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i 001-0086 Intreduction.

007-016 Parents are from Canton, China. Pather was from
Toighan, 7§‘ .%% -

017-021 Clara Wong's (CW) Chinese name is ( @ Zp - ).

022-033 Father came over in 1923 in his late teens. He was
born in 1903, He came to the U.S5. for a better life,

2 034-040 Father worked in a herb sheop in a small town in China.

041-054 Fathetr's grandfather was in the U.8. during the gold
rush. CW's great grandfather did not work in the mine,
but as a scholar and wrote letters for other pecople.

055-057 CW was born in Los Angeles in 1923.

058-071 Father was always working in the produce markte at City
Market on San Pedro. It was a wholesale produce
market. He always left the house early in the morning
and worked sixteen hours a day. CW didn't see her
father very much, he was seither at work or sleeping.

3 072-073 wWhen CW was in her teens, she used to help her father
with the bockkeeping at home. :

074-077 There are seven brothers and sisters in the family. CW
is the c<ldest.

078-086 Mother raised all the children. After all of the
children were grown, she helped her husband in the
market.

087-09% CW grew up in the 22nd Street area. The family rented
a house, Father and his cousin were partners. His
cousin owned two houses, so CW's family rented one from
him. :

100-116 Father's produce market's name was Chuck Produce.

Father's cousin was in the business first. Father
joined him in the business as a partner after working
for several years,
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Summary

CW didn't know any English before she went to school.
She always thought that she was shy and didn't say much
at school.

CW was the only Chinese in her junior high school. She
noticed a lot of black students but not many Caucasians
around the neighborhood.

CW's family was considered poor but never was deprived.
The family had a refrigerator and radio. Before 1936,
they had an ice box.

Mother always seeked the opportunity to speak English.
There were church ladies who always came to the house
and taught mother how to speak English

Father went to English class for & year and a half.
Then he had to start working.

Most of her father's clients were restaurant owners out
in the West Los Angeles and Hollywood areas.

Father retired in 1965.

CW alwavs attended the neighborhood school. One school
she went to were predominantliy black. She went to San
Pedro Street School and Lafavette High Schocl., There
were few Chinese in each class.

CW did't think she didn't get along with her
classmates. :

CW had a tutor teaching her Chinese at home for a year.
Later CW went to Chinese school when she was in junior
high school.

There were about five of them who studied Chinese at
home with the tutor.

CW went to Chinese school on Adams Boulevard, speonsored
by the Chinese Presbyterian Church. The school's hours
were 4:30 to 6:30 pm every day. they went to school to
have fun and play with friends.

The pastor of the church taught the class. There were
nine grades.

It was very commcn to go to Chinese school in the early
days., (W and her brothers did not have any objection
to going to Chinese school. It was like three cor four
dollars a month,

There was a girl scout troop in the church after 1945.
CW belonged to the church. Her main activities were at
the Chinese school and the church.
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C01-002
c03-011

012-023
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030-035

036-037
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044-048
049-071
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095-098

Summary

CW didn't have many non—Chinese friends at schocl. She
spoke English with her Chinese friends,

CW spoke Chinese with her parents.

CW felt morse Chinese.

CW's family used a lot of Chinese herbal medicine, and
used to vigit Chinese herb doctors. .

The family had an American family doctor. All the
brothers and sisters were born at home except for the
youngest sister who was born in the hospital.

Husband was born in 1930 in the hospital.

Mother didn't have much recreational activities.
Now parents have more time for recreation., In the
early days, father worked all the time, even on
sundays.

Tape 1 Side B

Blank.

Father used to take the family out on Sundavs in the
car, ”
Father never took a vacation, There were only two
times when her father took the family to San Francisco.
Once to the World Fair in 1239 and 1935 to see CW's
grandfather,

CW's family had three bedrooms. One time CW's two
uncles were living with them,

Father used to send money bhack to China.

Most of mother's relatives are in the U.3. now,.

Father joined the family association in the later days,
after he retired,

Father may belong to the market group.

CW visited the market before CW described the set up of
produce market. The market could fit a big truck in
the market,

CW and her family never experienced cbvious
discrimination. Maybe once while the schoolmates
called her "Chink."™ She never got disturbed too much.
W didn't know who would be the prominent persons in
Chinatown.



interviewee: Clara Wong

Contents (cont'd)

Page: 4

1 Side B
Tape: 2 Side A

Time Counter
Segment Number
3 099-120

4 121-121
132-147

5 148-165
166-175

176~181

182-197

EX¥D OF TAPE 1 SIDE B

1 001-004
005012

013-025

026-040

2 . 041-049

050-069

3 070-081

Summary

When she was voung, CW wished to be a teacher,
bookkeeper, etc. CW always had a good time with
friends and never talked much about jobs or careers.

A lot of Chinese were in the laundry business or the
herd business.

Chinese mostly lived near other Chinesge. CW's family
lived around 22nd S$treet for convenilence.

CW heard some people talk about gambling but as a child
one wasn't supposed to ask about gambling,

CW didn't know of anyone who was inveolved in peolitics.
Some of CW's relatives would take her to the movies
when she was little.

CW didn't go to Chinese movies. Being the coldest in
the family, CW played a lot by herself. Her uncle used
to teach her Chinese games but she never snjoyad them.
CW and her brothers used to play baseball on the
street,

Tape 2 Side R

Introduction.

CW played baseball with her Chinese friends. There
ware no non~Chinege around. When they playved they
spoke Chirese.

CW remembers that Chinese passed around red eggs for
the celebration of new babies.

