
T Becaus2 back hmme, I couldn™t work even i+ 1

ntad to. e had mo land, we hiﬂﬁ't have anvihing.
Did vou have a lot of housss back bhome?
I had a large house at home. Thmra wWwas a half-houss (73
and & room WhNich were mins.  They were all newly built.
Atter going back to China then, uld yvou ever gio back st
any othsr time?
I never went back to ow hometown. It was 12848 or 19
thern.
You went back around 1943, didn®t yvou?

v T
o

v

Flease ftell m=2 sore

I 1978 I went bs GL to Hong EHong.

Dig wvou go back with Uncle?

Yes, I went with Uncle.

How long did yvou stay b

That time we only stavec

Do oyou still weite to peo

He wirite,

Do yvou still have re
F

i 1
I have relatives, and al

gt tims
1

™
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&3 Mo, 1'm oasking about now in ..
A ow oat the place whers I live in L.&., 777, 1 have
adican frisgnds.
i o vou have Ghinese friends?
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fazl vour children are more Chinese or fAimerican?
wmy children are more Chinsss.

v owere 2ll born in the Statsx™

e Porn in the States, but they 311 went back
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Mol oses wWestarn
e ouadavs at hons, do o you Cﬂak foodse with Chinese herbs?
A g, Liks I tgﬁi herns to cook oxdisil. That's
Chinsss ol "
230 0 Hesidass herb= with oxtarl, do you take aobthsys
thir *
Y
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for recrestion?  FPlay mahiong o swatch

o
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I"m not interestied in mahionga.
Then whiat ares yvou interested inV
;3

we to oo swimming.
o 11 & to go swisming

o I
A ouw oww
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to go to Chinatown. I mostly co out to
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coms ount once 2 wesk from PPP oo LLALT
come out o L.fA.., a3 many as 3 or 4 timas.
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& . krow how to dreive?
A% tooddeis 4 the car oulb. Mow I

chy i wes
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£ it ponvenisnt to a haxi’®?

Sy Convenient.

o vou liks to watoh movies?

EE . ik when they show movies, I alwsys go Lo

FE e BT - I D
+
T

o you like to wataoh Chingss movies o Western movies?
dmntt watch Western ones, but a2t hosse oo TV, I often
altoh Wastern onss.
han youw're in Chinatown, you watch Chinese movies?
Yes, | watch Chinese movies. ' _
Do wvouw have any relatives in China now? ‘
Yes, 1 have a sister—in-law back home.
h., & sister—in~law.
Ye5.
Gryons besides her?
Soms nephees and nisces,
Do owvouwr write to her?
Somelt imes wWwerlte and send somsE monsy back.
did owouw join the 777 Association in Los Sngeles?
Bl .
Wy pot?
Why o T The aFE g wonen in 1n.

1
WUnele, for instanoes, in Los Qﬂwmimﬁa
L o

Do vaou Enow ANy who have dong & lobt in
I &
Feople who've dons a 1ot?  In L.AL7?

.
Then of cowss it would be the CUOBA
=) DUOHEAT
f Chas,
But [*m not sure who they are..
Wa, just asking shout
Those who’ve dong things
whiﬁh Chingess in L.A. do
Py most famous one ussed
ﬂﬁﬂt about now, I youwr
I'm not swre aboul now. This B
Tihe head of the CCBS is callied ez Eam Won .
It s Lee Fam Hon.

s ol O e M, — — - oo, —
They v doneg & lot for svarvones.

theilyr namss.

@l l~krowe?

by

You'we lived in Chinatown several decadss. Refore the
war, what rinds of jobs did most Chiness havea?

s i a i 3 i
Betore the war, Chineseg were poor ano didn’t

Blusinssses.

Then what did thesy do?
dhat did they da? SBSomstimes they wrots keno tickets.

restanranta’?
LWt
efors the war?

fGid anvorne open
Thare wars only
Oh, two? Be

.
Yes, LwWwoa Thare were oerhapgs 2 or F laundriess.
What ware the wapgss of Chiness Like?

