
Tape 1 Side A
019 Q: Auntie, what is your name?

A: My name is Tam Siu-seung
Q: How do you spell your name? Is it T-O-M?
A: I've never spelt it. My Chinese name is Tam Siu-seung.
Q: Oh, Tam, Siu, is it "Sui Sim?"
A: Sim.

023 Q: Where do you live?
A: I, now, when I first came ••
Q: Now, where do you live now?
A: I live in L.A. now.
Q:

027

030

032

034

What numbe r?
A: ~ -E¥Ye ~a:<t:±?±:~:mife.
Q: For.:&:t-:f±Ve--R~~~) In
A: Nine-o-twelve ??? '-j 'J'. 7'1 ,.",___ '""..••' \ y I ..L-
Q: Twelve???-
Q: Auntie Tam, you .•
A: It's not Auntie Tam, it's Auntie Yee
Q:

L.A. you lived in nine-----???

Isn't your surname Tam?
A: Yes, my own surname is Tam. that is, I'm Yee Tam Siu-seung.
Q: Auntie Yee, where did you come to the U.S. from?
A: I came from Dikhoi , from the Samfow of the Yee clan.
Q:
Q:

In Szeyup, Toisan Szeyup?
What did your father use to do in the village?

A: In the village, my father used to weave vegetable baskets and things
like t.hat;,

Q: SO he wove rattan, trays, baskets, etc.?
A: I lost my father when I was very young.

~ 037 Q: Then who raised you?
A: My mother brought me up.

038 Q: How many brothers and sisters did you have?
A: Two, two, only one younger brother.

040 Q: Did you go to school in the village?
A: I studied very little, our family was poor.

042 Q: What year were you born, do you remember?
A: I remember. I was born in the 5th year of the Republic, that is,

1916.
Your were born in 1916, so this year you're sixty-odd years old?
Sixty-four.
64, oh, 64, you're 64 this year and you were born in the village?
I'm a few months short of being 64.
You studied for a few years. Besides studying, what else did you do
in the village?
Do? There was no work in the village, so I just took care of affairs
at home. Over ten years bId ???
When your mother taught you to do housework at home, what did she
teach you to do?
Yes, she taught me to take care of the house.
Everything?
To take care of the house.
How large was the house in your village?
There were two (bed)rooms, one living room, two corridors; all the
houses back home were like that.
Did you build this house yourselves?

Q:
A:
Q:
A:

046 Q:

A:

049 Q:

A:
Q:
A:

051 Q:
A:

052 Q:



A: It was handed down by my grandfather. It was shared with my (older)
uncle. each person had one side.

055 Q: Was there anything in front of your house?
A: There was a pond.
Q: A what?
A: A pond for raising fish.
Q: Oh, a fish pond.
A: Yes, a fish pond. There were trees planted in the back.

058 Q: Did you own this fish pond?
A: It wa sn 'tours, anyone could throw fish in there and raise them.

059 Q: Oh, did you have any chances to catch fish there for eating?
A: Yes.

060 Q: Did you have to pay?
A: Those who threw in fish didn't have to pay. If the pond ran dry and

you caught the fish at the bottom of the pond you didn't have to pay.
As for the rest, if the pond owners gathered in the fish, you had to
pay to buy them.
Did you often get fish from there to eat?
No, sometimes.
Sometimes you would have to buy other foodstuffs. Where did you go
to buy food?
Two pieces of farmland away from us was a small market town called
Tong-miu hui ( , Tang temple town). Ever'.lthing was sold
there. But we ourselves were interested in eating fish. We had our

063 Q:
A:

065 Q:

A:

070 Q:
A:

Q:
A:

074 Q:

077 Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q:

A:

081 Q:
A:

own fis-h pond
Q: You had your own fish pond?
A: We had our own.
Q: Where was the fish pond?
A: In the field inside our doorway, -,~,-,-, in the corner of the

field. There was a vegetable garden there, with all kind~,of melons !,

and vegetables growing in it. There were also fruits and l.: !, (\-) (' f !..t
(laughter) . ...J
Was this fish pond a very small one?
It was very small. If you put a crock into it and pulled it out,
there'd be a fish in the crock.
Oh!
When it got hot there was aLway s fish for sale at our place.
Then you say there were melons and vegetables growing in front of
your house?

A: Nothing was planted in the front, there was a pond in front. There
were all houses in the back. They were built like that all the way
to the hillside, there were trees everywhere.
What did you think of life in the village? Was,i t comfortable?
It was hard!
Hard?
Hard.
You lost your father when you were very young, so who gave you money
for your expenses?
We didn't have money to spend, it was my mother who went out and made
some.
What did your mother do to make a living?
People might hire her to plant rice or whatever. She'd make a little
money to take home, and also raise pigs. We raised two pigs a year,
and only after selling them could we'... It was very hard back home!



Then your mother was very capable?
She also wove cloth.
Oh, she wove cloth.
During each market period, she would weave a piece of cloth and sell
it! That f s how vie got by, and also supported my mother- and
father-in-law 1 and my father--in-law is 70, 70 or 80, my mother-in-law
is also 70 or 80, an old man! -

087 Q: Don' t you think that there were very few women in Chinese village ~Jho
could go out and make so much money to bring home, to support several
people?