Mother did not learn a lot of things until the children
grew up. She cooked Chinese food and rice three meals
a day. The family never ate out.

CW remembers that her mother cooked spaghetti for the
first time when CW was in junior high school.

CW vaguely remembers that her father took her to the
cemetary on Ching Ming ( “%‘ uﬁ V. CW didn't
remember much of the funerals she attended,

CW nevex went to any Chinese type of wedding. There
were some Chinese who had weddings at churches and then
poured tea at home.
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Summary

At home CW's family was very Chinese. CW's uncle used
to tell her Chinese storiss. Mother often mentioned
her life in China and footbinding. Mother was born in
1912. She was the only one who didn't have her feet
bound.

Mcther®s father was here in America and returned to
China from time to time. But CW's mother's mother
never came to the U.S. :
There was a real appreciation of Chinese in CW's
parents. They often talked about going back to China,
but they didn't go until last year.

Someone gave a box camera to CW's brother. There was
one period when CW's father gob interested in movies.
He ranted & camera and took pictures for a very short
period.

CW thinks it is important te have a Chinese education.
CW heard of some ladies who liked to be matchmakers but
never kKnew of anvene who got married through cone.

CW had two brothers and three sisters.

CW heard of people talking about interracial marriaces
rather negatively. There were very few interracial
wmarriages.

CW thinks that people find interracial marriages more
acceptable now.

Parents never menticned what was their prefeyxence for
China born or American born in-laws. CW had both China
born and American korn frisnds.

CW thinks Chinese have done better than other people,
When Cw's parents watned to purchase a house arcund the
USC area in the 1950s, they had little difficalty,.
Later whites moved out and more minorities moved in.

CW stayed home until she got married.

The City Market is still in existence. When her father
was there, there were predominently Chinese owners in
the produce market.

During World War II, there were some benefit occasions
that all the Chinese would dress in Chinese clothing,
CW remembers that she was in the parade for the China
Relief event and the family members were involved in
the activities.
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8 305~316 CW participated in the activities when Madame Chiang
Kai-shek visited Losg Angeles,
317-326 One time CW went with other Chinese to the harbor to
boycott Japanese goods,
9 327-334 CW's family didn't have a telephone until she was ten.
335363 CW felt that she was Chinese and was brought up in a

Chinese way.
END OF TAPE 2 SIDE A

END OF INTERVIEW
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Bound feet, ZA:3

Celebrations and holidays
food eaten for, Z24A:1
Chiang, Kai~shek (Madame), 2A:8
China Relief, ZA:8
China
Japanese invasion of, ZA:8
money sent back to, 1B:1
nostalgia for, 2A:4
return to, ZA:4
Chinatown {Los Angeles)
living conditions in, 1A:5
women's roles in, 1A:5
Chinese Presbyterian Church
1A:8-9
Chinese churches, 1A4:8-9
Chinese language
learning of, 1A:7
Chinese schools
attitudes toward, 1A:8; Z2A:5
class size in, 1A:8
hours spent in, 1A:8
sponsors of, 1A:8
tuition paid, 1A:8
Ching Ming, Z2A:2
Chuck Produce, 1A:3
City Market, 2A:7
Cooking, ZA:1-2

Discrimination
Chinese American response to
1B:3
in housing, ZA:7

Bducation
attitudes toward, Z4:5
English language
in Chinese American homes
1A:10
in Chinese schools, 1A:9
learning of, 1A:4-0
Ethnic identity
Chinese vs. American, 2A:9
pride in, Z2A4:4

Families and family 1ife, 1B:I;
2A:3
language spoken in, 1A:10
size of, 1A:3; 2A:5

women's roles in, 1A:3

TNDEX

Food
American vs. Chinese, Z4:1-2
Friendships, 14:9

Gambling, 1B:5

Herbal medicine, 1A:10
Housing patterns, 1B:l
Chinese American clustering
1B:4
and discrimination, 24:7
and multifamily households
18:1
structure size, 1B:1

Tmmigrants and immigration
reasons for, lA:l

Interracial marriages
acceptance of, 24:6
attitudes toward, ZA:3

Lafavette High School, 1A:7
Leisure-time activities, 1A:ll

Marriages
ceremonies, ZA:3

mate selection patterns in ZA:5

Medical practice
Chinese medicine vs. Western
medicine, [A;10-11

Heilghborhoods, lA:4

Occupation patterns
among women, 1B:3
stereotypes in, 13:3-4

Photographs, 2A:4
Produce business
customers of, 14:6
family invelvement in, 14:3
partnerships in, 1A:3
working hours in, 14:2, 11
Produce markets, 1B:2

Recreation, 14:11

Red eggs, 2A:1

Religiocus affiliation, 1A:9
Remittance, 1B:1
Retirements, 1A:7
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San Francisco World's Fair, 1B:1
San Pedro Street School, 14A:7
Sino-Japanese War
Chinese Americans boycotrt
Japanese goods 24:8

Toishan, Canton, China, 1A:l
Traditions, 24:1
Tutors, 14:7

Women
family rcles of, 1A:3
in Chinatown, 1A:53
remaining in China, 2A:4
Wong, Clara
Chinese name of, 14:l
birth of, 1A:Z
childhood of, 1B:5; 2A:1, 3
aducation of, lA:7
ethnic identity of, 24A:9
father of, 1A:1-2, 11
friendships of, 1A:9
grandfather of, ZA:4
great grandfather of, 14:
hushand of, 14A:11
mother of, 1A:5, 11:; 24;
religion of, 14:9
residences of, 1A:3; 1B:l
siblings of, 1B:3
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