Somes 3

porbed on Far
sovEm fdo

wold tea leaves -t o door . Chinsse didn’t have real
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Mow much did
o oknow how much they mads, I only Know they sold
wme door—~to-door. : +
=2y matde so little monoy then, did they have snouch.

had enough to est. We Chinsse are thriftivy, whsen wus
a bit of money wz won't souandse 1t oon food. Somes
Y They

mansy and beought it b
Taundery and saved up tka -

2 cams they would go back homs. The nsn before
vary harg iife!

they 0

ig they like to live together?

=g they didn’t know English.

thare any other reasons™

didn™t know English, and sscondly the whilas wers
ng away the Chiness, so they might as weil live
fer.  There used to be = lot of anti-Chinese
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My BONE A th@raﬁ grcaept fo

we them to
b&?u?&a irat i, ¢ inese do owith th
jobhs i

??‘if ?1

y ; Foone son in
The second son is in 777, and all the cthers are {n 777
?hﬁi’g why [ like to live near my Sons. i¥ anvthing
: e
(= £ =1

in ths ba
paopnle very idosn keplt swoney i bthe banbks.
Chinssa, it they trusted sach other, thsy could

v T
'n

entrust somsone to take care of 1t, oo that it was

readily available.

o i4 somsons opsned a store, he would keep 1t with his

friends? ' '

Yas, bhevtausse he didn*t speak the languags., so fthare

wouldn™t be the inconvenitsnce of going o the Dank,.

Do vou know anyvone in Chinese-zdministered areas?

In Chinsse-admninisterad areas?

Yoz, whao do o you know thers?

I don't know anv., bhecauss thev re 8t homs,. how would I
i

Liow Them?

Do oyvou +eel that many Chines @lwavs vary
concarned aboul China in th

Yes., Before, Ohinese, alwmas a0 hack to
Chima. Here, thesy didn it speak the languags, and they



dicdn’™t know how to go out and ahﬁp fo Ethings. S0 thay
wantsd to o back homs. 8% ho B
Endpbwle and they would have

Gz Many insse nover kend backx -
thay back to their rel

S I+ % back homs, th to
theis th had wives there.

(Em 43

Tapsg 1 Gide B

GO I¥ they had wives bhack homs, than they’d send it thsre.
Do you know if there wers WQﬂy Chiness who never went
back afifer coming to the States?

Sr Yes, I know of & man named Fong who came 1o ths Statess
months atter getting marrisd. He didnt go beack until
fie was BO ye=ars old.

iz I wonder i+ his wife recogrnized him when he want back?

A% {4 course she wouldn™™f. He liked fto gamble, and lost
all the momnsy he’d mads in pork, 8o it was hard for biw
to live bscauss he was old.

Qs The world is wvery 277, the Ansrican sCconomy WSS 1D
crisis, and what happerned in Dhinatawq then?

010 Al Thoss Chireses w#ho hed families mostly went back ho
wWith their childran. 1. for gramnple, was like atT .,
After going back, we walited ti1ll the sconomy ioproved
Defore coming back.  Many cohildvren who were brought baok
graw upe in thelr honetolns.

e &bout how much did & gold pisce ussed fto be worth in
Chilmase monsy s

A kachn one could be exchangsd for arocund 20 yuan or sSo.

i gold o g could be changed for a dollar, it
togf Qrwat valiae.,

Gis didgn™t have that Lhers. I"m talklng about bDagk

You mgan Dack home. I pisce of o
i o i

at’s what my hushand sai
& Ymowhen you went back homes?
Az I went back, one plesce of gold could be swehangesd
YUWET S 180
£ vaou had a lot of monsy to spand?
o a gold dollar was worth O vuan & jiac.
& said that in the U.S8., it vou were near whiites,
wenld be oa lot of anti-Chinese {amllng. oW Jdid
~mel about that?™ Did vou fesl]l comfortables with 147
A ﬂh&m vouw come here and 811 vowrs children sars here,
can’t do anyihing even if you fesl uncomfortabls.
i were you atraid of this anti-Chinese feesling or
worried by 149
Al
&
fl the whitss had no jobs for you and the Chiness
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B v, and vou had several children. 5o
aalll about your own family, Youw husband 13
the only wut working
t the didg wyou think of going to the government Lo
he whites? .

