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Side A
Auntie, what is your name?
My name is Tam Siu-seung .

BHow do yvou spell your name? Is it T-0-M?

I've never spelt it. My Chinese name is Tam Siu-seung.
Oh, Tam, Siu, is it "Sui Sim?"®
Sim.

Where do vou live?

I, now, when I first came..

Now, where do you live now?

I live in L.A. now.

What number? o
PomtpmEisomioathelibduenue, 00
Forgp——fIve-Road-Averwe? 1 In L.A. yvou lived in nine 77?7 ‘
Nine~o-twalve 277 52§ﬁf1{ﬁ'

TWRLVE? P 7 muwer v

Auntie Tam, you..

It's not Auntie Tam, it's Auntis Yee

Isn't your surname Tam?

Yes, my own surname is Tam. that is, I'm Yee Tam Siu-seung.

Auntie Yee, where did you come to the U.S. from?

I came from Dikhoi ¢ from the Samfow of the Yee clan.

In Szeyup, Toisan Szeyup?

What did your father use teo do in the village?

In the village, my father used to weave vegetable baskets and things
like that. :

S0 he wove rattan, trays, baskets, etec.?

I lost my father when I was very voung.

Then who raised you?

My mother brought me up.

How many brothers and sisters did you have?

Two, two, only one younder brother.

Did you go tc school in the village?

I studied very little, our family was poor.

What yvear were you born, do vou remembar?

I remaember. T was born in the 5th vear of the Republic, that is,
1%i6.

Your ware born in 1316, so this year vou're sixty-~odd years old?
Sixty-four.

64, oh, 64, vou're 64 this year and you were born in the village?
I'm a few months short of being 64.

You studied for a few years. Besides studying, what else 4id you do
in the village? .

Do? There was no work in the village, so I Jjust took care of affairs
at home. Over ten vears old 27?7

When your mother taught vou to do housework at home, what did she
teach yvou to do?

Yes, she taught me to take care of the house.

Everything?

To take care of the house.

How large was the house in vyour village?

There were two (bed)rooms, cne living room, two corriders: all the
houses back home were like that.

Did you build this house yourselves?

o~ P A
“oland Mt

/



A: It was handed down by my granafather. It was shared with my (older)
uncle, each person had cone side.

055  (Q: Was there anything in front of your house?
A: There was a pond.
0: A what?
a: A pond for ralsing fish. B
D: Oh, a fish pond. ”
A: Yes, a f£ish pond. There were trees planted in the back.
058 @: Did you own this fish pond?

A: It wasn't ours, anyone could throw fish in there and raise them.
052 ©: Oh, 4id yvou have any chances to catch fish there for eating?

A: Yes.
06C ©: Did you have to pay?

&: Those who threw in fish didn't have to pay. If the pond ran dry and

you caught the fish at the bottom of the pond you didn’t have to pay.
As for the rest, if the pond cwners gatheved in the fish, you had to
pay to buy them.
063 @: Did yvou often get fish from there to eat?

2: N, scmetimes.

065 Q: Sometimes you would have to buy other foodstufifg., Where did vou go
to buy food?

A: Two pisges of farmland away from us was a small market town called
Tong-miu hui ( - , Tang temple town). Everything was sold
there. But we ocurselves were interested in edting fish. We had our
own fish pond . ;

©: You had your cown fish pond?

A: We had cur own.

Q: Where was the fisgh pond?

A: In the field inside our doorway, .. "o . in the corner of the
field. There was a vegetable garden there, with all kin&§aof melons
and vegetables growing in it. There were also fruits and _y.ens (000

. {laughter). ” -

ki 070 ©: Was this fish pond a verv small one?

A: It was very small, If vou put a crock into it and pulled it out,
there’d be a fish in the crock.

O: Ohl

A: Wnen it got hot there was always fLish for sale at our place.

074 @: Then you say there were melons and vegetables growing in front of
vour house?

A: Nothing was planted in the front, there was a pond in front. There
were all houses in the back. They were built like that all the way
to the hillside, there were trees sverywhers.

077 Q: What did you think of life in the wvillage? Was it comfortable?
) A: It was hardi

0: Hard?

A: Hard.

Q: You lost your father when yvou were very young, so who gave you money
for your expenses?

A: We didn't have money to spend, it was my mother who went cut and mads
some.

081 §: What did your mother do to make a living?
A: People might hire her te plant rice or whatever. She'd make a little

mongy to take home, and also raise pigs. We raised two plgs a vear,
and only after selling them could we... It was very hard back home!



Then vour mother was verv capable?

She also wove cloth.

