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William Chew Chan's (WCC) mother was born in China. Father
born in San Francisco. Grandfather came from China.
WCC's father was born in 1884.

Father moved down to Los Angeles after the earthquake and
farmed in Vernon. Father raised asparagus, cauliflower,·
rose potatoes. The main vegetable was asparagus. Father
leased about twenty or so acres.
Grandfather wasin laundry business. At that time most
Chinese were in laundry and restaurant.
Grandfather married grandmother in China and brought her
over to the united States.
WCC's father had two daughters and seven sons, only one
of them graduated from Pomona Poly Tech in farming.

Family farm at Downey was sold to the State of California
around 1950. The family had the farm since 1921 or 1922.
Father chopped down the fruit trees and grew asparagus. It
was about thirty acres farm.~
Father's name is Ah Wone (~~r·~n).
Father's name was on the building of 1050 Grand Avenue,
in San Francisco because father was the leader of the Wu
Family Association.

Father owned two properties: before World War I, 25 acres
and ten acres in Vernon; after World War I, bought another
piece of property -- Downey.
wee was born in China.
Father went back to China to gEt married in 1900's and
left WCC's mother in China. wec was bo~n in 1911.
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WCC came to the United States in 1919 with his uncle.
Father went back to China approximately every two years.
Whenever Chinese made enough expenses for the trip they went
back to China.
WCC was the second child and had one older brother and one
younger sister. [Note: the background noise is running
water].

WCC's three paternal uncles were not born in San Francisco.
Most of maternal uncles and aunts were in China. One of
the maternal uncles lives in Phoenix. He was the one who
brought WCC to the United States.
WCC stayed in Angel Island when he first came to the United
States for about two weeks. WCC was questioned _.-names,
age, etc.

WCC came to Los Angeles right after the Angel Island, and
lived in an apartment on Juan Street, Old Chinatown.
Father had about one or two helpers during the off season,
ten to twelve helps during the season.
During the summer WCC had to help father in the farm.
Mother helped in the farm in Downey due to the lack of
labor.

Father put seven kids through college except WCC. All the
children are all professional men now.
Father did not make too much money. He put everything he
made to his kids.
Father moved to Downey in 1932. WCC was .in China for two
years and got married. Came back to the United States in
1933.
Wife could not come to the United States until after World
War II.

WCC went back to China a couple of times during World War
II.

[Note: Grandson was crying in the background] .
WCC was stationed in Kunming ('fb ~lq ) in China.
wee has five boys. First three born in China, two born
in Los Angeles.
WCC's apartment had four rooms for the whole family.
In Old Chinatown stores area and residential area were
mixed.

There were butcher shops, grocery, herb stores, restaurants,
gambling hosues.
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The gambling was against the law then, but was not enforced
like now.
The neighbors were Chinese. The kids played baseball and
basketball -- 'had teams to represent Chinatown and 9th Street
Market area in the mid 20's. Played semi-pro ball games with
Mexicans and others -- East Los Angeles and Evergreen
:layghrou(n\~,;Jl- ) f d ,cD:' ;2,'
LO Wa ~,rF J:t- team was orme to represent :':.'~" ~

.t! _:.-- !

First went to Mr. Torn's Chinese school for three- to four
years after American school. Mr. Tornwas a good Chinese
teacher.
WCC went to Macy street School, then went to Central High
School where the Board of Education situates now. It was
originally Los Angeles High School.

TAPE 2 SIDE A

Introduction.
WCC attended UCLA campus on Vermont. In 1931 he went back
to China.
After American school, went to Chinese school for four
years.
Chinese school teacher name was Torn. There were Los Angeles
Street, Methodist Church and Sunset Chinese schools.

Between 30 and 35 Chinese students in the school. Most
other Chinese students were native born. They understood
more English than Chinese so the teacher explained the
class in English.
WCC attended high school in China in 1931 for one year
and ten months.

;;;f)

Went back to China, lived in Hoipin ([ii, ) Sung Wah
Lei ( ~»» 1'.1.7 .:L ). The family built a horne and road in
the village in 1931.