A: Yes, because my mother was so capable, they said that after my mother
died, they said that the village had lost its chairwoman, so •• she
coulili~'tread, but she could do everything. She didn't completely
understand those muk-yu

094 Q: Muk-'yTu? When you say muk-yu do you mean those singers?
A: Those old ones who look like they're acting in a show.
Q: Those old-fashioned singers in villages back then? Like muk-yu

singing?
A: That's right.

095 Q: Hm .•old vias your mother when she passed away?
A: 46.
Q: She died so young?
A: Her daughter married when she was 36, that's 10 years!

098 Q: Were you back home when your mother died?
A: I was at hamel with my younger brother's wife. My brother wasn't

there. He had gone, to who knows what city?
Gone? Your brother had gone away?
Yes, to Hong Kong.
So when your mother died you were with .•.
My nephew, and her grandsons, the sons of my nephew.
What language did you speak at home? Did you speak Chinese?
We spoke our Toisan dialect, Chinese.
You spoke your Toisan village dialect. When you were in China, could
you speak any Cantonese or English?
No.
When you got married, who fixed you up with your husband? How did
you get to know him?

A: A matcnmaker, a matcr~~aker introduced us.
110 Q: What kind of work did he do?

A: My husband?
Q: Yes.
A: He went back from the U.S.
Q: Oh, he went back to get married?
A: He married when he went back.

112 Q: Then did you leave with bim?
A: No, I only came later.

114 Q: How many years had you been married before your husband came back
again?

A: In 1933 he came back to ..
Q: In 1933 he came back to •.
A: In 1948 ..•.
Q: SO he came back in 1933 and 1948?
A: He came back in 1947, and he brought me over in 1948.

083 Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

102 Q:
A:

103 Q:
A:

105 Q:

A:
108 Q:



Q:

A:

123 Q:

A:
124 Q:

A:

128 Q:

A:
129 Q:

A:

131 Q:
A:
Q:
A:
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I

You got married in 1933. Em" long after your wedding did he return
to the U.S.?
He continued to 1933, in 1935 he went back, he went back to the U.S.
in March, 1935.
Then you were staying in the village. What year did you corne to the
U.S.?
In 1948.
Could your mo·ther bear to let you come?
By then she had already passed away_ I'd lost my mother for many
years, over ten years before I came.
For the ten years-plus afer your mother died, did you live with your
husband's family back in the village?
I lived with my husband's family,
How was life in your husband's family?
It wa s all right, it was very good! My husband sent money back home
every month to support us. I supported her, I did everything to
support my mother.
To support your mother-in-law?
To support my own mother, the mother who bore me.
Was she old by the time she was in her forties?
I took care of her food, I prepared everythinq. vlhen she was alive I

she didn't have the money for a daughter-in-law. w~en I saw how old
my YOllii.gerbrother was and how old my mother was, I felt badly and
got together with my two older sisters. That way, I helped out, and
wrote a letter to explain things to my husband. He sympathized and
agreed to help out. In addition, my relatives also gave some money,
and that's how my mother got a daughter-in-law.
So your husband was a,,VE~ry consi¢!erate person!
He brought me over (~) ~ iahd;~i1~"it was I who got them allover by
myself. The whole family has come over.
Your brother's whole family? (A: Yes) Then I'll first ask about
your brother. When you came to the U.S., did you bring any children
with you?

A: I did, I brought a son and a daughter.
Q: A son and a daughter came with you. You got your brother over here,

so where is your brother now?
A: My brother passed away about four years after coming here.

152 Q: What about your brother's wif~? \ 1'\ Mic-...,."'\
A: She also lives here in (~.':)O, (\ ,..) -'.'."",

Q: Does she have any children now?
A: She has children. Her daughters-in-law have several (of her)

grandchildren now. She has two daughters-in-law, but her second son
hasn't married yet.

156 Q: When you first came to the U.S., you say that was in 1948?
A: Yes.

157 Q: SO you came right after the war?
A: Yes, after the war, in 1947, my husband brought me over.
Q: How were things in your village during the war?
A: I sold used clothing in the village, and I also farmed.
Q: You sold old clothes and farmed.
A: I got some land to farm.

162 Q: What kinds of problems did you have during the war?

142 Q:
A:

"I£: 144 Q:



A:

165 Q:
A:

168 Q:
A:

171 Q:
A:

I just went only that way selling old clothes to make money for a
couple of meals. It wasn't much, sometimes one or two hundred silver
coins, but I supported myself.
So you scraped by with the money you made ..
Some things I didn't have to buy -- I didn't have to buy fuel or
wa-ter, right? That way all I needed to buy was a bit of oil, salt,
vegetables and the like. -.
About how many years did you do that? During the war?
More than four years, several years, eight years!
Eight years, and the corr~unists came after the war ended .•
Hoping for it I didn't see how the co~~unists were good, liberation
wasn't until 19491

172 Q: SO at that time you had a son and a daughter down in the village, and
they helped you out? Then didn't your children go to school?

A: They did.
175 Q: They did go to school. Then you are also a very capable person, you

could ..•
A: I'm not capable! These .•
Q: And your husband wasn't there, then you could •..
A: I held onto the money he sent back, but it wasn't enough, so I took

some to help out the family. In the future when I need it and I have
money, I'll buy it back. When I came here eve ry+h i.nq was taken away
by the cowmunists, and given to my daughter, but my daughter didn't
come with me!

