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| 019 Auntie, what 1s vour name?
Lim Kigm Yes.

Where do_you live?
Ar M2 VAT number 851.
New ?
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New . "Dato .
C.K. Auntie, what were vour parents' nemes? What was yur father's
namne?

My father's name was Lim Hak-wai .
What kind of work did wour father use to do?

My father went to Sydney.
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Sydnen is {iesfit 2 . How many years was he there?
Gver ten years.

Several decades?

Several decades,

What kind of business did he do in Sydney?

Bualﬂess? .

Business, that dis running a iﬁJ£§%¢5‘i house store. Did your.
mothar go with your father? —

No.

Did wour father go back home from time to time?

Yes.

Which village were vou in, Auntie?

T'm from Jik-kiu village, Toisan.

Ch, Toisan. Did your father buy a lot of land in Toisan?

Very little,

What did you have at home?

We had 2 house and land.

A house and land. How many children did your mother have?

My mether had four, including myself,

How many older brothers did you have?

Three older brothers/

Three brothers, and vou're the only daughter?

M .

Then your father was in Sydney, and vour brothers and mother weare
back in the villaga?

M,

How did your mether get to know your father?

Paople at home introduced them,

They got married back home?

Yes.

Did vou go to school when you were young?

T herded water buffaloes when I was young,

What about when vou were older?

When T was older I studisd sonme,

You studied Chinese?

I studied Chinese.

You say you herded wateyr buffaloes. What do you mean by that?
I let the buffalo graze in the hills and sat there watching over
them.

Then what happens i1f the buffzlo runs away?

I pull it back.
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You pull it back, but what if the buffalo won't come back? What
you do?

If vou pull it it71l come back,

Oh, if vyou pull it ic'1l come back. How many buffaloess did you have
at home? '
Just one.

Just one buffale. What did vou use the buffalo for?
We used it fer farming.

What kind of land did you farm?

Paddies, We planted rice,

You planted rice. Did vou plant all the land with rice? About how
many mou of land did you have?

Very little, 3-4 mou. ,

3~4 mou. So yvou herded the buffalec until you were older., Until
what age did you herd buffalo?

I herded cattle until I was 14 or 15,

14 or 15, VWhat did vou do after that?

I studied.

You studied., Did you ever work back in the village?

There wasn't any work to do.

No work to do? Did you have traditional Chinese friends back in the
village? '

Yes.

Did vou originally feel vou were Chinese, or foreign?

I'm Chinese. Now I'm (Jaughter) I'm in the V.S.

When you were back In the willage and anyone at home got sick, did
they take Western or Chinese msdicines?

Chinese medicines. There were no Western medicines.

Back in the village, did vou ever stew any foods with Chinese tonic
harbs?

&9
Q

: Yes,

Lo

Turtle .——___ _with...

There was danggui with chicken,

Stewed with chicken?

We raised a few chickens at home.

You used to raise a few chickens at home?

Who knows how many we had?

When you were young, what kinds of things Jdid vou like to play with
in the village?

{(Laughter) When I was a child I used to play im the sand with
pieces of tile (laughter). When I was a child T would take pieces
of tile and...

How did wvou play with the tile pileces?

I filled them with sand and pretended to cook. (Laughter)

Tt seems that in the U.5. we say that girls _(0 %0 NOUSL, a piece
of tile, put some sand in it and pretend to cbok. J

Yes. (Laughter)

Besides that, how else did you play?

: Nothing else. When I was a child, whenever we played that's what we

did,

: After coming to the U.S5., did you ever write home to your relatives?

I can't write,

You can't write, What year did you get married, Auntie?

I...
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How many years have you been married?

I was 24 ( smesew Y at that time, 30 or 40 vears.

So you've been married for over 30 vears, for almost 30 years. How
old are youn this year?

Exactly 70.

Exactly 70. If you're exactly 70, what vear were you born in?

I don’'t remember when. 1%....,10. e
You were born in 1910, so you're 70 years cold now. Where did you
get to know Uncle Chiu?

People at home introduced us.

