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1 001~-005 Introduction.
006-013 Parents were in Chinpa when Dick Tom (D7) was born.
014-020 DT was born in Teishan in 1902. Came to the U.S. in
1921.
021-027 Father was in the laundry and restaurant businesses in
Los Angeles.
028-029 Mother never came to the U.S.
030=-032 Had two brothers and cne sister.

2 032-038 Spoke Chinese with father.

03%9-049 DT went to night school in the Lutheran Church in old
Chinatown for less than a year. No chance to go to
school.

050-070 DT went to grammar school in Toishan. Then gquit school
to come to America.

3 071-083 Pather had a grocery store (Wing Chung Lung) in old
Chinatown. When the ¢ld Chinatown was condemned, they
moved to the present location on 9th Street.

084~086 DT worked with his father and continued the business
after his father passed away.

087-096 Because of the immigration laws, mother was not allowed
to come.

0e7-099 After World War II, it was easier to immigrate to the
U.5. but DT's mother got too old and did not want to
come. DT had to visit her in China,

160-101 Mother was a housewife.

102-116 DT lived in the back of a store. Father and brothers

: all lived in different places,
4 117-128 The room he had in the store was abovt nine feet by ten

feet. The store size was about 40 by 75.
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4 129-153

5 154~165

166-168
169-180.

181190
6 161-194
195-202
203~-207
208-216

217~244

7 245-24%

250-264

265270
271283

8 284291
292-309

310~318

319325

Summary

DT managed the store with his father and uncles. The
business was started by-his grandfather with 50
dellars. The rest of the capital was invested by otherxr
laundrymen, etc. Fifty or one hundred dellars each.
Grandfather took care of the business. The laundrymen
were cousing and relatives.

One half of the profits were reinvested in the store
business.

Scld Chinese groceries and some Chinese herbs.

DT used both Chinese and American doctors. The older
people drank Leong Tsa ( iﬁi ;ﬁ} ).

DT misged China. He went back to China after world War
I1I several times.

DT got married in Los Anceles. Wife was from China.

A lot of Chinese went back to China to get married.
The old parents didn't like the girls who were too
Americanized,

DT's marriage was matched by both parents. DT got
married in 1929.

DT hag nine children. Three or four of them were sant
back to China for an education. A couple of the
younger ones didn’'t stay and came back with their
mother. Three of them stayed for an education.

07T hired a Chinese tutor to teach the children a couple
of hours at night.

DT felt that Chinese had vexy little chance teo do
anything in America. There were more chances to do
business with Chinese. )

Most of DT's friends came from Toishan.

DT hired ten to fifteen employees: salegpersons, cocks,
warghouse workers,

Most of the groceries came from Hong Kong.

DT owned a produce market as well as an asparagus farm.
DT had over 100 acres of fermland in Laguna Beach.
Hired over i0C workers to work in the field., Grew
beans and tomatoes.

DT had his own produce market called Wah Fay. DT sold
the produce market before the 1850's.

DT started the produce business during World war II
while the Japanese were in the concentraticn camps.
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326-337
338-34%
346-351
352-362
363-371
372-376
377-382
383-~388
389-410
411-427
428-442

443-471

END OF TAPE 1 SIDE A

Jot

003-016

017-033

034-038
039-052
053056
057065

066-072

073-081

Summary

DT worked 15 to 16 hours a day both in the store and in
the market.

DT's children felt both American and Chinese,

Playved mahjong but did not gamble.

There used to be a lot of Chinese gambling houses for
laundrymen and restaurant workers.

DT didn't have much spare time. .

Once or twice .a yvear went to American movies.

DT only watched TV news,.

DT knew the Pai Gau game but didn't play it.

Closed the store one day for Chinese New Years., DT .
still worked in the store taking inventory and never
had a vacation. :

Wife was a housewife. Thev had a cook in th store so
his wife didn't have to_rcok.

Giving Lai Shee { %ﬁ <% _ ) was a Chinese cusiom on
New Years.

After getting married, DT bought a house on 24th Strest
near San Pedro Street. Chinese had no chance to buy a
house.in a white neighborhood.

Tape 1 Side B

In the white neighborheoods, when the white people
locked at Chinese, they acted funny. There were Mr.
Alpbert Quan, Mr. Louie of Louie Produce, and a few
Chinese who lived in DT's neighborhood.

When they first moved into the neighborhood, it was
difficult for the whites. After a while the neighbors
understood more about Chinese and it was alright.

Owned some commercial properties but had no problems
with them.

Didn't run into any other discriminative incident.
DT seldom went to night clubs.

Children never told him any discrimination against
them,

DT wrote to and sent money to his mother, as well as
relatives when it was needed.