182 Q: SO you came to the U. S. in 1948. What did you do in the U. S. when
you first caw.e here?

A: There was nothing to do, so I took care of the kids a~d took care of
the home. Hhen I came there was only one (laughter).
How many children do you have altogether now?
There were five altogether.
One son and four daughters?
One son and four daughters.
Is everyone married now?
Everyone is married now, and they all have children. Only my son
hasn' t ••
Oh, your son isn't married?
No, he's married, but has no children yet, they still have to have
children.
What did your husband do in the U.S.?
He had always operated a warehouse together with his brothers. Later
on he worked for others, selling meat and whatnot everywhere.

194 Q: In 1948, where did you live when you first came to the U.S.?
A: In Silver City.
Q: Silver City?
f..: Silver City.
Q: And you lived there?
A: I lived there until 1955, when I moved out to L.A.

198 Q: And what kind of work did your husband do in L.A.?
A: He was also a butcher.
Q: Oh, a butcher. When did he pass a,vay?
A: In 1969.
Q: Oh, in 1969.
A: It's been 11 years, a full 11 years.

Q:
A:
Q:
A:

187 Q:
A:

Q:
A:

190 Q:
A:



205 Q: Then before your husband passed avlay, he made a lot of money I and
became very rich!

A: These riches came by working with his own two hands.
208 Q: That was still very rich! At the time your husband passed away, had

all your children gotten married yet?
A: No, only one was married, and it was all arranged by me. These fo~r

were all arranged by me.
How old was your husband when he passed away? Sixty-?
Fifty-eight.
Fifty-eight?
He was still very young.
Yes! Fifty-eight is still very young. You've been gone for so long
now, do you still miss your village?
I don't like my village, I like the U.S.
You like it here very much, and you're staying on here?
I'm staying on here.
Would you be willing to go back to China to live now?
I don't want to go back to live, I don't even want to go back to
visit for pleasure. I'm happy here, I come and go as I please, and
everything is very convenient, just steps away.
Living in L.A., do you associate mainly with Chinese?
I associate with Chinese. As for whites, when I work I have contact
mainly with whites.

226 Q: Yes, when did you start working?
A: I started in 1955, as soon as I came here.

228 Q: Oh, in 1955 you came to the U.S., no, to L.A ...•
A' Soon after getting here I went to work.

230 Q: What kind of work did you do?
A: Garment sewing.

231 Q: SO you've been sewing for several decades now.
A: Until .•.I stopped a year and a half ago .
.Q: SO you've done it for several decades?
A: Last year, I worked until August, 1978.
Q: Then you worked for over ten years?
A: For over ten years.
Q: Then you almost ..
A: For over twenty years, right? 1955, 56, 57, I worked for 23 years.
Q: You worked for 23 years.
A: I don't know where the money has gone!

241 QI SO you took the money you made by working and used it to take care of
the kids and to support the family, to educate and to raise them?

Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q:

A:
217 Q:

A:
\ 219 Q:

A:

224 Q:
A:

A: Yes.
243 Q: What

how
A: You

kind of experiences did you have sewing gaLillents? Did you know
to sew clothes at first?
take it apart and put" it togethr again. They have patterns for

you to look at.
246 Q: Then at first you didn'y know how, and you learned to do it?

A: I learned, and they taught. There was someone there to teach.
Q: There was someone to teach you how to do it?, I

A: Yes,y()~ have to find someone to teach you, where to ~:-tl.\'"'T- , where
to '\' i. t (1 ,-<, to explain it to you. Then you keep on doing it like
that afterwards.

250 Q: What were the wages then? Twenty-odd?
A: v,men I was working it was 75 ¢ an hour.



Q: 75<: an hour.
A: Yes, but I always made more than that, I always did more. Hmvever

much you do, they pay you for that much.
255 Q: The 75¢ an hour then was in 1955, right?

A: Yes, yes.
257 Q: Then you gradually, gradually rose up. By the time you stopped

working, hOH much an hour were you making? ~
A: I never did that much for him, I always worked on my own, so much.

money for so much work, and he paid me accordingly.
Q: Piecework?
A: Piece. I Horked until there was nothing to do, and then he got me

work in the photo store. That paid $1.50 an hourn abd it went up to
$2, $2.25.

267 Q: Then there wasn't that much money to be made in the photo store?
A: It wasn't a lot, even now it's only $3+, $3.50.

271 Q: What kind of experiences did you have in the garment factory? Who
was your boss?

A: Who knows who the boss was? 1. •
Q: No, what kind of person? A Chinese, or a white?
A: A white.

273 Q: A white. Was the boss a man, or a woman?
A: A man~ a man was the boss.

274 Q: Do you feel that he treated you well?
A: Very well. If you, if you had any accidents, (indistinct) insurance

would give you a bit of money. I was careless on my way to work,
fell and injured my hand, and had to go to the hospital. I went to
this white hospital, it was the most expensive one. They set the
bones and I didn't have to spend a single penny.

13 284 Q: SO when you were working here, they guaranteed our insurance??? That
way, for all this time, if you had any injuries, you didn't have to
pay yourself.