0Oh, she wove cloth,

: During each market period, she would weave a plece of cloth and sell
it! That's how we got by, and also supported my mother- and
father—-in-law, and my father-in-law is 70, 70 or 80, my mother—in-law
is also 70 or 80, an old mant =

087 ©: Don't you think that there were very few women in Chinese village who

could go cout and make so much money to bring homa, to support several
people? )

A: Yes, because my mother was so capable, they said that after my mother
died, thev sald that the village had lost ite chairwoman, so.. she
couldn't read, but she could do everything. She didn't completely
understand those muk-yu . .
Muk-vu? When vou say muk-yu do you msan those singers?

Those o©ld ones who look liks they're acting in a show.

Thosa old-fashioned singers in villages back then? Like muk-vu

ginging?

That's right.

How old wag your mother when she passed away?

46,

She died so young?

Her daughter married when she was 36, that's 10 vears!

Were vou back home when your mother died?

I was at home, with my younger brother’s wife. My brother wasn't

there. He had gone, to who knows what city?

Gorne? Your bhrother had gone away?

Yes, to Hong Kong.

So when your mother died yvou were with...

My nephew, and her grandsons, the sons of my nephew.

What language did you speak at home? Did you speak Chinese?

We spoke our Toisan dialect, Chinese.

You spoke your Toisan village dialect, When vou were in China, could

you speak any Cantonese or English?

No.

When you got married, who fixed vou up with vour husband? How did

you get to know him?

A matchmaker, a matchmaker introduced us.

What kind of work did he do?

My husband?

Yes.,

He went back from the U.S.

Ch, he went back to get married?

He married when he went back.

Then did you leave with him?

No, I onlv came later.

How many years had you been married before your husband came back

again?

In 1933 he came back to..

In 1933 he came back to..

In 1948....

86 he came back in 1933 and 19487

He came back in 1947, and he brought me over in 1948,
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You got married in 1933, How long afier your wedding did he return

to the U.5.7

He continuad to 1933, in 1935 he went back, he went back to the U.S.
in March, 1935

Then you were staying in the villages., What year did you come to the

U.8.?

In 1948, =

Could yvour mother bear to let vou come?

By then she had already passed away. I7'd lest my mother foxr many

years, ovey ten years before I came.

FPor the ten yaaxS*plus afer your mother died, 4id vou live with vour

husband’'s family back in the village?

T lived with my husband's family.

How was life in your husband's family?

It wasg all right, it was very good! My husband sent money back home

every month to support us. I supported her, I did everything to
support my mother.

To smupport vour mother-in-law?

To support my own mother, the mother who bore me.

Was she old by the time she was in her forties?

I tock care of her food, I prepared everything. When she was alive,
she didn't have the money for a daughter-in-law. When I saw how old

my vounger brother was and how old my mother was, I felt badly and

got together with my two older sisters. That way, I helped out, and
rote a letter to explain things to my husband. He sympathized and

agreed to help out. In sddition, my relatives alsoc gave soms money,

and that's how my mother got a daughter—in-law.

So your husband was a, very conmlderate parsont

He brought me over (i Y ‘and“how it was I who got them all over by

myself, The whole family has come over.

Your brother's whole family? {(&: Yes) Then I'11 first ask about

vour brother. When you came to the U.5., did you bring any children

with you?

I did, I brought a son and a daughter.

A son and a daughter came with yvou. You got your brother over here,

so where is your brother now?

My brother passed away about four years after coming here.

What about vour brother's WLfe?‘J\_dﬁ = A

She alsc lives here in (). 5% > Ehcs

Does she have any children now?

She has c¢hildren. Her daughters-in-law have several (of her)

grandchildren now. She has two daughters-in-law, but her second son

hasn’t married vet.

When you first came to the U.S5., vou say that was in 19487

Yes. ]

S0 you came right after the war?

Yes, after the war, in 1947, my husband brought me over.

How were things in yvour village during the war?

I scld used clothing in the village, and I alsc farmed.

You sold old clothes and farmed.

I got some land to farm,

What kKinds of problems did you have during the war?
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I just went only that way selling old clothes to make money for a
couple of meals. It wasn't much, sometimes one or two hundred silver
coins, but I supported myself. '

S0 you scraped by with the money you made.,

Some things I didn’t have to buy -- I didn't have to buy fuel or
water, right? That way all I needed to buy was a bit of oil, salt,
vegetables and the like. ' e
About how many vears did vou do that? - During the war? )
More than four vears, several years, eight vears!

Eight years, and the communists came after the war ended..

Hoping for it I didn't see how the communists were good, liberation
wasn't uwntil 1949!

So at that time vou had a son and a daughter down in the wvilliage, and
they helped you out? Then didn't your children go to school?.

Thaey did.

They did go to school. Then you are also a very capable person, you
conld..,.

I'm not capable! These..

And your husband wasn't there, then vou could...

