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In the early days, many of the city streets were given Spanish 
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School Buildi!:!_g~ (cont'd} 

In 1977, a $2.4 million two-story building on Yale Street with 
an underground garage was completed on the 2.7 acres of land. 

Today :i.n 1982, 100 years later, Castelar School cons.:.sts of this 
modern building and the ms.in building that was rebuilt in 1955. 
l'he 1955 rebuilt auditorium. is at present being remodeled to 
become the Los Angeles Public Library, Chinatcv.in Branch, which 
will also house the school's media center and school library. 

In 100 years, Castelar School has transformed from a 4-room 
school to a 33-7-oom school of distinction. It has the distinct 
.feRtures of being the second oldest continuing school in the 
district, the only school with an attached Chi"ldren's Center, 
the· only school with a public library on the grounds, and has 
the largest number of Indochinese refugee children of any school 
in the district. Caatelar School also ha.s the first Chinese 
pr:i.ncipal. 

Castelar School continues to educate students as the school 
population continues to grow . With the present facilities 
having a capacity for housing only 800 students, Castelar began 
a Year-Round Program in the 1981-82 .school year to accomodate 
this growing studei-,,t population that has numbered about 1100. 
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~io Castelar x.Jtt£oll from Encyclopedia Brittanica 

CASTELAR Y RIPOLL, EMILIO (b. Sep·t . 7, 1832 , Cadiz, Spain -
d. May 25, 1899, San Pedro del Pinatar), statesman and author who 
was one of the most powerful championD of Spanish Republicanism 
in the latter half of the 19th century, and who served s.s president 
of the first Span:tsh republj.c from September 1873 to January 1874. 

Ca.stelar was educated at the U11iversity of Hadrid, where he became 
professor of history and took an active role in politics. He 
achieved fame as an ore.tor and notoriety for his speeches against 
the monarchy, which activity lost him his chair in April 1865. 
After the abort:tve Republican rising of 1866, he was sentenced to 
death but escaped to France. After the successful Revolutio_n ,of 
1868, he retux:ned and entered Parliament as a.n energetic and 
effective defender of Republican ideals. 

When Castelar assumed leadership of the republic (1873-74), Spain 
was st the height of di., turbance and turmoil. He strengthene'd the 
army and resolutely undertook to crush rebellion. He also enl~arked 
on a policy of conciliation with the Roman Catholic Church~ .Ollis 
tactful and statesmanlike stance prevented ruptJ.1re wi.th the U~ited 
States O"'J'er the "Virgin.ius" affair (Oct. 31, 1873), :tn which -~r.s, 
seamen were execut:ed as pirates by Spain during a Cuban insur:i,,_ection. 

Castelar was ousted from office by Republican opposition to his 
conservative and conciliatory policies . A military coup followed, 
and he went: into exile. After the accession of King Alfonso XII 
(1874 -85), Castelar retu:t·ned and was elected to Par1iame11t. 
Altllough he became· reco,nciled to the mono.rchy, he continued t '' 
ch~1mpion a unitary and ·conu.ervative republic that would be establi shed 
and run by legal and peaceful mea.ns . As leader of the opposition, 
ha f otmd himself increasingly estranged from the revolutionary and 
federalistic doctrines espoused by the extreme Republicans; yet he 
fa·,,oured religious toleration, unive~s a l suffrage, aud the abolition 
of slavsry in Puerto Rico~ 

Castelar also found time for literary and journalistic efforts and 
left behind him more than 90 works, including novels, histories, 
and political speeches. 
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General Information (from Annual Reports, Board Minutes, newspapers, etc.) 

June 5, 1882 

July 15, 1882 

August 15, 1882 

September 8, 1882 

December 27, 1882 

1882-83 

April 2, , 1883 

May 22, 1883 

August 23, 1883 

August 3C 0 1883 

September 3, 1883 

October 1, 1883 

April 8, 1884 

Newspaper arti-
cle, no date 

Spring and Bath Street school properties 
condemned as unfit for school purposes 
a.~d sold. In their place a 4 room building 
be erected near French Hospital. 

W. S . Reavis, principal Castellar Street School 

First installment of $1600 paid contractors 
of Castellar School building 

$1800 paid contractors of Caatellar Street 
schoolhouse . 

Conmd.ttee on Repairs instructed to see that 
the waste water from Castellar Street sc~ool 
find a proper place. 

Mrs . Cannon's 5th and 6th grade classes were 
composed of li3 Spanish sum.a.mes, 1 Jewish, 
remainder Anglo surnrunes 

Application to use Ce.s:t_~l):{:l;r __ Str~et School 
for Sunday School purposes denied 

President of the Board asked Couucil to fence 
Ca.st:eD.a.r with money in School Building fund 

Fa.cul ty : W. S. Reav""i.s, Principal 
Mrs. Connor 
Mrs. Hughs 
Hrs. Ca·nnon 

Monthly pay: Reavis 
Connor 
Hughs 
Cannon 

$100 
75 
75 
70 

Mrs. Cannon tzsnsferred from Castellar to 
8th Street School 
Mrs. Jennings transfei:red from. 8th Street 
School to Castella~ 

Superi-ntenclent instructed by Board to make 
double sessions at Castellar where necessary · 

11-ss. J.E .S. Bell substitute for Nr . Reavis. 