A: If you stop working and leave the factory, after six months you don't
get this an~~ore. You only get it if you work there continuously.
Every month, every week, they'll deduct your expeni?~s. This
was good, he also bought $5000 of -:;.l; '-;~: tor the workers
, and the boss worked. That's considered g60d!

293 Q: What was the n~~e of this company?
A: It was called Pattiwoods.
Q: Patti-, Pattiwoods? -
A: --woods.
Q: Pattiwoods 1 that I s a woman t s riameI Pattiwoods.
A: It's a woman (~).

297 Q: Did you work all those years in this factory? C ;'f·1.~.rc~)J(L~
A: I worked in two factories. There wa s a Si;r.'€r •.~'ard1?2 I which made

things like underwear ar.ld.,~l~s.~('·,!j~"~d these -L.,,···.:-).:L:'
(-·r"· ':z.~ was Pattiwoods, P-A-T-T-I-W-O-O-D-S. '.~Q:

A:
304 Q:

A:
Q:
A:

I also worked in this Pattiwoods
For about how long?
For 16 years, till now. In 1955 I worked at Pattiwoods.
Sixteen years, from 1960 to now is 20,yeqrs. At Pattiwoods?

1"'; i- ...=. ~.,_,r:~ ;:,Y'",

In September r 1955 I worked at £-ini:fiawarcr-;~andI worked there in
1956, 57, 58, 59 and 1960. After working there for about 5 years, I
worked at Pattiwoods, I worked there.

313 Q: Where did you wo rk the longest time.?



321 Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

329 Q:
A:
Q:
A:

335 Q:
A:

337 Q:
A:

341 Q:
A:

344 Q:

A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

358 Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

368 Q:
A:
Q:

A: At Pattiwoods.
Q:

I retired there!

A:
That's right, you worked there twenty years.
I still think of going back there to work. "Come back! Come back,
I'd like to help you work," "Oh," I say, "I haven't done it in such
a long time, my eyes are no good any longer, my enerTi and strength
aren't up to it. fI , ,_

Then are you thinking of helping out ,your - ~-:""cc...,-' )~-~=.--:-~:-,-?
Tne .\_,"",,~,;~was very' good! But the .r ;'c:;:~: isn I t in this factory!
he's in: i:=he-oM ( )' .
T~"'oki (r.~;<1:'J). Why is he in t:he-e±cl (;", C<_ }~-
He moved there. We didn't want to move there, so he sent some things
down, and anO'ther floor downstairs, there .•.

-v
That is to say ...
It was on the 6th floor, now it's been seven' years since it moved up
to the 10th floor.
So now he has two factories, one in old-- (. )

_ r~·"-_.",.,.~:~~~.._)''-'= .*~ . ~"",--~~ : r~ --o..1d-(··"~\ J-1S out.si.de, at { tu"rl·:J;.":;;;w,'-.~
And one is here?
Seven shifts of women work for him, and he himself goes along too.
There are many more downstairs, pig companies, over a thousand people
working there.
Abou.t how many people were there? Several tens? Several hundreds?
Several hundred, a hundred-odd people. There -were several tens of
people in our factory alone, plus so many cutters.
And they all worked for the same boss?
Two shares; at that time there were two shares. I don't know about
now.
Aunties Yee, when did you retire? Last year?
I'm considered, considered retired now.
liJhenyou retired last year, what; sort of people would you say made up
the majority of people working in your factory?
There were all sorts of people.
~vhat kind of people were the most numerous?
Mexicans.
Mexicans. And next to them?
There were also blacks and us Chinese.
There were also Chinese.
Now there are only a few Chinese. A while back there were 30-odd
Chinese! They worked in two sections. On one side they sewed skirts
and slaCKS, on the other side they sewed (0::\_'~.~andjackets.
Are most of your friends now Chinese, or black, or Mexican?
They're mostly Chinese. (Laughter) Don't you have language barriers
when you're with whites?
Do you feel that you're Chinese or do you feel you've become white?
I'm still Chinese.
You're still Chinese.
(Laughter) But I'm very pleased to be in this white area. I can
leave any place at any time time, I'm so happy!
Then you must feel very tranquil in your heart. , !

_.t ."'.,~~C·t) *~ .w : ""'<-':l[-.~Yes, my own (~-," my~children are all grown up ,(;'".''1) 1·~·riOW I'm the
oldest person in my family and everything is nm.." that's my motto.
Do you feel that you've done a lot of things in your lifetime?
Yes.
Have you done your best?



j

A: I've done my best. Take the time my family was in China, for
axamp.Le , I was still very young at the time. Whenever anyone needed
any help, I'd go help them even in the dead of night. It didn't
matter to me, and I never put on airs.

Q: You're really a fine person!
A: I've done the Sru~e thing here. If I can help I will help, unless

there's nothing I can d~ about it.
\C~ 382 Q: That's how it is. When you or anyone in your family gets sick, do

you prefer to use Chinese medicine or Hestern medicine?
A: Since coming to the u.S. I've mostly trusted Western doctors, but

I've never been sick In my life. (Laughter) I believed in (cr- r:\ o..;,~:"'>,(t'
."J -Jbut I didn't believe in it very much. I couldn't sleep, I was

trewbling, trembling so hard that even the bed shook, so people asked
me why they hadn't seen me. So I went, I went about three times, I
knew myself that (:; ;:.\)("..,:r;,:t'tiowcome,I can't sleep, I've never
trerrbled so violently: I'm not (:::/~~,-,r and I didn I t make it up I

either. But he, Divine Light ('it -'~ , I am myself.
the name of the church that you said you joined?403 Q:

A:
Q:
A:

412 Q:

A:
416 Q:

A:

425 'Q:
A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:
Q:
A:

441 Q:
A:

448 Q:

A:
451 Q:

A:

Q:

..•~~
", and your health improved a lot?