WCC went back to China for marriage arranged by the parents.
WCC lived with cousins and relatives in the village. The
relatives made the marriage arrangement for weco
WCC got married in 1932 and stayed in China for two years.
Returned to the United states in 1933, stayed in Downey with
father. WCC remebers the earthquake.
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WCC went to old UCLA campus for a year.
WCCquit school and worked. Father was not happy and sent
WCC back to China.
wee studied business accounting in college. wee quit school
because he needed money.
Father's farm was lcoated on Paramont Boulevard, south of
Manchester Boulevard in the City of Downey.
Aside from wce's family, there was another Chinese family
who owned the farm on Suterbacker Road (7) owned by
Wing Chong Lung family.

Stayed in Downeye for a year. Then worked for Chung King
[Produce] as a salesman for six months. Later joined the
Elite Produce as one of the partners in 1946.
wce could not bring the wife over. After the War, wee was
able to bringeher over as GI's wife. wee was in the service
for four years.
Father was able to bring mother over before 1924 when the
law still allowed citizens to bring their wives over.

wee has five children, three born in China and two born
in Los Angeles.
After World War iI, before discharge in the United States,
wec went to visit the family two times.
wec's wife and children did not come to the United States
until March, 1948.
wec worked in the City Jllarketin 1933 to 1938, selling
vegetables.
wec took the orders and packed up the vegetables for the
customers to pick up. Sometimes he delivered them.
From 1938 to 1941 wee went to Phoenix and worked for a
friend in the grocery business.

The friend's grocery store sold American grocery, no
Chinese foods. All the customers were Americans. The
business was just so-so.
Had chance to contact with other Chinese in Phoenix.

In 1940, WCC registered in Phoenix. Asked for deferment.
WCC was crazy about the service and had three years of
ROTC in high school and also took advanced military course.
Got discouraged by being shorter than the others. Got
three months deferment. WCC was drafted.
WCC was a staff sergeant.
WCC was sent to Fort Bliss, Texas, El Paso in the Medical
Corp.
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WCC wanted to go to the infantry instead of
Medical Corp. Later felt he was lucky.
WCC was never in the front, was in Kun Ming
the s.O.s. headquarter.

being in the

( \':-(1. ;.:.~ ) withr - ,

WCC was sent to China, probably they needed interpreters but
was ne"Ver asked to work as an interpreter.
WCC in the signal corp climbing poles, laying lines. One
of the Chinese boys fell from the pole and died.
WCC was released in 1946 at Fort MacArthur.
WCC did not go back to Phoenix. Worked in the Elite Produce
[Market] used most American names.
WCC put in a few thousand dollars [into Elite Produce] to
become a partner.

Four worked in the Elite Produce. It was a small outfit,
not like the other big ones. More or less the second jobber.
Had all klnds of customers: Chinese and Americans.
WCC worked in the produce business until retirement.
WCC and partners sold Elite in 1962. Then worked for a
Japanese firm: Fujishigi.
Kenneth Ung worked there too.
WCC wrote to relatives in China before wife came over.
After wife came over, wife wrote to the relatives in China.

WCC felt attachment to China before, but not anymore since
the Communist took over. But there is still sentimental
attachment -- and he would like to go back to visit.

TAPE 2 SIDE B

In 1937, WCC's father planned to take brothers and sisters to
China to study Chinese. But because of the bombing of
Shanghai, they did not go.
Before father passed away, in a way, the family have kept
up the traditions, especially in marriage. WCC did not
care anymore. WCC's youngest son married to a Japanese
girl. WCC did not mind it.

WCC associated mostly with Chinese and had a very good Mexican
friend but not too many White friends.
WCC mostly lived in Old Chinatown and did not go outside of
Chinatown, [so did not have much association with Whites] .
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Until 1931 or 1932, WCC went back to China, father moved
to Downey. In the 1950's, the State made the family sell
the property.
The family moved to Coliseum area. The sister lived near
Venice and Nortom with mother.
WCC lived in Downey and had very good neighbors and never
had negative experiences living there.

WCC did not have trouble acquiring property in Coliseum
area. But further west WCC knew there was trouble buying
houses. "A lot of them don't want to sell it to you color
people." Even at the Vermont area. You either had to have
a White friend buy you the house, then resell it to you.
But even then, the neighbors would not like that.
WCC felt "if they don't want me as a neighbo~, I don't want
to live there. That's why I came right back to Coliseum."
In the Coliseum area there were mostly liliiteswho sold
their houses and moved out to the San Fernando Valley.
If they can get more money they sell the house to you. So
when the Chinese and colored people moved in they had to
pay more to get in.
When WCC moved to Coliseum there were predominantly all
Whites.
Before the war most Chinese lived in Chinatown.
There were a few Chinese living outside of Chinatown and
came to Chinatown to have Chinese school with WCC.