I held onteo the money he sent back, but it wasn't encugh, so I tock
some to help out the family. In the future when I need it and I have
money, I'11 buy it back. When I came here everything was taken away
by the communists, and given to my daughter, but my daughter didn't
comg with me!

So vou came to the U.8. in 1948, What did vou do in the U.S5. when
you £irst came here?

There was nothing to do, so T teook care of the kids and tock care of
the home. When I came there was only one {laughter}.

How many children do you have altocgether now?

Therse were five altogether,

One son and four daughters?

Cne son and four daughters.

Is evervone married now?

Evervone is married now, and they all have children. Only my son
hasn‘t.,.

Ch, vyour son lsn't married?

No, he's married, but has no children vet, thev $till have to have
chiidren.

What did your husband do in the U.8.7

He had always operated a warehouse together with his brothers. Later

"on he worked for others, selling meat and whatnot everywhere.

In 1948, where did you live when vou first cams to the U.85.7
In Silver Citv,

Silver City?

Zilver City.

And you lived there?

I lived there until 1955, when I moved out to L.A.
And what kind of work did your husband do in L.A.?
He was also a butcher.

Ch, a butcher. When did he pass away?

In 1969.

Ch, in 19269.

it's been 11 years, a full 11 years.
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Then before yvour husband passed away, he made a lot of money, and

became very richt

Thege riches came by working with his own two hands.

That was still very rich! &t the time your husband passed away, had

all vour children gotten married yet? : ‘

No, only one was married, and it was all arranged by me. These foux

were all arranged by me. v

How old was your husband when he passed away? Sixty-?

Fifty—-eight.

Pifty-eight?

He was still very voung. .

Yes! Fifty-eight is still very young. You've been gone for so long

now, do you still miss your village?

I don't like my village, I like the U.S.

You like it here very much, and you're staying on here?

I'm staving on here.

Would you be willing to go back to China te live now?

I don't want to go back to live, I don't even want to go back to

visit for pleasure. I'm happy here, I come and go as I please, and

avervithing is very convenient, just steps away.

Living in L.A,, do you asscoclate mainly with Chinese?

T assceiate with Chinese., Aas for whites, when I work I have contact
nly with whites.

Yes, when did you start working?

T started in 1955, as soon as I came here.

Oh, in 1955 yvou came to the U.S5., no, to L.A....

Soon after getting here I went to work.

What kind of work did you do?

Garment sewing.

S0 vou've been sewling for several decadses now.

Until...I stopped a vear and a half ago.

So you'lve done it for several decades?

Last year, I worked until August, 1978,

Then you worked for over ten years?

For over ten vears. '

Then you almost..

For over twenty years, right? 1955, 56, 57, I worked for 23 vears.

You worked for 23 years.

I don't know where the money has gone!

8o you took the money vou made by working and used it to take care of

the kids and to support the family, to educate and to ralse them?

Yes.

What kind of experiences did you have sewing garments? Did yvou know

how to sew clothes at first?

You take it apart and put it togethr again. They have patterns for

vou to look at.

Then at first yvou didn’y know how, and vou learned to do it?

I learned, and they taught. There was someone there to teach.

Thers was somsone to teach you how to do it? _ ;

Yes, you have to find someone to teach you, where to —nitili_. , where

to JLafR 7 +o explain it to you. Then you keep on doing it like

that afterwards.

What were the wages then? Twenty-odd?

When I was working it was 75¢ an hour.

et
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75¢ an hour.

Yes, but I always made more than that, I always did more., Howevar
much yvou do, they pay you for that much.

The 73¢ an hour then was in 1955, right?

Yes, ves.

Then vou gradually, gradually rose up. By the time you stopped
working, how much an hour wers vou making? -

I never did that much for him, I always worked on my own, so much.
meney for so much work, and he paid me accordinglyv.

Piacework? :

Piece., I worked until there was nothing to do, and then he got me
work in the photo store. That paid $1.30 an hourn abd it went up to
$2, $2.25.

hen there wasn't that much money to be made in the photo store?

It wasn't a lot, even now it's only $3+, $3.50.
What kind of experiences did you have in the garment factory? Who
was your boss?

Who knows who the boss was?  I..,

Mo, what kind of person? A Chinese, or a white?

A white,
A white. Was the boss a man, 0y & woman?

A man, & man was the boss,

Do you feel that he treated you well?

Very well. If vou, if vou had any accidents, {indistinct) insurance
would give vou a bit of money. I was careless on my way to work,
fell and injured my hand, and had to go to the hospital. I went to
this white hospital, it was the most expensive one. They set the
bones and I didn't have to spend a single penny.

So when you were workirg here, thev guaranteed cur insurance??? That
way, for all this time, if you had any injuries, you didn't have to
pay vourself.