I acquirea the divine light last October, and I've seen a doctor, and
I've never had a headache since.
Do you ever brew Chinese tonic at home now? To eat? with chicken?
Like •••
No, very seldom.
Why dou't you? Didn't you use to take Chinese tonics, stew chicken,
oxtails and such?
Before, I stewed turtle (~) and ate it. Nowadays I don't make
that, I very seldom make these things. Since coming over here I've
taken medicines. If I'm hungry when I get home, I like to stir-fry
something, fix something to eat and then go to sleep.
So now you seldom put these tonics in stews?
That's right.
What do you do in your leisure time every day? Do you play mahjong?
I don't plax mahjong.
Do you like to listen to music?
I think I used to have a re~order -'.:-.:-}at home, and a radio, but I

never listened. Sometimes I read the newspapers, or watch a bit of
TV.
What do you like to watch on TV? Sports, or shows?
Ball games, and I watch these -~",;"}

?
(Laughter) Sometimes I also like to watch detective shows and the
like.
Why don't you like to play mahjong?
I don't have the patience, I'd rather do these other things, I don't
like (interruption, indistinct).
So you like to read books? Do you have any other forms of
recreation? Do you like to go ..
I 'like to go out for fun.
Where do you go for fun?
To the casinos.' When I feel like it I go to the casinos for some
fun. and to see a show.
B',I' ;'caC:-inos"you me n \-..-, ;:'),\.,.>, ..{~?.:. ~~ , a_~,·, .'j 'jCWlC::j •



\\ 457 Q:
A:

463 Q:
A:

A: Sometimes if a friend calls me up and I have company I'll go. I go
often.
Do you ever go to the races?
I don't bet on horses. I don't understand it, and I've never been
there.
Do you ever in touch by letter with your family members in China?
I haven't written in a long time.

(End of Side A)



Q:
A:

060 Q:

A:
063 Q:

A:

066 Q:
A:

068 Q:
A:

069 Q:

A:

077

,,

Chow Sik-ming?
Yes, I met him in my association.
You weren't in L.A. before the war, were you? You hadn't come before
the war, had you?
Not before the war. I came in 1948.
What did the Chinese in L.A. do with the money they
They put it in the bank, and used it to buy houses.
like this. That's how you make it in this world!
Did anyone send money back to China?
I wouldn't know about other people!

saved?
It's always been

Q:

Do you know of any Chinese who are involved in politics in China?
No, I don't.
Do many of your Chinese friends feel this way: "I'm still a Chinese,
I must get to know some Chinese people." Are there any like that?
No. The ones that I know at work are often in Chinatown. When I go
over there and run into them, we greet each other and acknowledge
each other, and that's it. You can't ask others how they are, can
you?
During these decades that you've
discriminated against by whites?

been in L.A., have you ever felt
Have you felt that they looked down

on you?
A: There are no whites on the. street where I live, so nothing's

happened.
080 Q: The whole street is occupied by Chinese?

A: The whole street. It's mostly Chinese, and there are a few Mexican
households. I don't feel anything about them, but the Mexicans next
door say I'm nice, they often say I'm nice, that I'm good, that I've
brought up my kids well, and that I'm doing so well, I don't get
sick, and they ask me what I eat. (Laughter) I tell them I go eat
at Hong Kong Low and so I don't get sick, but "You go now, but you
didn't use to go before!" I say I eat some Chinese dishes and rice.
They ask me to help them, to help them cook, and I go help them, I
teach them how to cook rice, what to do, so they always say that I'm
good.
So your neighbors are Nexican, and you make friends with them. Do
you get along well?
Italy.
Oh, they're Italian?
They're nice Italians, just this one family. On the left side
they're Chinese, and also Chinese on the opposite side.
During your decades here do you feel that Chinese have made great
advances in L.A.?
Yes, especially during these last few years.
Why do you think they've_made such advances?
Chinatown used to be very run-down. Now everything is new,
everything is brand-new.
What else?
Before everything was run-down, run-down stores. Now they've all
been torn down, and built up like this, and there are also many

089 Q:

A:
Q:
A:

093 Q:

A:
095 Q:

A:

Q:
A:

Chinese.
100 Q: And what; else? What else do you see in Chinatown?

young people?
A: There are more young people now.

101 Q: There are more, and what; kind of work do they do?

What about the

The young people?