At that time Uncle Chiu went back to China and was introduced to
vou. Then before that you didn't know him?

No, I didn't. e
Se you were introduced...Had you ever met Uncle Chiu before you
married him?

T Lad never seen him, (Laughter}

You'd never seen him. Your friends and relatives said he was...
They saild he was a good man. My mother... '

You knew your mother said he was good.

My mother said he was good.

You got married in the village?

In the village.

Was it a big occasion, getting married in the village?

Yeg, it was.

How was it & big occasion? :

We cooked, we cooked a leot of food to eat. {Laughter)

There was lots of food to eat?

There were cakes, very nice cakes.

Czkes. How long were you in the village before coming to the U.5.7
T came here, I've been here for several decades.

Did you live in the village for a long time zfter getting married?
M, '

You lived inm the village...

I Iived in the village...

How many vears did you live in the village?

I lived there for 19 years,

19 vears. And your husband returned to the U.8,7

Yes.

Did vou have any children duving all those years you were living in
the village?

We hzd a c¢hild when my husband .

You did, so wvou had a child soon after vou got married?

Yes. o

What vear did vou come to the U,5.7

19,.66G, -

You came to the U.S in 1960. Did vyou live in L.A. as soon as you
got to the U.5.7%

Yes,

HBow many children do you have now in L.A.?

A son,

A gon. Any others?

I have a daughter.

A daughter., Did yvou work a2fter coming to L.A,?

There wasn't any work for me to do,..I was old, and couldn't work!
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S0 you were at home taking care of the house, taking care of your
two children?

Yes,

Do you have a lot of friemds in Chinatown?

Many. .

Many friends. Do you know 1if the Chinese in L.A. make a lot of
money working here? What do they do with their wmoney?

They save thelr money and dbuy houses with it,

They buy houses. Do they send any money back homa?

They send money baek to the willages. 1If they have anyone there,
they send money back,

During your decades in L.A., have vou ever seen any discrimination
against Chinese by whites?

No, I haven't.

How come you haven't seen any?

1've never been to those places,.

You seldom go out? Have you ever worked in places like garment
factories?

No, I haven't,

Among your friends, vou've heard of many people going back to China
to get married. Why don’t they get married here?

The paople therse seldom get married over here. Mostly they get
marriaed in the village.

Why? Do vou know?

They don't know any girls here, so they go back to the village. e

Were there any other rveasocns besides not knowing givls?

They didn't know any girls, they ware {laughter) few, sco thev...
There uzed to be very few Chinese girls here. Do Chipese prefer to
hzve sons?

: Most of them prefer to have sons.

Why do they prefer sonsg?
Chinese like to have soms. (Laughter) They're don't like daughters
as much as people here., At home, Chinese prefer to have sons.

: You say that Chinese with traditional ideas prefer sons? Do you

yourself prefer sons or daughters?

T 1ike sons and I like daughters.

in L.A., vou see many Chinese marrying non~Chinese., Uo you think
tha's a good thing?

Yes,

Yes, Do you have any mon-Chinese friends, or friends whe've married
non~Chinesa?

Yes, thare are some.

Are they happy? .

They're happy. The ones I know are deing very well, marrving
non-Chinese is fine!

How long have the ones you lnow been married?

Some have been married for over ten vears.

About how old are they now?

Some of them are over &40,

40-¢dd, and thevy're very happy. When your children first came to
the U.8., did they study Chinese?

No. My son never went,

Did they already study Chinese in China?

Yeg, they studied in China, )




Fomi
~J
n

180

182

186

168

180

199

205

206

208

2065

19

ay ww g

el e

" x5 Te '

LR

(1}

OO O O

OO O

e

A 0O
s e .e £ i 12 ra LX) e e

o se

“e xs ws

P ol SR Foll o Boll JFell el el el ol

Wa wE  EE RE R EE RN

What about vour grandchildren? Would vou like them to study
Chinese?

I'd like him him to study Chinese, and also to study English, always
beth,..otherwise, when people back home send letters he won't be
able to read them. The people a2t home don't know English, so they
should take some Chinese, teasch him some Chinese, that’s why.

