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1 003-008 Intreduction
009-015 Mother was born in San Francisco. Father was born in
China. Mother passed away 10 years ago at the age of B86.

016=-022 There was not much women could do in the old days.

Mother did a lot of sewing.
023-026 Mother had 5 children. She supported the whole family.
She used to buy a couple of fighes for dinner for 5 cents.
027-035 May Lum (ML) &id not know about her grandparents.

2 026-040 MI. was the youngest one in the family. Twoe brothers and
two sisters all went to school in San Francisco.
041045 ML family used to live on Pacific Street. Then after the

fire they lived on Grand Avenue at the upstairs of a store.
046-050 ML did not know how much her mother made by sewing, but
she made encugh to support the family.

051-056 Sewing at home and at the factory was a popular job among
the Chinese women.

057-060 Father passed away when ML was 9 years old.

061-065 Married women did not work outside of the home. Mother
worked at home at the beginning till father passed away.

066-067 ML was born in San Francisco in 1903.

068~-070 ML lived in San Francisco till 1944 when she got
married and moved down to Los Angeles.
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3 071-082

083092
093-111
4 112~119

120-124

125-138
139-149
5 150-156
157-163
l64~-167

168-178

179-185

6  186-201

202=-209

210-217

ML and her husband were on a blind date in San Francisco.
Husband went to San Francisco to visit his brother in )
San Francisco. Through her brother's friend's introduction.
ML met her husband who were both in their 40s.

ML went to the Oriental Scheool, later they changed the name
and never went to Chinese school. The Commodore

Stockton was in Chinatown, All the students were Chinese.
ML's first job was in & cabaret nightelub, passing out
muffing to the customers during the lunch hours and in the
svenings, '

Working in a candy store on Market Styeet for a few years.
After that ML worked for an American owned mink store.
ML associated with American people until she married

"Alan {Lum) .

ML belonged to Square and Circie Club becatge of friend's
intreduction. The club used to have a meeting every month.
Sometimes the club members got together to play cards.
That's how ML learned to play mahjong.

Most members were not housewives until later vears.

The last job ML had was working at the White House
(bepartment Store) and she did alterations for almost

20 years,

Made three dollars a day at the beginning. When ML left
the White House she made $2% a week, which was good pay

at that time, :

ML did not save too much money Irom her salary.

There were not other Chinese who worked with ML at the
White House. ML was treated very nicely.

ML came to ILos Angeles and worked in the Grand East
Restaurant. When the restaurant moved to New Chinatown,
the name was changed to New Grand Hast. The ¢ld restaurant
located on Alameda right across the street of Union Station.

Grand Fast was upstairs and owned by her husband and

4 other owners.

The restaurant might have started during World War ITI and
had very good business, Customers were both Chinese

and Americans. Mostly friends of ML's husband.

There were two or three waiters. Husband wasone 0f them.
ML was the cashier.
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The restaurant was moved to New Chinatown arcund 1950
because of the building of the freeway.

There was a ligquor store next door; a bhar underneath the
Grand East, owned by Mexicans; another grocery store; and
another smaller restaurant and meat market.

Most shoppers were Chinese. Mest of the restaurant
customers were Americans.

New Grand East Restaurant was where the Golden Palace
Regtaurant is.

The expense of a restaurant was duite high. The
business was very good.

Wwhen the restaurant moved to the New Chinatown the four
owners split up. One partner staved with Alan Lum.

In 1965 the restaurant caught fire so they closed the
restaurant. Then bought an American restaurant "Oscar,”
located where the Bank of America parking lot is now in
Chinatown.

ML felt that because they didn't know how to run an
American business and all the workers were unionized that
they lost all thelr money in that American restaurant.
ML did not associate with many American people. Too

busy to assoclate with any people.

Blacks came to the restaurant. They were nice pecple.
There wers also Japanese customers, mostly local.

ML S?Oke Chinese at home alil the time.

ML's famlly celebrates Chinese New Year. ML gave Iai

8i (“’h % ) {to relatives and children) in the
celebration of New Year.

Grandson does not speak Chinese. ML speaks mostly Chinese
all the time. ML felt more Chinese.