If vou stop working and leave the factery, after six months you don't
get this anymore, You only get it if you work there continuously.
EBvery month, every week, they’'ll dmauga your ﬂxpenqes. Thisg

was good, he also bought $5000 of (' ’u¢“£4eiyr for the workers

, and the bhoss worked. That's COHSlﬁEreﬁ good!
What was the name of this company? -
It was called Pattiwoods. W Tme el
Patti-, Pattiwoods? ‘ -
—woods. -
Pattiwoods, that's a woman's name, Pattiwoods.
It's a woman ({opnd).

bid you work all those years in this factory? e he
I worked in two faﬂtorles. There was a S&ﬂ@rwarﬁT-L, whlch made )
things SIS £
(9% ) was Pattlwoods, p~A~T~T~z~w-o~c~D~s. -~
I also worked in this Pattiweodsi i€l

For about how long? -

For 16 vears, till now. In 1955 I worked at Pattiwoods.
Sixteen years, from 1260 to now is 20 Ygars. At Pattiwoods?

In September, 1955 I worked at Sine z&wax@* “and T worked there in
1956, 57, 58, 59 and 1960. After working there for about 5 vears, I
worked at Pattiwoods, I worked there.
Where did you work the longest time?

4

S
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At Pattiwoods. I retired there!

That's right, you worked there twenty years.

T still think of going back there to work. "Come back! Come back,
I'd like to help you work,” P0h," I say, "I haven't done it in such
a lo&g time, my eyes are no good any longer, my enerqgy and strength
aren't up to it."

Then are you thinking of helping out your,_4;;:i:;__? =
The_ 5" was very good! But the zflﬁ # _isn’t in this factory,

R
he's in thﬂm@*ﬁ {h“m_w__.)
Thrarsadd (‘w 4:0a). Why is he in the-edd (.50 07w
He moved there. We didn't want to move there, so he sent some things
down, and another f£loor downstairs, there...

That is to say... A Al

It was on the 6th floor, now it's been severn years since it moved up
to the 10th flcor. . '

So n now he has two factories, one in Gld £ )STFi?Dle‘

Q&dﬂ{w«>)’15 outside, at {
&nd one is here? -
Seven shifts of women work for him, and he himself goes along too.
There are many more downstalrs, pilg companies, over a thousand people
working there,

About how many psople were there? Seversl tens? Several hundreds?
Severzl hundred, a hundred-odd people. There wsre several tens of
pecple in our factory alone, pius so many cutters.

And they all worked for the same bossz?

Two shares, at that time there were two shareg. I don't know about
now.,

Aunties Yea, when did you retire? Last vear?

I'm considered, considered retired now.

When you retirved last vear, what sort of people would vou say made up
the majority of people working in your factory?

There were all sorts of people.

What kind of people were the most numerous?

Mexicans.

Mexicans. And next to them?

There were also blacks and us Chinese.

There were alisc Chinese.

¥ow there are onlyv a few Chinese. A while back there were 30-0dd
Chinese! They workad in two sections. On one side they sewed skirts
and slacks, on the other side they sewed {u" "3 and jackeis.

Adre most of your friends now Chinese, or black, or Mexican?

They're mostly Chinese. {Laughter) Don't you have language barriers
when yvou're with whites?

Do yvou feel that you're Chinese or do you fzel you'vs become white?
I'm still Chinese.

You're gtill Chinese.

{(Laughter) But I'm very pleased to be in this white area. I can
leave any place at any time time, I'm so happy! '

Then you mist feal very tranguil in your heart, 4

Yes, my own e “my” children are all grown up= ﬁ“*f}*ﬂow I'm the
cldest perscn in my family and everything is now, that's my motto.

Do you feel that you've done a lot of things in your lifetime?

Tes.,

2

Have yvou done your best?
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T've done my best. Take the time my family was in China, for
example. I was still very young at the time. Whenever anyone needed
any help, I'd go help them even in the dead of night. It didn't
matier to me, and I never put on alirs.

You're really & fine perscn!

T've done the same thing here. If I can help I will help, unless
there's nothing I can do about it. .
That's how it is. When you or anyone in your family geits sick, do
you prefer to use Chinese medicine oy Western medicine?

Since coming to the U.8. I've mostly trusted Western doctors, but
I've never been sick in my life. ({Laughter} I believed in (g0 Q57"

but I didn't believe in it very much. I couldn't sleep, I was h N
trembling, trembling so hard that even the bed shoock, so people asked

me why they hadn't seen me. Bo T went, I went about three timas, I

knew myself that ( ”dxb)"ﬂﬁﬁw come“I can't slesp, I've never

trembpled so violently., I'm not (_ ), and I didn't make it up,

eithaer, But he, Divine Light ("”"‘ ¥ I am myself.