A:
Q:

A:

105 Q:
A:

109 Q:
A:

>1 110 Q:..,'''\

A:

Q:
A:

115 Q:

A:

118 Q:
A:

Q:
A:

122 Q:
A:

127 Q:
A:

129 Q:
A:

130 Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

138 Q:
A:

Young people now are really
They all work, what kind of
good jobs?
They all have good jobs and
when we first came, when we came time were rough.
Do the young people now feel that their life is very good?
Oh yes r everyone comes and goes freely in a car _- , in one
fa~ily they'll have several cars!
Do the young people like being in the U.S.?
I wouldn't know about other people.
When you were getting married in the village, someone introduced you.
When you heard that someone was going to introduce you to your

something in their work.
work do they do? Do most of them have

they make money. They're not ' • 1 usJ..lKe

husband, how did you feel?
Embarrassed, very embarrassed! I even said that I was unwilling, and
I cursed at the middleman, I cursed people.
You cursed .•• How old were you then?
18.
When you heard about this, how did you cursed the middleman? Who was
the middleman?
Originally I didn' t dare to, but I went, and once I saw her, the
girls chased after her to beat her!
As soon as she saw the girls, they beat her?
As soon as the girls saw her they chased and beat her, they picked up
things to beat her with. They stuck things allover her hair!
Oh , that •.
That's how things were done there. It's not like that now, it's like
it is here, very free.
So you didn't like your matcQmaker, is that right? What did she do
after you cursed at her?
She left and went back to my mother's house. She didn't dare, she
wouldn't leave until she was surrounded by people, she was afraid the
girls would start chasing her again. I didn't chase her, the girls
chased her, it's always like that down in the village. Maybe it's
not like that where you come from.
Then what finally happened?
In the end, I had to marry someone. (Laughter)
Did you have a new-style or an old-style wedding?
You could say it was new-style.
How was it new? Can you briefly describe how you were married?
Just like that, I wore a civilized veil.
What?
I wore a civilized veil, I didn't wear aile of those "phoenix crowns. n

My wedding was considered new-style.
Then you.... """"'I , ,,~-~ •••

A veil, I wore it. There were two ceremonial palanquins:"''''' ....with
two long ribbons trailing behind them like this.
A cloth one and a flower one here, like this?]
They were pulled with ribbons, another one was like a phoenix, it was
pulled.
Could you see the entire face?
Hy face was covered with a cloth! You can't let people see it!
(Laughter)

Q: What did you wear?
A: Red clothing.



A red cheongsam?
A red blouse and a red skirt, Chinese- style ,clothing.

~_.,.. 'j I )

Then what else was there? Did you have to :__~ -,-',.?
There was that too.
Did the bride's family ask for a packet of lucky money from the
grooms's family?
That I wouldn't know. How would I know? I wouldn't dare ask abOu.t
these things.
But didn't the groom's family send any over?
They gave some money and some cakes, I don't know. ( .::::::.:=.:...) I saw
them bringing some cakes into the house. They were given to aunts to
take away and to those aunts to carry away in a basket. The girls
were invited to eat cakes, that is, this daughter is getting married,
let her give them out as she pleases. Each person gets a share, she
can give some to the aunts, and some to the girls. Carrying cakes!

152 Q: Eve.rjone asks about how many cakes you get. Were there several
dozen? Several hundred?

A: The groom's side sends them over. The bride's side looks at how many
she needs and asks for so many_

Q: How rr~ny did you ask for? V
A: I got as many as my mother gave me, whfYknows how many? I divided

them up among my friends, and however many we re left I I gave them to
the aurrts , vJhichever aunt came by, I'd give her some. That counts,
you have to share them, "Have some of those, cut them up and eat
them)" That's what you say. You don't have to say a word yourself,
don't worry about other people not knowi.nq how to eat them!
When you fixed a day for the wedding, do you remember how things were
on your wedding day?
There was a palanquin on the day of the wedding.
A palanquin? "'Ihatelse, besides a palanquin?
A dowry.
A dowry?
The dowry was carried over in two batches. Tables, big living room
tables and things like that.
Furni ture, furni ture too.. ..~r ,- ,':~ .:
Yes, big bureaus, trunks, suitcases, lots of big and small ( ) !
How could you be so lavish then if your family was so poor?
The other side gave you money, and you'd use it to buy things and
make things. People gave you so much money, and they told you it was
to be like this, you couldn't not do it that way. Otherwise they
would always curse at the bride. Things were like that in the
village.
So your mother told them how much money and you gave .•..
No, it was "It's up to you, it's up to you to decide. I don't have
anything for my daughter's marriage, just a good girl." That's what
my mother said.
And that's how the wedding-portion was given?
They gave the money, and she took the money to buy furniture for her
daughter. When people see how many things there are they'll know,
they'll know how much it cost.
They bought a lot of things for your dowry. What wa s there?
You know, those things they put on the big living room table?
i-Jhat?
Those things they put on the big· living room table?

Q:
A:

140 Q:
A:

~ 143 Q:

A:

Q:
A:

160 Q:

A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:

Q:
A:

167 Q:
A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

178 Q:
A:
Q:
A:



to 187 Q:

A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:

192 Q:

A:
Q:
A:
Q:

,/

Q: What table?
'.-'-1A: The big living room table.

Q: I don't know about that. \\Tasthat __ ~_
A: No 1 it wasn It .,;alr:':"'kindsof miscellaneous woods.
Q: Oh, various woods. Ther~ were tables, and many benches?
A: There were cigarettes C->-' '~.l ), incense tables, tables and chairs s;

crane ewers, things like that, it was very grand! Those are the
kinds of things you should have on a big living room table, smoking

"-ipipes'''';... and such t
So there were: :,,,,,:., and tables and chairs, and what else? A big
bed? '~,.,J"'X' ..
No big bed, that he had to buy!
Were there also a lot of foodstuffs?
There was clothing for the bride.
Clothing, was that for the whole year? For cold and hot weather?
Yes, it was for all four seasons.
You had clothing there for all four seasons, about how much money was
that worth in those days?
I don't know r .i the things there ...