Most people ML associates with now felt more Chinese.

Most of them are from China.

ML usually goes to an American doctor in San Francisco.
Mother used to repare Chinese herb tea like

Leung Cha {,x ) and other herbs.

Mother liked to go to Chinese opera. ML didn't like
Chinese opera but liked American movies.

MI, plaved mahjong.

Mother went to Chinese opera at least twice a week and
played mahjong about twice a week after the children

were grown up.

ML does not have relatives in China, so she doesn't have to
write to China.
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10 417-436 Husband belonged to Lum Associztion., He used to pay $10
for the dues in 1950's and 1960's.
438455 Husband was very active in New Year's parade. When the
Hop Sing Tong had the dragon out they wanted him to be
there.
11 456=465 Hasband alsc belenged to American <lubs such as the
Footprinters, Shriners and a lot of other clubs.
466-478 Once in a while there was a party in the club besides

the meetings. ML did not go with her husband to these
functions. Some of them did not allow women (tec participate).,
4746+488 Alan Tam used te march in the parades.

END OF SIDE A

L QG5-010 ML thought most of the Chinese men worked in the restaurants
and most of the women worked in the home.
011-017 ML's sister was a telephone operator in the Chinatown

telephone exchange. They spoke mostly Chinese. Oldest
sister spoke some English, the second sister did not speak

English.

018~020 Sisters started working probably in their late teens. ML
started working when she was 15.

021-025 The average income of Chinese family was very little.

But the Chinese managed to support the family. Things
were cheap Tthen.

2 026~036 Chinese all like te live close to each other. ML's
family lived in one room in a tenement. There were about
10 families living on one floor and sharing a community
kitchen. No bathtub but two toilets to one ficor.

037-041 Most people sent the money they saved to China. Only a
few were able to make enough money for saving.
g42-052 Most of the restaurant help were here alone and had to

send money back to their wives. Whan they were off duty
they stayved in the restasurant and played mahijong and black-
Jack.
053~056 ML did not have enough money to put in the bank.
057062 ML did not know anyvbody who was involved in politics.
ML didn't think Chinese liked to get involved,
063~069 Husband had family in China. He came to San Francisco
" when he was 17 years old.
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3 070~078 ML did not remember whén her hushand came to Los Angeles.

079-083 Alan Iam's two brothers came to Los Angeles before Alan
did. Thev had a regtaurant in Central Market and served
both Chinege and American foods.

084-086 During the war everyboedy made money.

027-098 ML was working during the depression. Worked in the
telephone company for a short while. Did not like the
job that much.

099-108 Chinese men met their wives mostly through matchmakers
(A% N s ). One sister got married through a
matchmaker, but not the other bhrother and sister.

4 109~114 When a daughter got married, mother usually prepared the
clothings, a comforter, and jewelry for the daughter.

115-119 Sister got married in the Chinese style. ML remembered
worshipping ( 7% "% ) in the wedding and the sister
dressed all in red.

1z20-12¢8 Mother did worship the ancestors and also gods.

127-131 In the old days most Chinese went back to China to get
married. Now scme of the American born Chinese go back
to get married too.

132-135 ML did not care whether she had a son or daughter as long
as the children were healthy.

136~146 The older folks did not like interracial marriages because
the ideas are different so the marriage does not last too
long. ML did not care whether one was interracially
married or not.

5 147-150 ML thinks it is important to have children study Chinese
language.

151=-156 ML thinks most people from China would like to go back
to China. Hushand did want to go back to see his mother.

157-160 AlLl of alan Lum"s brothers brought their wives to the
U.S. and stayed here.

161-163 ML, did not Xknow anvone who sent their children for an
education.

164-172 ML has not been to the movies for 10 years. There were
not many movies made about Chinese. The way the Chinese
were portrayved in the movies did not make any difference
to ML.

173-187 ML would like to see her children to have an education

in order to et better jobs. ML congidered to have
titles like an exXecutive was a better job. ML's daughter
was an execubtive. Son also has a title too.
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& 188~195

END OF TAPE 1

Hushand wanted the c¢hildren to take his business over
but the children did not want to.
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