1

What was the name of the church that you said you joined?

- : 5’ ., and your health improved a lot?
I acguired the divine light last Cctober, and I've geen a doctor, and
I've never had a headache since.
Do vou ever brew Chinese tonic at home now? To eat? With chicken?
Like...
Mo, very seldom.
Why don't you? Didn't you use to take Chinese tonics, stew chicken,
oxtails and such?
Bafore, I stewed turtle (. _) and ate it. HNowadays I don't make
that, T very seldom make these things. Since coming over here I've
taken medicines. If I'm hungry when I get home, I like to stir-fry
something, fix something to eat and then go to sleep.
So now you seldom put these tonics in stews?
That's right.
What deo vyou do in your leisure time every day? Do you play mahjong?
I don't play mahjong.
Do you like te listen to mugic?
T think I used to have a recorder t. -t at home, and a radic, but I
never listened. Sometimes I read the newspapers, or watch a bit of
Tv.
What do you like to watch on TV? Sports, or shows?
Ball games, and T watch these ~77ni} .

. ? o
(Laugntef) Sometimes I also like to watch detective shows and the
like.
Why don't you like to play mahiong?
I don't have the patience, I'd rather do these other tnlﬁgs, I don't
like (interruption, indistinct).
So you like to read books? Do you have any other forms of
recreation? Do vou like fo go..
I like to go out for fun.
Where do vou go for fun?
To the casinos.' When I feel like it I go to the casinos for soms
fun, and to see a bhow, .
By "casinos” you mean Lo




463

Sometimes if a friend calls me up and I have company I'l1l go. I go
often.

Do vou ever go to the races?

I don't bet on horses. I don't understand 1it, and I've nevar been
there,

Do you ever in touch by letter with your family members in China?.
I haven't written in 2 long time.

{(End of Side A)
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Chow Sik~ming?

Yes, I met him in my asscciation.

You weren't in L.A. before the war, were you? You hadn't come before
the war, had you?

Not before the war. 1 came in 1948.

What did the Chinese in L.3. do with the money they saved? ¥
They put it in the bank, and used it to buy houses. It's always been
like this. That's how you make it in this world!

Did anyone send money back to China?

I wouldn't know about other peoplel

Do you know of any Chinsse who are involved in politics in China?
Mo, T don't.

Do many of your Chinese friends feel this way: "I'm still a Chinese,
I must get to kaow some Chinese people.”™ Are there any like that?
No. The ones that I know at work are often in Chinatown. Whan I go
over there and run into them, we greet each other and acknowledge
each other, and that's it. You can't ask others how they are, can
you?

buring these decades that you've bheen in L.A., have you ever felt
discriminated =zgainst by whites? Have you felt that they locked down
on vyou?

Thers are no whites on the street where I live, so nothing's
happenad.

The whole street is occupied by Chinese?

The whole street. It's mostly Chinese, and there are a few Mexican
households, I don't feel anything about them, but the Mexicans next
door say I'm nice, they often say I'm nice, that I'm good, that I've
brovgnt up my kids well, and that I'm doing s well, I don't get
sick, and they ask me what I eat. (Laughter} T tell them I go eat
at Hong Kong Low and so I don't get sick, but "You go now, but you
didn't use to go beforsl” I say I eat some Chinese dishes and rice.
They ask me to help them, to help them ccok, and I go help them, I
teach them how to cook rice, what to do, so they always say that I'm
good.

So your neighbors are Mexican, and you make friends with them. Do
vou get along well?

Italy.

Oh, they're Itallan?

They're nice Ttalians, just this one family. On the left side
they're Chinese, and also Chinese on the opposite side.

During your decades here do you feel that Chinese have made great
advances in L.A.?

Yes, especially during these last few years,

Why do you think they've made such advances?

Chinatcown used to be very run-down. Now everyvthing is new,
everything is brand-new.

What else?

Before everything was run-down, run-~down stores. Now they've all
been torn down, and built up like this, and there are alsc many
Chinese.

And what else? What else do you sesa in Chinatown? What about the
yvoung people?

There are more young peoprle naow.

There are more, and what kind of work do they do? The young people?

W
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Young people now are really something - in their work.

They all work, what kind of work do they do? Do most of them have
good jobs?

They &1l have good jobs and they make money. They're not like us
when we first came, when we came tlime were rough.

Do the young people now feel that their life is very good?

Ch ves, evervone comes and goes freely in a car e ; in one
family they'll have several cars!

Do the young p2ople like being in the U.S.7?

I wouldn't know about other people.

When vou were getting married in the village, someone introduced you.
When vou heard that someons was going to introduce you to your
husband, how did vou feel? '
Exbarrassed, very smbarrassed! I even said that I was unwilling, and
I cursed at the middleman, I cursed people.