Most Chinese who lived outside of Chinatown could converse
with White people. They are more fluent in English. It
was not because of the financial status.
Quite a few who lived in Chinatown could afford any place.
But they rather be in Chinatown or sometimes their business
required them to stay in Chinatown.
WCC identified himself as a Chinese. When WCC got sick
he used Chinese medicine mostly or cold remedy.
WCC had never been in the hospital until he went into the
service. WCC was sent to William Borma General Hospital
for a general examination.
Parents did not have much recreation. Went to show. Chinese
shows were very seldom [shown].

Very few Chinese oper~?, WCC went for curiosity, did not
understand the oS ,K i]:5:. -- Chinese opera.
WCC played balls, basketball, baseball, tennis, for
recrEation.
Back in 1926 to 1929 [approximately], wee played on the
baseball team.
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Whole bunch of kids in Chinatown played together in the
barn in Chinatown. Barn was used for horses and wagons.
Later no horses, WCC and [friends] cleaned up the field.
Later the city built a playground, club house, there for
Chinese kids.

Sometimes went to other playgrounds: East Los Angeles Play-
ground and Evergreen Playground, with the Mexican kids.
WCC played with other teams, but not Japanese team. Back
to the 20's, the Chinese and Japanese did not get together
much." They hardly played with each other. They fought.

Had nine to play baseball. Ray Lue was pitcher, first base
was George Tom, coach Victor Wong. WCC played second base.
The outfields were George Wong, Kenneth Ung. Brother
Glenn Chan filled in once in a while. Then Jimmy's
brother Alan. Catcher was George Lee.
Victor Wong was in the movies now and then. He was on the
King Kong.
WCC considered his team as a semi-pro team.
Walter Chung was there playing too.
The team played until about 1930's. Never got paid to
play outside of Chinatown. There might be a price for it.
That is about it. Won one or two trophies.
The team played together almost every week.
The coach was not a professional, he was older than the
[other players] .

The team was the first and only [baseball] in Los Angeles.
Look how many Chinese people here [now]. They should have
two or three baseball teams. They do not even have one.
WCC only practiced basketball with the other kids. He
was not good enough to play -- was too short for one thing.
WCC and [friends] did not have much social activities,
except now and then they had a party at the playground.
WCC did not think he was special just because he played
baseball. 3'j:, "1!J .J:-WCC joined Chin Wu Yuan (i ~q< (?fj .~'?;,_) Family Association.

After the War, [Chin Wu Yuan] built a new building in
Chinatown, Bernard Street.
Father was also a member of Chin Wu Yuan Family Association
and donated a building [in San Francisco]. But being at
Downey, he hardly had time to come down here [to the
Association] .
Grandfather spent most of the time in San Francisco, so WCC
did not know much about him.
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The Family Association h~d banquets. Everybody chipped in.
Like older people, seven or eight dollars, kids were half
price.
Did not join the Family Association and CACA until 1950's.
Chinese who were the ones that came from China were generally
more interested in joining the organization.

WCC did not join any other organizations before the War,
joined the American Legion after the War.
In high school, WCC joined the tennis club and loved to play
tennis. Played tennis "almost every other day in Griffith
Park.
There was quite a few Chinese who played tennis but not too
many. Not even too many kids going to school at that time.
When WCC graduated from Lincoln High School, he was the
only Chinese and there was another Japanese girl.

Most Chinese (kids from China) when they were fifteen,
sixteen, they had to go to work. Their fathers could not
afford to send them through school.
WCC was the only Chinese in his class and mixed with
Americans very well at school.
The Depression started when he graduated from high school.
The crash of 1929, September.

TAPE 3 SIDE A

Father was affected by the Depression but not as much as
other people.
Father had asparagus farms. There were not too many as-
paragus farms.
Around the 20's, the Biltmore Hotel was considered the
most expensive hotel in Los Angeles. They put in orders
[of asparagus] ahead of time.
A lot of WCC's friends were affected by the Depression
but held up a lot better than other races.

Even though Chinese were affected by the Depression, they
could not go for the Welfare because they thought people
might look down on them. Workers would borrow money from
WCC's father rather than go on Welfare.