As enl.~clled in Castellar Street buil<li11g 300. 
capacity (4 rooms) 200 
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General Information (cont'd) 

1883-84 

1884- 89 

1885-86 

1886-87 

1886-87 

1887-88 

1888-89 

1889-90 

W. S. Reavis, Principal 
?·1rs. C. i"1 . Patten 
M~ss L. A. Jennings 
Mrs. M. M. Hemes 

and 3/4 grades _ 
5th grade 
6th grade 
7/8 grades 

1885-86 t otal enrollment• 413 
1886-87 t otal enrollment= 395 

Bl Miss L.F. Keller 
Adeline Verhave 
Mrs. F.J. Fitzgerald 
Mrs. DuBois, Principal and 

Dbl session A2,B2,Al 
Dbl session B4,A3 
A5,B5,A4 

8 female teachers 
4 rooms 
350 pupil s 
44 pupils per teacher 

Miss Lizzie F . Keller 
Cora M. Getchell 
Adeline Verhave 
Anna Harris 
Mary McDonald 
Mrs. F.J~ Fitzgerald 
M. H. Swift 
C.G. DuBois, Principal and 

8 teachers includes 
Mrs. C.G. DuBois, Principal 

Bl A.M. 
Bl P.M. 
Al, B2 A.M. 
Al,B2 P.M. 
A2,B3 A.M . 
A3,B4 P.M. 
A4,B5 P.M. 
A5,B6 A.M. 

Mrs. F.J. Fitzgerald, Assistant Principal 

Miss Cora Barnum 
Miss Mabel Davisson 

~rs.Exp. Grade No.Desks 
s I -2 54 

Miss Adeline Verhave 
Miss Cora Getchell 

Miss Mary McDonald 
Miss Louise Walters 

Mrs. C.G. DuBois. Prine. 
Miss Bertha Gordon, A.P. 

6 

4 
4 

6 
16 

27 
12 

Semest!er No.Tchrs. Prine. 

1st 
2nd 

6 
8 

1 
1 

A. P. 

1 

2 

3 

4 
5 

51 

47 

52 

Grades 

1-5 
K-6 
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18~1-92 

1892·-93 

1893 - 94 

1894-95 

1895-96 

1903 

Examiner 
September 24, 1904 

June 20, 1912 

Early 1920's 

Mid 1920 1 s 

1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 

Semer; ·er ~chrs. Prine. A. p. Grades ____ _., .... ,,,_ 
lat 9 1 
2n -l 9 1 

1st 9 1 
2nd 10 l(DuBois) 

1st 11 !(DuBois) 
2nd 10 l(DuBcis) 

1st 10 l(Plummer) 
1 

2nd 10 l(Plummer) 
1 

lslst 14 l(DuBois) 
2nd J.2 l(Plummer) 

1 

Kdgn. teacher paid $60 month for 10 months 
Class includes 6 born in Mexico 

3 born in Italy 
1 born in Spain 
Anglos 

K-5 
K-6 

K-6 
K-7 

K-7 
K-7 

K-7 
K=7 

K-7 
K-8 

Dr Powers, Health Officer, recommends that bath 
tubs ha"'ve a place i n every school building in 
the City. Some people ob_j ect subjecting the 
pupils to the weakening effects of warm water . 
They also think it will be embarrassing situation 
if teacher sends pupil to wash up. The Board of 
Education will decide the Castellar controversy. 
The Amelia Street School principal says it has been 
a great success. 

Finance Committee Report. On the recormnendation 
of the Superintendent of Schools, it was passed 
that Caatellar Street School conduct a Penny 
Lunch program, school lunch not to exceed $80 
per month. 

Large nwiber of M xican American students. 
Placed in Foreign Ungraded classes. 

Some Japanese names appear. 
First Chinese, Mary Jane Fong 

42 taachers 1200 students 
l•2 " 1100 " 
41 II 1000 II 

1 Prine . 
1 " 
l II 

1 A.P. 
1 11 

1 II 

K- 6 
K-6 
K-6 
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EARLY !)AYS NO'I'ES OF THE IltlCDLf\.TE SURROUNDINGS OF THE 
crINA1'rnm BR.Al{CH LIBRAR.Y 

ln the early dayG of the Pueblo, Yale Street ended in a 
car.yon that made a natural corral for the anim2ls . 

On Sunday and holidays, rodeos and bullfights took place 
here. Also popular then was the ''Correr el gallon ,;here 
the horseman riding at top speed bended to pick up a poor 
fowl buried i n the gr.ound. Then the street was called 
ncalle de 'l'ororr oi.- the .:Street of t he Bull 11

• 

Before the French Hospital was built, it was the site of 
a huge warehouse , a barn-l ike wooden building. It was a 
busy place ·where tc,;.m folks came t o buy their goods·- -goods 
carried in on ox-drawn cartJ from Chinese and East Coast 
vessel anchored in San I'edro Bay. Angelinos traded sheep 
and cattle products with imported goods much nee led here. 

Around 1870, the French Benevolent Society began. construc-
tion of the first unito of the French Hospital. 

The wonderful Sarah Bi xby Smith who for many years lived on 
Court Street hill which at the time overlooke d this area 
wrote in her California Classic 11Adobe Days" the following: 

"w'ho that saw the many- footed dr~gon that 
wom~d its silken, glisteni ng way out of 
Chinato,;m into the streats can ever for-
get its beauty? Or the floats that carried 
e11chanting little Chinese children wearing 
their. vivid embroidered gan '1ents a.nd beaded 
head-dresses? Alas. they a.re buried '!.lOW in 
their American coveralls and cordur oys." 

As f'tr back as in her days, at the turn of the century, she 
was lamenth 1g w5-th the fear of losing these beautiful customs . 

L E 0 P OLI T I 
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