You cursed... How old were you then?

18.

When wvou heard about this, how did you cursed the middleman? wWho was
the middleman?

Originally I didn't dare to, but I went, and once T saw her, the
girls chased after her to beat her!

As scon as she saw the girls, they beat her?

As soon as the girls saw her they chazed and beat her, they picked up
things to beat her with. They stuck things all over her hairi

Ch, that..

That's how things were done there. It's not like that now, it's like
it is here, very free.

So you didn't like your matchmaker, is that right? What did she do
after you cursed at hsr?

She left and went back to my mother's house., She didn't dare, she
wouldn't leave until she was surrounded by people, she was afraid the
girls would stert chasing her again. I didn't chase her, the girls
chased her, it's always like that down in the village. Mavbe it's
not like that where you come from.,

Then what finally happened?

In the end, I had to marry scmecone. {Laughter}

Did you have a new-style or an old-style wedding?

You could say it was new-style.

How was it new? Can you briefly describe how you were married?

Just like that, I wore a civilized wveil.

What?

I wore a civilized veil, I didn't wear one of those "phoenix crowns.®
My wedding was considered nsw-stvle. '

Then youi... - Sooeml

A veil, I wore it. There were two ceremonial palanguins .. with
two long ribbons trailing behind them like this.

A cloth one and a flower one here, like thig?]

They were pulled with ribbons, ancther one was like a phoenix, it was
pulled.

Could vou see the entire face?

My fazce was covered with a cloth! You can't let people see itl
{Laughter)

What did you wear?

Red clothing.
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Did the bride's family ask for a packet of lucky money from the

grooms's family?
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he groom's family send any over?

me money and some cakes, I don't know. {7 -} I saw

g some cakes into the house. They were given to aunts to
4 to those aunts to carxy away in a basket. The girls

were invited to eat cakes, that is, this daughter is getting married,

let her give

them out as she pleases. Each person gets a share, she

can give scome te the aunts, and some to the girls. Carrying cakes!
Q: Evervone asks about how many cakes you get. Were there several

&ogen° Seve

ral hundred?

A: The groom’'s side sends them over. The bride's side locks at how many
she needs and asks for so many.

Q: How many did vou ask for?

A: I got as many as my mother gave me, whp’knows how many? I divided
them up amony my friends, and however many were left, I gave them to
the sunts. Whichever aunt came by, 1'd give her some. “That counts,
you have to share them, "Have some of those, cut them up and eat
themi”™ That's what you say. You don't have to say a word yourself,
don’t worry about other people not knowing how to eat them!

O: When vou fixed a day for the wedding, do vou remember how things were
on your wadding day?

Ar There was a palanguin on the day of the wedding.

Q: A palanquin? What else, besides a palanquin?

A: A dowry.

Q: A dowry?

B: The dowry was carried over in two batches. %Pables, big living room
tables and things like that,.

Q: Furniture, furniture too.. iy

: ¥Yes, big bureaus, trunks, suitcases, lots of Dlg and small { 2

g: How could you be so lavish then if your family was so poor?

A: The other si
make things.

de gave you money, and you'd use it to buy things and
People gave vyou so much money, and they told vou it was

to be like this, vou couldn’t not do it that way. Otherwise they
would always curse at the bride. Things were like that in the

S0 your mother told them hew much money and you gave....

It's up to you, it's up to you o decide. I don't have

anything for my daughtér's marriage, just a good girl." That's what

And that's how the wedding-portion was given?
They gave the money, and she tock the money to buy furniture for her

caughter. When people see how many things there are they'll know,
they'll know how much it cost.

a lot of things for vour dowry. What was there?

You know, those things they put on the big living room tablae?

village.

Q:

A: No, i1t was "
my mother said.

Oz

Az

O: They bought

A:

Q: What?

A: Those things

they put on the big-living room table?



wWhat table?
The big living room table. oy
I don't know about that. Was that 7
No, it wasn't R aIl"klnds of miscellaneous woods.
Oh, wvariocus woods. Thera were tables, and many benches?
There were cigarettes (. ". )}, incense tables, tables and chairs,
crane owers, things like thaL, it wae very grandi Those are the i
kinds of thlrgs you should have on a big living room table, smoking
pipya=ﬂ»"" and sucn.
187 0©: there weres'! Ty and tables and chalrs, and what else? A big
bed" s
No big bed, that h@ haa to buy!
: Were there also a lot of foodstuffs?
There was clothing for the bride.
Clothing, was that for the whole year? For cold and hot weather?
Yes, it was for all four seasons.
You had clothing there for all four seasons, about how much money was
that worth in those days?
: I dontt know,§the things there...