'-:.1._, -"-,[;t.
It'd be g.~' if you could remember.
We used ~'!)'~~:'lthere.
I know, these all were. So all that furniture went along with the
bride?

A: Yes. He had a big bed over at his house. And they paid money to
this side to carry it over. People fought to do it, relatives fought
to do it! There were lots of things to carry, and they paid you for
it over there!
They gave lucky packets, everyone got a lucky packet? Then you went
in, through the doorway of the groom's house, and L~en what?
They escorted me inside.
The groom came out?
The groom Ciliueout.
He came out to bring you inside?
Yes.
~~"hathappened after you went in? Did you have to pour tea and all
that? Can you tell us briefly?
Of course! I even had to pour for "t.he,boys r" and of course for my
father-and mother-in-law, nsi:-ng-a-,0:'.7~ -,') :~\~"!

208 Q: You poured tea for your father- and mother-in-law and who else?
A: "The boys," you always had to pour for all of them.
Q: wha-t "boys?"
A: The group who came with the groom.
Q: What were they called?

Ushers.
Oh, ushers. You also poured for them.
What about the women, where were they?
There were also women there! There are
and women who wanted to see the bride.

Q: Did you go in the morning or in the evening? To the groom's house?
A: I went in the evening, and we worshipped "Bak kung" the next day_

219 Q: SO then what; happened after you went to the groom' s house and poured

201 Q:

A:
Q:
A:
Q:
A:

205 Q:

A:

211

A:
Q:
Q:
A:

~'ihenyou first went in?
always women. There were men

tea?
A: It was over after the tea-pouring:
Q: 'V'i'hendid the groom's family hold their banquet?



f/i,
fO

A: They had it during the day.
220 Q: They had it before you \Vent over there?

A: They had it before I \Vent. It was just for relatives.
Q: How many days after you went there did they have the banquet?
A: They had it on the day I werrt., and the next day we worshipped !lBak

kung."
That night you went over ..
They readied the palanquin, held the banquet, ate and then went to
bring the bride over.
So that's how you went over.
At night, the bride came back, and the ushers all left. Then what?
You and your husband were in the room, and they rested there that
night, and then on the third morning, \Vhat did you say happened?
The third morning 1 overnight, overnight everyone left. v.le worshipped
"Bak kung" and everyone left.
Who left?
The aunts who escorted the bride, the women, the bridesmaids, they
all had to worship "Bak kung," and see things through the end.
"imo •.las "Bak kung?"
That was the Great Ancestor.
So you worshipped Bak kung. When did you worship Bak kung? The next
morning?
Some did it then, some wait till the next morning. At that time, I
did it the next morning.

Q: You worshipped Bak kung and then they all left?
A: Then it was allover.
Q: Then after two years your husband Cfuue back over here?
A: He came back here, and several years later he joined the army.
Q: He joined the army?
A: He didn't bring us over here until he had joined the army and gome

back.
Q: Oh.
A: At that time, he was native born and couldn't bring his wife over.

247 Q: Where was he sent by the army?
A: To Europe.
Q, Europe, then he was lucky_
A: He was there for four years.

251 Q: Four years, and then he was lucky to come back. He wasn I t wounded ,
\Vas he?

A: When he was in the army? He wasn't \Vounded, but he was unlucky, his
appendix burst while he was running and he almost died.

254 Q: He was running while he was in the army and his appendix burst?
A: He fell down there. They operated on him and cured him/so he lived

to go back and bring me over here.
259 Q: Was it because he had joined the army that he had the right to bring

his family over?
A: He went back and became a citizen, ,'1_"~ ct'/-- (; 'T r that's how

he came in.
262 Q: Did he ever talk about how he felt at joining the army?

A: He never said anything. It was just that that, they wanted him to
join.

Q: He went to Europe, and he was lucky, he came back.
A: He was there for four years. He went to London, Europe, Germany, we

went to all those countries.

Q:
A:

Q:
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<

A:

Q:
A:

Q:
A:

238 Q:

A:



268 Q: Hany people went especially from the U.S. back to China to marry
wives, why was that?

A: People with old-fashioned ideas always went home and their fathers
found a wife for them. They always let their mo-ther take care of
everything.

274 Q: 'i"lhatother reasons were there for them to want to go back to get
married? Why not marry here?

A: They wanted to accomodate their elders, to show theirs elders
respect.

Q: To respect their elders?
A: That's right!
Q: Because that's what their elders told them to do?

277 A: Yes, you went to marry so that they could choose for you. All the
people back home were like that.
Did you like that, having your elders choose
You had to do it even if you didn't like it.

278 Q:
A:

for you?
Back home then, who

would •.. (Laughter)
283 Q: Then now would you like your children to g,:back to their village to

get married? Would you like to choose spouses for them?
~ 285 A: It'g not for me to choose. If it were up to me, I'd like them to go

back, isn't that so? If you don't go back, they all think it's fine
here. But it's not for you to think like that, so now I don't think
about anything. Whateve~ they want. These people are so ;f:; ~L,<---
they know what you old folks are thinking.