Can vour grandchildren read letters now? -
Not vyet. ' .
He's still studying Chinese. Then does he like to study Chinesse?
He likes it. He says that sometimes, at night, he can read scme
Chinsse characters. He doesn't know how to write letters, but he
can understand some simple ones.

That's nice. Do you know many friends who've gone back to China to
retire in their old age? :

Yes,

Now?

Now there are very few.

Now there are few. What about before?

Bafore there used to be many.

There were many before., Would vou like to retire in China yourself?
I'm the same anywhere now, now L don't want to go back, now I like
the U,8.

Why do you like being in the U.S. now?

Thera's a lot to eat here, so I'm here now.

What else do you like about here?

Hera, housing is good, and there are no mosquitoes. ({(Laughter)
Thare are no what?

Mosquitoes, There are a lot of mosquitoes back home. That's why I
prefer to be here.

Are there any other reasons why you prefaer to be here?

Food, there’s food here and there’s housing,

Have you ever seen those movies with Chinese acting in them, Western
movies, with one or two Chinese in them. They portray Chinese
badly, have you ever seen these movies?

I've never seen them.

You've never seen these? Do you seldom see movies?

I seldom watch movies.

You seldom watch movies, so what do vou like to do for fun?

I like to play mahjong.

You like to play mzhjong, anythng else? Do wyou like to watceh T.V.?
I like to.

You watch T.V., what slsa?

That'’s it, there's nothing else.

How many times a week do you play mahjong?

Once, )

Just once. How many hours do vou play each time?

Sometimes 5 or & hours.

5-6 hours, vou sit theve for 5-6 hours?

Yes.

Begides plaving mabiong do you have any othexr forms of recreation?
No, unless it's going to fy;fﬁ grass.

Ch, sometimes you cut the grass. Whar else?

There isn't much else to do.

Not much else to do?
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What else can old people do? They can't do anything! (Laughter)
Auntie, do you still keep in touch with many Chinese?

Yesg, .

Do you have many relatives here?

Yes.

Are vou very close to your children and family? -
Yes.

Do they often come here to visit vou?

Yes. :

You were in China for decades. Do you feel that you're still vexy
Chinese? Or do vou feel westernized?
No matter what, I'm still Chinese, because I don't understand

English., I don't understand it, and when whites talk to me I.can't

understand, I don't understand.

What would you like your grandchildren to be when they grow up?
That's up te the children.

How many grandchildren do you have?

one.

Qune. Just this one boy?

Yes,

Would vou like him to be a doctor when he grows up?

Yes, it's up to him, whatever he wants.

Have vou joined and associations or whatever in Chinatown?

No.

You didn't join any associations, What aboutr your family
asgociation?

I dida't join that, either.

You didn’t. Would you like to go back to China someday for
pleasure?

Oh, ves. I'd like to see my relatives.

Why would you like to go back to China to wisic?

I have some nephews back home, I'd like to go back and see them.
Alsoc some sgister-in-law, I still have some sisters-in~law at home.
Do you still write to them?

Yes, we write.

Are they doing all right at home?

Oh, so-so. Now there's food to eat and jobs to work at back home.
Would you now like to go back to China to live?

Ne, I wouldn'r,

Why wouldn't you like to?

Bacause back home now...there ave lots of mosquitoces, so I'm not
willing.

Why aren't you willing?

Because there are s0 many mosguitoes.

Oh, lots of mosquitoes!

Mmm, so I'm not willing.

Is there any other reason why vou're not willing?
There's...nothing to eat.

Nothing to eat. Then you'd be willing to go back to visit?
Yes, to visit, to see my relatives,

When do you plan to go back? How much longer bhefore vou go?
Oh, I don't have the momey. Without money, I can't say.
Aduntie, is there anything else you'd like to tell me?

There isn't much else to say.

G



273 0Q: HNot much else to say? Then thank you for taking the time for me to
make this tape. Thank you very much.

{End)