DT was a member of the Chinese American Citizens
Alliance (CACA), and CCBA and helped the building of
the CCBA new building and the Chung Wah School.
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3 082-088 DT felt it was necessary to join CACA to fight against
discriminatory laws.
089~103 Also joined DT's Four Families Associaticn, Tom Hom
X . R . . 2 > 7
Huei Tsei families Association (3% é"% \gﬁ’%’{ l.
The association had DT as president for many terms.

4 104~124 The association had meetings once a month and held
picnics for the family members. There were also womesh
in the club.

125~135 DT was an American citizen bhecause his father was an
American citizen,

138-158 It was a tough time during the Depression. DT kept all
the workers but had smaller profits for abcut ten
Years. :

5 159~180 Farming, restaurant working, service jobs were the
major Chinese occupations. during the Depression they
got less payv. DT had cur the wages of his emplovees.

181-~189 During the Depression, a roast beef dinner cost 35¢.

& ' ©1%0-19% . In the 1920's, DT started with 530 a month. It was an

’ ordinary income.
200-205 DT sent most of his meoney to his mother.
206-217 A loaf of bread cost zbhout 5 to 7¢.
END OF TAFE 1 SIDE B
Tape 2 Side A
1 001-013 All the single emplovees lived in one small living

gquarter. They sent thely money to their familiss in
China or if they wanted to gamble, they gambled with
their money.

014-016 The money was sent back to China to support the
family's living.
017028 DT's family bought farm land. The farmers paid rice for

the rent. Family owned five or six (mou %4 ). The
family got enocugh rice for supplies,

029-054 lew Sing Kai was a prominent person. Peter SooHoo was
an engineer and president of CACA, a nice person.
Thomas Wong was the president of Chung Wah. T.8. Chew
was a Chinese herbal doctor. They were well-known.

z 055-064 People who wanted power tried to control two tongs in
Les Angeles: Hop Sing Tong and Bing Kong Tong.
065-080 Chinese mostly liked to stay around Chinatown. Some

Chinese naturally wanted to move to a better place to
live if they could afford it.
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081-084 .

085100

101-103

104-134

135-156

157-171
172-177

178-185

186~193
194-202
203-206

207-211
212-232

233-246

247-250
251-266

267-277

Summary

People lived in Chinatown because of finance and
gsometimes because of language.

During the Sino-Japanese War, DT and Thomas Wong and
CCBA officers organized a Xong Yit Wei (jfﬁnafﬁ“)
[Anti~Japanese Associationi. !
Most people gent money back to China,

Jewish people ars good business pecple. Chinese worked
longer hours in business, Jewish pecople are smart
people. DT did a lot of business with Jews. They
respected each other and got along very well.

Most Chinese got married through a matchmaker. Most of
them went back to China for marriage. Twe
daughters~in~law from China, one was born in America,
one from Korea.

Interracial marriages in the 1940's wasn't popular.
Children are free to choose their mates.

DT didn't prefer having either a son or daughter. A lot
of Chinese did want to have a son.

There were not many Chinese girls in America, that's

why Chinese had to go back to get married.

Chinese married to whites, blacks and people of other
ethnic backgrounds, people didn't care.

DT thought most parents thought it was important to have
a Chinese education.

DT didn't think about going back to China to live,

More education the better for a person.

A few Chinese wanted to return to China to live. Most
of the time when a Chinese got old, they wanted to live
in China with their family after a long separation.
Never divorce.

Sometimes some Chinese had more than one wife. Father
had two wives. Mother knew about it but what could she
do?

DT seldom watched movies.

"In our age, we worked hard and we don't want our
children to work the same way," said DT. DT's children
iearned commerce in USC and now helped in his grocexy
store and restaurant business.

To be an engineer, a doctor can make more money and is
an ideal 3job.
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1 0C1-003
004-017

0le~022
$23-030
031-033
2 033-041

042--049

050-053

054~064

065-C71

3 072-076

077-0%21
092-108

4 109-1134
1315-122
123-135

136-143

5 144-155

Summary

DT had twoe sons-in-laws who are doctors, twe sons who
are lawyers. DT thought it was better than a

_businessman.

Tape 3 Side A

Introduction.

Economically, Chinese did pretty well today. Compared
to other, Chinese did better.

DT is very proud of being a Chinsse.

Chinese always like to have their own business.
Chinese give their children all the education they
want,

Parents cannot force their children to be what they
want them to be.

Wing Cheng Lung was & grocery store selling mostly
Chinese groceries and a little American items. Has
American customers too.

Wing Chong Lung was originally located on 752 N.
Alameda Street.

Grandfather used to be in the laundry business, then
crganized Wing Cheong Lung. Grandfather came to the U.S.
about 30 vears before DT was born.