Interviewee: William Chew Chan--~----~~~--~---------

Contents (cont'd)

Page: 9 _

Tape: 3 Side A

Time
segment

2

3

4

5

Counter
Number

040-046

047-055

056-058
059-063

064-066

067-073

074-078
079-084

085-092

093-106

107-120

121-127

128-134

135-143

144-151
152-159

160-166

167-173

Summary

Before World War II, there were Chinese in farming (manual
labor). Every summer WCC went to farm and help his father.
During the off season, the father only needed one or two
helps to do the cultivation and irrigation. During the
asparagus season, WCC's father had to hire six to twelve
people.
In the 20's, the farm worker got a dollar a day.
A secretary might get $30 a month. Managers or supervisors
got about $10 or more.
A loaf of bread cost about five cents.

The workers got room and board. Breakfast before the sun
came up. They quit when the sun went down. A lot of times
they had to light the candle when they ate. After dinner
they went to sleep, that's all.
WCC's father hired mostly Mexicans and Chinese.
All through the summer, if WCC and his brothers were lucky,
they would get a dollar. They would go to the movies and
get ice cream. Movie cost them five cents, later on,
ten cents.
In 1930, WCC was getting $20 a week [working in the produce
market]. At that time working in the farm could earn $50
a month.

Every other year WCC got a raise [in wages]. WCC was able
to save money. Family was not with him, so he saved money
and sent money back every other month.
WCC sent money back to China through the bank. The family
in China would get the Chinese money through exchange in
Hong Kong.
Before 1930, WCC's father sent money back to China through
the bank too. Not through the Family Association.
Some people sent money back to buy land, WCC just saved
his money.

Father bought quite a lot of property in China. WCC was
going back to China to manage the property.
WCC wanted to leave the children in China to learn Chinese.
Father said the best thing was to put the money in real
estate and land. But none of the children did.
Before [1949], the wife managed Father's property. Later
the Communists took over everything. So WCC does not have
any [reason] to go back to China.
Most Chinese born Americans have the sentiment to go back
to China.
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WCC thought most of the Chinese found their wives in the
United States. Only WCC's older brother and WCC got married
in China through arrangement. The rest of the brothers
married in the United States.
Most of the American born wanted to marry here in the
United States. Probably their parents like them to go back
to China to get married there.
Some Chinese preferred sons, some didn't. WCC's youngest
son has one daughter and wants another daughter.
WCC's parents in a way preferred sons. WCC did prefer
son over daughter. He has four sons.

WCC would like to have son go to Chinese school in China-
town but due 'tobusy working day and night, there was no
time for wee to take the children to go to Chinese school.
wee's working hours were 6 a.m. to 1 p.m., 8 p.m. to 11 p.m.
A lot of other produce market workers had the same working
hours, but it's not a typical schedule.
Now the produce market opens at four o'clock in the morning
and closes around noon time. Used to be like twelve hours
a day in the 30's. In the 20's, it was worse -- from
7 p.m. until the next day noon time or even until one
o'clock in the afternoon.
wee has to speak Chinese because wife does not speak
English. WCC's mother could not speak English either.
Children speak very little Chinese. Granddaughter learned
a few Chinese words with WCC's wife, but would not speak
with WCC.

wce would not consider Chinese marrying to Japanese and
Koreans interracial marriage. In the 20's one neighbor
was married to an Italian girl, one married to a Mexican
girl.
Chinese did not care about it [interracial marriage] .
WCC's parents would not mind but would not like it if WCC
married a non-Chinese.
wec did not like the arrange marriage at all'. But' wec
actually knew the wife before the marriage was arranged
in China.

WCC saw American movies with Chinese roles in them. wec
did not like the way Chinese were portrayed in the movies,
but he felt there was nothing he could do. Especially
no one would listen to you anyway regardless of how much
you protest.
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WCC [did not like the Chinese being] called "Chink,"
"Chinaman," in the movies. They always made fun of the
Chinese.
In the 30's the Chinese all wanted their children to be
in any professional job like accounting. You cannot expect
the children to be a congressman. Maybe a lawyer. What
can you do? Now you can expect them to be anything.
When WCC got out of high school, he could not get a job as
a city or county worker. The opening for Chinese never
came.
WCC went into produce market job because he felt he did not
have any other choice.