Q: You're very open-minded, to let your children marry whomever they
want .•.

(End)



As you know, many Chinese are now marrying non-Chinese. How do you
feel about that?
I don't care, as long as they like it!
1ilhy doesn't it matter to you?
You can't do anything about it! Just let them do whatever they
please.
Did any of your own children marry non-Chinese?
My daughter-in-law is Japanese, and my youngest daughter also married
a Japanese. They treat me very well!
How long have they been married?
Hy son was married in 1973. After they got married, they lived with
her mother.
vllieredoes her mother live?
In Hawaii. He says he wants to stay with her mother, and I don't
mind either. He can live wherever he wants to.
What about your daughter?
My daughter lives quite far from here, about 30-odd miles away.
How long have they been married?
Since 1974.
Oh, one in 1973 and one in 1974. Do both of them have children?
The son who got married in 1973 doesn't have any children yet; the
daughter who got married in 1974 has one son and one daughter.
Is your: son in Hawaii doing well?
He works in a bank.
Does his wife work?
Yesl They even bought a house. Paid hundreds of thousands for it.
Do they treat you well?
Quite well.
Does the daughter who got married in 1974 have any children?
Two, a son and a daughter.
If they work, do they have to find someone to look after the
children?

A: Yes. It costs several thousand dollars to hire someone to look after
the kids. They asked me to do it, but I can' t do t.ha t., I can' t look
after anyone.
How do your friends feel about Chinese marrying non-Chinese?
I don't know. There are a lot of people like that, and you can
control them. Even if you could control this generation, you
couldn't control the next generation.
Have your children ever studied Chinese? Did they like it?
They did. They studied s~veral years in Chinese school, and they all
liked it. They stopped when they got to high school, because there
was t.oo much homework. But they can only write their own names in
Chinese.

049 Q: Why did you want them to study Chinese?
A: I wanted to know about the culture and civilization of their

homeland!
055 Q: Would you like your grandchildren to study Chinese?

A: I can't worry about so many things! They're so far away, over thirty
miles. If they were to study, they',d come to my place I and then I Id
have to take C------,). I don't want to do that.
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058 Q: Have any of your Chinese friends told you that they wanted to go back
to China to live?

060 A: No. Someone asked me to go to China for pleasure, and I said, "l
don't have many feelings about China any more." First of all, I'm
advanced in years 1 and I I ve been gone for several decades. I don 1 ,t
know how things are there now, so I don't want to go back. I may ,p's
well spend the money here for pleasure.
Have you ever asked your grandchildren if they wanted to study
Chinese?
I never asked, and I don't want to get involved. They're still
young, only 4-5 years old. They've only just begun to go to school.
In some movies, Chinese have been portrayed as the bad guys. Do you
have any feelings on that?
That's bad. Chinese imitate whites and debase themselves. They
shouldn't make themselves look so bad.
Have you ever joined together with other Chinese to protest the way
the movies make Chinese look bad?
No, I ignore them. There are so many Chinese, I wouldn't know which
one they mean.
vvhat kinds of jobs do you consider to be the best jobs? 'imat kind of
jobs would you like your children to have?
I'd like my children to have respectable jobs, that is, respectable
jobs \'vherethey don't break rules and can get by.
What was it like to join this church? Do you go to the Buddhist
temple every week?

A: No, I go when I have time.
100 Q: v·Jho runs this Buddhist church?

A: A Japanese.
101 Q: What street is the temple on?

A: I don't know the name of the street, it's very far aV!ay.
to go, I can take you.

066 Q:

A:

070 Q:

A:

080 Q:

A:

086 Q:

088 A:

096 Q:

If you want;

106 'Q: Who introduced you to the church?
A: Auntie Liu and Uncle Hung Hee

How many Chinese are mewbers?
introduced me. There are 20-30

Chinese members in it.
111 Q: HoV! can you understand English and Japanese?

A: They speak English mainly, and there's also some Chinese that I can
read. There are also quite a few whites in the church!

117 Q: What benefits do you feel joining this church has brought YDU?
A: I believe it in my heart. Before, I saw doctors often. Since

becoming a believer, I've never seen a doctor. Also, I used to have
trouble sleeping, and I had palpitations. After I became a believer
I've been sleeping well, and even when I haven't slept well, I don't
have palpitations. The Auntie Liu who introduced me to the church
couldn't raise her arm aJ?ove her head before. After she became a
believer, she could raise her arm over her head, and she can even
lift things now. Uncle Liu used to cough a lot, but he's been cured
since he became a believer, and now he often goes out to eat and have
fun.

147 Q: How many people are there altogether in the church?
A: When we get the divine light, the head of the church comes, and the

church is filled with dozens of people. Of course not everyone is
there yet I some don't come because it's too far away , Sometimes the
head of the church flies in by plane. Those of us who have the
divine light go meet him at the airport.



157 Q:
A:

173 Q:
A:

How many times a year do you go to church?
I go two or three times a month, and I give some donations. It's up
to you, one or two dollars or fifty cents, it's up to you.
How much do you give?
I usually give $2. If I don't have any change I'll give $1. There
are also some people who'll give $5 or $10.

(End)