2
i
1]
L
i
[

the Jews areg in buzsiness, and bhey
e 2 to have mongyv.

1 v oslwave add a
B, they 're making monesy to the round
i ™ P add
arted

4
=] [
J—— sasn B o~ [ -
war . when the war stertsd they began to

o o -
dhen we opensd our restaurant, there were peopls who
owned restaurants and people wno ownsd warshouses,
becawvsse the Japansse had bpeen locked wup and bad to =zsll
their businsszes.

That was in 19407

That was 1%43, 41, “42. Thaey were being locked up at
thait time, so everyone went to buy up the Japansse

bus: = sy vl @map, »na thay bho

ths M e L

=ta

i

,
5
B

Pty -
Do t owas good that he went into the
e inessY
=
Hivy was 1L good?
Baocau busines
by things like
bark for him o to
could help out.
I beligve you could say that somsons like Uncle was very
Suhcggh*u’h He made monesy and supported his famil
he was so susoessful in his work™?
Tamily buzminess.  Theres would’ve boosn nn
o hire people to work for him. L was

— }_;::} —



2, 070 W Auntis bee, what sort of people do o you usweally associate
- Wwith in your fres tims?
e I very ssldom pay aonisal calls on other paople.
11 You szldom pay social calls? -
&1 Very ssldom. :
£ What ars the responsibilitiss of bhelng & 77977
&:  Thes responsibilities are ta arrange thae tables every
day. and then the waiters will sebt ths tables. Than
winen the eldarly arrive yma heip colliect tickosts, At
that time 777 was working therse, and evervone told ms2 to

help buy things, so 1 helped ’3 ouy thinos.
ides working on this nuotrition program for the

giderly., have vou joined any othsr organizations?

& I"we joined the Club for the Eldsrly .

£ Ay other organizations?

f:r Mo, just that one group Dertors. Mow I7ve joined the
Fwan Yick Ciluh, and alsc the Ewan Ying

s many activities, Suntie Oes?

e ayve have activities to tend to.

Gz want to work so heard for o dthe notrition

?he @Zdhziwﬁ

i L home, so 1 come oul and

vier I ooan do, I do.

G Auntis Gee, how many grandohi div ywou have?

A 14 grandgehi ldran.

Lz What do vou do at homs?

Al I knit a few things or ssw some clothes.

dr 0 Do owou have & houss with a gsrden?

&1 Yes., Somstimes I opull weesds and work in bthes garden, and

that takess up the whole dav.
-

A 1o A

42 Have you jolinsd any associsztions?

4 I"wve joinsd the Womsn's Club.

e How long have you joined the Homesns Dilap®

2 Tha Human’s Mew Movement , ITvz besn in
it Ffor 30 or 40 vyearsE now.

080 8 What doess this club det

A3 HWhen it started it was for the country, like
fund-raising, 82tc. WHe women went to raiss funds. That
iz, during thse war, we worked {Er China.

[ 3 Thers are many elderly here in Chinstown. What kind of
help do you give them?

i For these eldsrly, we come ont and serve them.

#: Hhat do vou msan seryve the elder? What do vou do?

: ALt meEasl-ftimes, we ssat them, and help =211 meal tlgketas
sbo.

% D & o 7 ovears sgo, we started to have a nuirition program

for the slderlvy. What did vouw do in the program?