All brothers were college graduates, Glen was a civil
engineer from U.C. Berkeley -- 1934; Paul graduated from
S.C. Dental School; Chester is a public accountant working
for the Department of Water and Power.
Brother, Paul, did not have a hard time.
Sisters all went through Junior College. They worked and
later became housewives. One is a dental assistant, the
other one is an assistant to school teacher.

Brother, Gordon, graduated from Cal Poly at Riverside after
service. He got his masters degree in Arizona in Agri-
culture. The youngest brother graduated from the University
of Nebraska and became an orthodontist, now working in
Torrance.
Older brother, the civil engineer, never had difficult time
finding a job. Chester, the accountant, first got a job
in Pasadena.

TAPE 3 SIDE B

Chester later got a job in the Department of Water and
Power and is still working there.
WCC did not have any kind of high hopes in terms of his
children's jobs. WCC just like to see them get a good job
as they like. "It isn't what I like, it's what they like."
Back in the thirties, Chinese owned more than half of the
produce market, mostly second jobbers -- the wholesalers
rather.

WCC did not go to the farm to purchase the produce very often
unless the commodity is really short that he and others would
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go to farm and picked them up. If they had connections
with farmers, the farmers would automatically bring the
goods to the market.
The profit of the produce' market house was between fifteen
and twe~ty percent.
In the 1940's, WCC's company was doing very well, averaging
maybe about twelve hundred dollars.
In the thirties, WCC worked for a Chinese owned Mutual
Produce house which had about five workers. It was
considered a small house.
The owner also did the same job as the other workers did.

WCC thought the work [in the produce market] was hard
but not too hard.
The grocery business was not a hard work but a long hour
work. In Phoenix, WCC worked from twelve to fifteen
hours daily. But the profit was not as great as produce
business.
Most Chinese worked in San Fernando Valley before the War,
in Compton, in the twenties and thirties. But after the
War, hardly any, all the older farmers sold out the farms
and went back to China, the children would riot;continue
working in the farms.

Gordon got his M.A. in agriculture after father sold out
the farms. He worked as a researcher in the University.
Now he is helping brother.
Father never returned to China for retirement.
Father sold the Vernon property which was industrial
land. The tax kept on going up. Could not make enough
for the taxes. Father made pretty good money compared
to the other Chinese families.
Most of the other Chinese farm owners were also pretty
much well-to-do. But the farm workers did not make much.
The farmers were either single or had wives in China and
they had to send money back to China.

Some single farmers gambled. That's why there were gambling
houses in Old Chinatown.
There were lot of colored people who came to Chinatown
to gamble -- mostly played Keno.
WCC thought the Chinese got along fairly well with the
Whites.
Chinese people did not have too many conflicts among one
another. Maybe among the gambling people.
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Most of the farmers came from villages and were originally
farmers. If they were not farmers they would take other
jobs as grocery, restaurant jobs. The sun is very hot
during the summer time, especially during the asparagus
season.
During the rest of the season, the farm workers applied
for odd jobs like restaurant during the weekend. If you
were willing to work in the farm, you are willing to work
any kind of job.
WCC did not think the family association is that much of
a help in terms of finding jobs.

Father found the workers in Chinatown. The workers knew
who owned farms and would call the owner [WCC's father]
for jobs.
Father went out to work early in the morning and came back
at night. He learned to drive. In 1921, the family
bought a first Model-T Ford.
Family owned only Model-T. Family used horses and track.
No engines and any mechanical tools were used.
Farmers lived in the farm house right in the farm.
Father hired a cook who got up early, cooked for the other
workers. After breakfast he would go out and work in the
farm. An hour or an hour and a half earlier, the cook will
come back and cook the lunch. About 2 o'clock in the
afternoon, after washing dishes, he would go out and
wor~ again. He got extra pay as a cook.
The cook cooked Chinese food.

Father provided room for about six or seven workers in the
farm. The Mexican workers did not live in the farmhouse.
The farm house was a room for six beds and no kitchen.
No women on the farm.
The workers would come to Chinatown by street cars during
the weekend, maybe once a week.
After 1931, WCC's family moved to Downey.
In 1933, when WCC worked in the produce market, he lived
on' Spring street in Chinatown. There were Chinese and
a few Mexicans.

After the War, in 1954, WCC moved to Coliseum area, and
lived there for 23 years. Then moved to Monterey Park
until now.
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