Grandfather came to the U.S. looking for a job.

Grandfather first worked for cother people in the
laundry.

Arcound 1B8C Wing Chong Lung was founded.

DT had a butcher shop in the store., The store supplied
restaurants groceries., Wing Chong Lung started the
bean sprout business,

The store also made barbeque pork.

Grandfather's partners were cousins and relatives,
During the Depression the business was bad. Wing Chong
Lung went bankrupt many times.

Gradually, business went bad so some partners left.
After DT tock over, he gradually hought the other
partners’' shares.

DT started with $530 a month. Some people got $30 a
month., DT worked fifteen to sixteen hours. No Sundays
and holidays.
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5 156-168 When DT came over in 1921, there were about six or seven
partners. Some owned one hundred dollars, some two
hiundred dollars.

169176 After grandfather passed away DT continued the business.

S 177-183 The store only hired relatives in the early days.

& 184~197 The store hired butchers and a cook. The amployees
lived in a warehouse on the next strest. Grandfather
used to live in the

198-202 Grandmother never came to the U.S.

203-20% DT helped grandfather take care of the bean sprouts when
he first arrived in Los Angeles.

210-220 DT described how to make bean sprouts.

221-224 DT helped in the butcher shop and in making barbecue
pork.

225-239 DT used a Chinese bookkeeping method. DT learned how to
4o bookkeeping himself.

7 240-245 DT felt he was a typlcal Chinese.

246~258 Very few Chinese had their own husiness.

259-270 DT started his produce business during the war.

271-286 After the Japanese came back from the concentration
camps, DT sold his produce business to a Japanese.

8 287-320 In the 1920's, Wing Chong Lung imported Chinese
groceries.

321~349 The steore alsc sold restaurant food, such as
water chestnuts. bamboo shots, and soy sauce.

3 350~363 At the most, the store hired fifteen to twenty
employvess and had three or four itrucks deliver to the
restaurants.

364-386 Ten vears ago, DT's salary was $150 z month, his
employees got $75 to $125 a month., Maybe twenty years
ago, or in 1935~1945.

10 387400 The store now is about 80 feet by 160 feet. Today the
store has more business.

401-416 wWhen the old Chinatown was torn down, DT chese San Pedro

Street area because it was near the produce market and
a large Chinese community was there. There he could
get away from the competition of Chinatown.

417-452 Now the store's hours are from 8:00 AM to 6:00 PM
Monday through Saturdav, and 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM., In
the early days, the store was opened around 8:00 AM and
closed around 7:00 PM. Becaunse of the labor laws the
store adjusted the hours.
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11 453=-461
462470
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1 001-002
003~011

012-026
027031

032-042

2 043-052
END OF TAPE 3 SIDE B

END OF INTERVIEW

Summary

Now the store has a woman cashier. DT's
daughter-in-law works there too. There were no women
employvees in the early days.

Emplovees were both single and married. The married
one left wife in China.

Tape 3 Side B

Most of the people had wives in China.

If a good person, he would go back to China once every
four or five years to see the family. Some people did
not go back to China at all. They played and gambled
their money away.

Sometimes the employees never got paid and got money
once a year. Every time they needed monev they got it
from the store and used credit. They didn't use a
bank,

There was a very simple income tax form in the early
days. There was no problem.

The partners paid income tax but there wasn't much
income.

Today one has to pay income tax.
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children sent to China for, 1A:6
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women's roles in, 1A:3
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Gambling, popularity of, 1A:9,
Games, 1A:9-10
Grocery atores
customers of, 34:8
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Interracial marriages
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Kong Vit Wei, 2A:3

Laguna Beach, California
Chinese Americans in, 1A:8

Lai Shee, 1A:10
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Lew, Sing Kai, Z24:l

Lutheran Church, 14:7Z
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mate selection patterns in
1A:6: 2414
Matchmakers, Z2A:4
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return to China by, 1A:3
wife of, 1A:5
working eXperiences of

1A:3-4, 103 3A:5, 6

Tutors, 1A:7,

University of Southern California
ZAT

Way Fay, 14:8
Wing Chong Lung, 1A:3
customers of, 3A:8
ethnicity of, 3A:2
employees in, 1A4:7; 34:6, 9, 11
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family involvement in, 3A:0
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profitability of, 1A:5
size of, 3A:10
suppliers for, 3A:8
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Wing Chong Lung
women's roles in, 3A:l}
working hours in, 34:5, 10
Women
family roles of, 14:3, 10
Coccupation patterns among, SA:ll
remaining in China, 1A:3
Wong, Thomas, 24:1, 3
World War 11
occupational changes brought
about by, 1A:8