& T =tarted doing this kind of work, doing 7797

Gz vour grandohildren study Chingse?

Fis girandoht bdren haven®t studied Chinese.  They study

i oa white nelighborhond, there™s no Chiness
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I¥ they couwld study Ohiness where they live, would you
iike them to do so07 B
Yas, I owould, Dub only i+ they heve the intersst. "
Have vour grandcohildren sver said that thesy would like
to learn Chingse, but couldn®it becauss thay live too far

auWay’?
Mo, they havent.
Do thelr mothers know Chinsse?
£1l thelyr mothsrs know Chiness, they know soms Chiness.
What do vouw and Unsle do &t home in yvour free timeT
Me wead and plant flowsrs in the garden. MNow wes’ve

b

Lanted some tomatoss, pasppesrs and 777, and we’ve
lanted a8 lot of lettucs.
paides gardening, do vou have obther forms of

L B S w0 o
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g :

ides gardening, we sometimes watch TV, and somstimss
we go oub.

T o you usually dm at homa on
hiouse and pas the tins
e over o 2 oFor dinnsir.
Jo oyou Byer go to other ftowns with vour ohilderen™
Wae don™t vel, bhEcauss they don’™ it have tims.
Did vou go beat

.
e a2

I"ve gone befors
i

w
g

tur &y
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with & daughitsr, to Hong Eong. IPve
gons bhack twice with a daughter, dﬂﬂ once with Uncle.
Hhy do vou like to go to Hong Fong so sueh?
Because oy daughter’s 777 wants to come to the U.B., so
she goes to gat her over hare.

Auntie e, what sise would yvou like to fsll me about
vouwr life, about conditions in the US.7F

Life has besn difficull. I"ve sswn garments by dav
betforsg, and at night 1 came over and opsnsd a small
Laundry where [ ironed clothing.

How long did vou do that?

For one or two vears, and then ws opensd the restauranth
orn Los Angeles Strest.

That is, whan you first came to the H.8.7

Mot when I Ffirst got here. I 1938, after I came back
to the U.8., I went to ssw garmegnts in a garoent
factoryv.

Bo, youw ve sswn garments beforsa?

I sewed them for several vears.

Have vau sver bsen fto 777

Mot wntil later, in 1950,

I= 777 yvours?

Mo, it's rented, it's Chinatown’s
1

“
]
L4

You mainly sit in the 777 and collect money”
Yes, 1§ cmllwf% MONeY. A guarter. a guarter sach, that’s
how 1 cmlle T it
How long have you worksd abt P77
For o ovears.
[P D



g Oh, so long

A5 I1"ve boon there for 8 yvears.

L Did vou make any monegy dwing these 5 vearsT

&1 For & years it was my own, and I made a bit. Tha last 2
vears 1 worksd for other paople. hRe bid for it and did’
it his way- ere was no onsg he couwld hire, so he hirsd

¥
me and I helged his oub.
170 G Do yvou remsmber how smuch it cost o win the bid for this
prpp
A: It took 3400, %400 a month to get the bid
By How big was 1t7

: 75 o 786 cars.
iz Gh, 73 or 76 cars?
(=1 Yoc.

2! Then how much did vou make oh month™ _
r Eaoh monthy, a guarter, & guarter, atier deducting $600,
I hag 200 lsfi.
igo s Ia that the monthly averagsa?
fir Yes. An average of $£200 or so each sonth.
;0 Then vouw dons many things, funitie Ges,.  Whalt else how

wiou donea?
: Many things, meny things. I"ve bhesn through a lot.

G dhat slss7 :

& I alzg beesn in restawranis, 1I7ve worked in a restaurant,
and sgwn olothing 1in a2 white business. I usea to have &
friend who worked there, and she took me there Lo work.
I didn™t know ths langusges, vebt I still weni to work
there.

fn 190 O thing slse vou'd 11 to say, fAuntis Gee?
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