It'd be g :' if you could remember.
We uged_ 7 27t rhare, _
I know, these all were. So all that furniture went along with the
bride?
¥Yes. He had a big bed over at his house. 2And they paid money to
thisg side to carry it over. People fought to do it, relatives fought
to do it! There were lots of things to carry, and they paild you for
it over therel :
Thay gave lucky packets, everyone got a lucky packet? Then you went
in, through the deoorway of the groom's house, and then what?
They escorted me inside.
The groom came out?
The groom came put,
He came out to bring you inside?
Yas.
What happened after you went in? Did vou have to pour tea and all
that? Can vou tell us briefliy?
Of course! I even had to pour for "tueuboya,” and of course for my
father-and mother-in-law, usisg—a oo 2
You poured tea for your father- and mother-in-law and who else?
"The boys," vou always had to pour for all of them.
What "boys?"
The group who came with the groom.
What were they called?
Ushers. -
Ch, ushers. You also poured for them.
What about the women, whare were they? When vou first went in?
There were also women there! There are always women., There were men
and waomen who wanted to ses the bride.
Did you go in the morning or in the evening? To the groom's house?
I went in the evening, and we worshipped "Bak kung” the next day.
5o then what happened after you went to the greom's house and poured
tea?
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It was over after the tea-pouring,
when did the greoom's family hold their banguet?
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They had it during the day.

They had it before you went over there?

They had it before I went. It was just for relstives.

How many days after you went there did they have the banguet?
They had it on the day I went, and the next day we worshipped "Bak
kung.” :

That night you wenht over.,

They readied the palanquin, held the banguet, ate and then went to
bring the bride over.

So that's how you went over.

At night, the bride came back, and the ushers all left. Then what?
vou and your husband were in the room, and they rested there that
night, and then on the third morning, what d4id you say happened?

The third morning, overnight, overnight everyvone left. We worshipped
"Bak kung" and everyone left.

Who leit?

The aunts who escorted the bride, the women, the bridesmaids, they
all had to worship "Bak kung,” and see things through the end.

Who was "Bak kung?®

That was the Great Ancestor.

So you worshipped Bak kung. When did you worship Bak kung? The next
norning? .

Some did it then, some wailt till the next worning. At that time, T
did it the next morning.

You worshipped Bak kung and then they all Ieft?

Then it was all over.

Then after two yvears your husband came back over here?

He came back here, and several vears later he fdoined the army.

He joined the army?

He didn't bring us over here until he had joined the army and gome
back.

Ch.

At that time, he was native born and couldn't bring his wife over.
Whare was he gent by the army?

To Europsa.

Furope, then he was lucky.

He was there for four vears.

Four vears, and then he was lucky to come back. He wasn't wounded,
was he?

When he was in the army? He wasn't wounded, but he was unlucky, his
appendix burst while he was running and he almost died.

He was running while he was in the army and his appendix burst?

He fell down there. They operated on him and cured him, so he livad
to go back and bring me over here.

Was it because he had joined the army that he had the right to bring
his family over?

He went back and became a citizen, A= o8- {57 , that's how
he came in.

Did he ever talk about how he felt at joining the army?

He never said anything. It was just that that, they wanted him to
jein.

He went to Europe, and he was lucky, he came back.

He was there for four years. He went to London, Furope, Germany, we
went te all those countries, )

i
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Many people went especially from the U.S. back to China to marry
wives, why was that?

Paople with old-fashioned ideas always went home and thelr fathers
found a wife for them. They always let their mother take care of

evervthing.
What other reasons were there for them to want to go back to get
marriad? Why not marry here? "

They wanted to accomodate their elders, to show thelirs elders
respact.

To respect their elders?

That's right!

Because that's what their elders told them to do?

Yes, yvou went to marry so that they could choose for you. All the
people back home were like that.

Did vou like that, having your elders choose for you?

¥You had to do it even 1f vou didn't like it, Back home then, who
would. .. {(Laughter)

Then now would you like your children to grback to their village to
get married? Would you like to choose spouses for them?

It's not for me to cheose, If it weyre up fo me, I'd like them to go
back, isn't that so? If you don't go back, they all think it's fine
here. But it's not for vou to think like tha%, so now I dgg'% think
abcut anything. Whatever they want. These people are so 7. “w= ,
they know what yvou old folks are thinking.

You'ra very opan-minded, to let your children marry whomever they

want. ..

{End)



ek

B

e,
CAQ

Tape 2 Side A

015 ©Q: As you know, many Chinese are now marrying non-Chinese. How do vyou
feel about that?

017 A: I don't care, as long as they like 1%l =

018 Q: Why deesn't it matter to you? '

019 A: You can't do anything about itl Just let them do whatever they

plaasa, .
020 Q: Did any of your own children marry non-Chinese?
A: My daughter-in-law is Japanese, and my youngest danghter also marrised
a Japanese., They treat me very welll
022 ©: How long have they been married? .
A: My son was married in 1973. After they got married, they lived with
her mother,
024 ©: Where does her mother live?
024 A: In Hawaili. He says he wants to stay with her mother, and I don't
mind either. He ¢an live whersver he wants to. '

(26 (Q: What zbout your daughter?

A: My daughter lives quite far from here, about 30~odd miles away.

028 ©O: How long have they been married?

A: Since 1974. :

029 Q: Th, one in 1873 and one in 1974, Do both of them have children?

A: The son who got married in 1973 doesn't have any children yet; the
daughter whe got married in 1974 has one son and one daughter,

031 ©¢: Is vour son in Hawaili doing weli?

A: He works in a bank.

033 Q: Does his wife work?

A: Yesi They even bought a house. Paid hundreds of thousands for it.

036 ©: Do they treat you well?

A: Quite well.

037 §: Does the daughter who got married in 1974 have any children?

~ A: Two, a son and a daughter.

038 §: If they work, do they have to find someone to look after the
children?

A: Yes. It costs several thousand dollars to hire someons to loock after
the kids, They asked me to do it, but I can't do that, T can't look
after anyone,.

041 Q: How do your friends feel about Chinese marrying non-Chinese?

043 A: I don't know. There are a lot of people 1ike that, and you can
control them, Even if vou could control this generation, you
couldn't control the next generation.

046 Q: Have your children ever studied Chinese? DIid they like it?

047 A: They did. They studied several vears in Chinese school, and they all
liked it. They stopped when they got to high school, because there
was too much homework, But they can only write their own names in
Chinese.

049

O: Why did yvou want them to study Chinesa?
A: I wanted to know about the culture and civilization of their
homeland!
055  Q: Would you like your grandchildren to study Chinesse?
A: I can't worry about so many things! Thev're so far away, over thirty

miles. If they were to study, they'd come to my place, and then I'd

7

have to take { J. I don't want to do that.
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Have any of your Chinese friends told veu that they wanted to go back
to China to live?

No.  Someone asked wme to go to China for pleasure, and I said, "I
don't have many feelings about China any more," First of zall, I'm
advanced in vears, and Ifve been gone for several decades. I don't
know how things are there now, so I don't want te go back. I may as
well spend the money here for pleasurs. )
Have you ever asked your grandchildren if they wanted to study
Chinese? .

I naver asked, and I don't want to get involved, They're still
voung, only 4-5 years old. They've only Jjust begun to go to school.
In some movies, Chinese have been portrayed as the bad guys. Do you
have any feelings on that? .
That's bad. Chinese imitate whites and debase themselves. They
shouldn't mske themselves look sc bad.

Have you ever joined together with other Chirese to protest the way
the movies make Chinese look bad?

Ne, I ignere them. There are so many Chinese, I wouldn't know which
one they mean.

What kinds of jobs do you consider to be the best jobs? What kind of
jobs would you like your children to have?

I'd like my children to have respectable jobs, that is, respectable
jobs where they don't break rules and can get by.

What was it like to Join this church? Do you go to the Buddhist
temple every week?

No, I go when I have time.

Who runs this Buddhist church?

& Japanese.

What street is the temple on?

I don't know the name of the street, it's very far away. If you want
to go, I can take vou.

who introduced you to the church? How many Chinese are members?
Auntie Liu and Uncle Hung Hee introduced me. There are 20-30
Chinese members in it.

"How can you understand English and Japanese?

They speak BEnglish mainly, and there's also some Chinese that I can
read. There are also quite a few whites in the churchl

What benefits do you feel jeining this church has brought vou?

I believe it in my heart. Before, I saw doctors often., Since
becoming a believer, I've never sgeen a doctor. Also, I used to have
trouble sleeping, and I had palpitations. After I became a besliever
I've been sleeping well, and even when I haven't slept well, T don't
have palpitations. The Buntie Liu who introduced me to the church
couldn’t raise her arm above her head before. After she bacame a
believer, she could raise her arm over her hezad, and she can even
1ift things now. Uncle Liu used to cough a lot, but he's been cured
since he became a believer, and now he often goes out to eat and have
fun.

How many people are there altogether in the church?

When we get the divine light, the head of the church comes, and the
church is filled with dozens of people. Of course not everyons is
there yvet, scme don’t come because it's teoo far away. Sometimes the
head of the church f£flies in by plane. Those of us who have the
dgivine light go meet him at the air@ort.

o
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How many times a yvear do you go to church?

I go two or three times & month, and I give some donations.
to you, one or two dollars or £fifty cents, it's up to you.
How much do vou give?

I usually give $2. If I don't have any change I'il give 3$1.
are also some people who'll give $5 or $10.

{End)
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