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Summary

Rose Nim Tom's (RNT) father was born in China; mother born
in Bakersfield.
Father from a village in Canton, China; spoke Sze Yup.
Father came to Los Angeles when he was sixteen years of
age.
Maternal grandfather took children back to China and
children. refurned when they were teenagers.

grandfather and RNT's father met on ship to
Grandfather arranged the marriage with his

Maternal
Angeles.
daughter.
Maternal grandfather brought RNT's mother back to the
United States to marry her father.

Los

RNT has three brothers and one sister. Oldest brother
was born in Bakersfield. During the Depression, mother
was pregnant with RNT and brother was brought back to
China by father. Father returned to Los Angeles to try
and make a livin~.
RNT was born in village in China in 1923 and returned to
the United States with her mother when she was five years
old.
RNT can oniy remember brick steps and no plumbing in China.
Rest of RNT's brothers and sisters were born in Los Angeles
with the exception of her older brother who was born in
Bakersfied.
Father owned a grocery store on Maple and Washington Boulevard.
He also owned a store in downtown Los Angeles selling
American food.

Mother never worked at the store.
RNT and her brothers and sisters had a choice of attending
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Chinese school or helping at the store.
Children tried both, but attended Chinese school for only
about five years.
RNT'S husband completed the equivalent of high school in
Chinese school, he could read Chinese newspapers.
RNT's older brother, Harry Nim, remained in China until he
was a teenager. He was educated in Chinese. Now owns a
supermarket in Long Beach.

RNT attended 28th street School, San Pedro Street School,
John Adams Junior High School, Jefferson High School for
two years, and then graduated from Polytechnic High School.
After graduation in 1942, RNT worked at the store until her
marriage in 1945.
RNT met her husband, Woodward Tom, in Santa Barbara where
both of them went for some festivity.
David Soo Hoo, the brother of Peter Soo Hoo Sr., started
the Mei-Ivah Drums Corps.
Corps composed of the Los Angeles Chinese girls who
competed with other bands.
Corps started in the late 30's.

RNT played snare drum -- traveled only to Santa Barbara and
Long Beach. She marched in parades -- made own uniforms.
Lorraine Yee, former Corps member, is still in Los Angeles.
She is a secretary at King Junior High School, sixty years
old -- has a better memory.
RNT married in 1945. First son in 1947, second son in
1951, daughter born in 1956.
RNT did not work until last few years of husband's life.
She worked in his office.
RNT's husband was a structural engineer. He was the first
Chinese to open a consulting structural engineering office
in Los Angeles.

RNT's family spoke Sze Yup. Father knew English. Children
spoke English outside of home.
RNT's own family spoke English. Did not send children to
Chinese school.
RNT and her husband found it more convenient to have their
own family speak English.
RNT's oldest son had wished he had learned Chinese. He
drowned in Santa Barbara in 1976.

RNT's oldest son found prejudice in the Navy from Southerners
unbearable.
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Summary

RNT's school had only a handful of Chinese. Friends were
Caucasians because each class only had one or two Chinese.
She still corresponds with Caucasian friend from third grade.
RNT ended up living on 25th Street and San Pedro which she
considers downtown Los Angeles. Other homes were mostly
around the same area.

San Pedro Street was a dividing line. The Chinese were
east of San Pedro Street. RNT lived west of San Pedro
Street.
Neighbors west of San Pedro Street in early 30's were not
cordial to Chinese. Neighbors moved when the Chinese moved
in.
RNT knew she was Chinese -- never attended school socials.
Chinese did not socialize with Caucasians, strict parents
would not have allowed it.
Socials were going out with wherever parents went. RNT
read and listened to the radio or went to an occasional
movie for ten cents.

RNT's father took the family to Chinese restaurants to eat.
Very little.free time. Sunday afternoons father took the
family to the park.
No Chinese movies or Chinese shows. At.tended Chinese shows
in San Francisco.
RNT did not enjoy or understand Chinese operas. She enjoyed
the Chinese movies.
Could not have toys made from Japan -- only time RNT wished
she was Japanese instead.
Only conflict with parents was when dating husband-to-be and
parents were strict about frequency of dates.

RNT brought up to marry Chinese only.
Family used Chinese herbalist for minor illnesses. Also used
some Western medicine.
RNT's own family goes to a Western doctor.
RNT's father sent money home to his parents and relatives
monthly.
RNT's three brothers still send money to relatives in China.

Father was a member of the Four Family Association but was
not active.
Well-known Chinese could have been Y. C. Hong, an attorney
who brought over many of the Chinese.
Prior to World War II, most Chinese had grocery stores.
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Wages were not high but people existed.
RNT was not paid for helping at the store but received an
allowance.

RNT heard of anti-Chinese sentiments prior to World War II,
but felt no personal hostilities.
Father had others buy his property for him.
Family lived comfortably, father saved in a bank, he did not
gamble.
RNT felt people did not have too much excess money to save
with low wages and sending money back to China.

RNT knew of two Chinese working in a bank.
Father had a hard time during the Depression. He took his
pregnant wife and son back to China. Father returned to
the united States right away.
Father cooked for railroads when he first arrived and again
during the Depression.
Chinese have done much better. There are more successful
Chinese.

RNT's husband could not find work prior to World War II.
His engineering class at UCLA enlisted in the Navy's
special class. The entir~ class accepted except for a
Japanese and RNT's husband.
RNT's husband attended UCLA, then got an engineering degree
at USC in 1954. Got license before getting degree.
After World War II, husband worked for some big engineering
and architectural firms.

Worked for business that went bankrupt -- husband was
disappointed and did not want to worK for anyone else.
Husband opened his own firm in the 50's.
RNT heard the Chinese being compared to the Jews in
intellegence, shrewdness, business, aggressiveness.
Remember saying: "You are worse than a Chinese Jew."
American born Chinese tended to marry American born Chinese.
Backgrounds were the same and they attended the same schools.

Father might have matched RNT with a "good house" (where
parents are well off), but she met someone on her own.
Father objected. RNT's husband's parents had died. His
oldest brother took the role of the father because of the
age difference.
RNT's generation did not take into consideration a Chinese
dialect difference as a criteria in a mate.
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Sununary

American born usually wanted the first born to be a son,

Interracial marriages were taboo.
RNT's father did not plan to return to China to stay. His
life revolved around his family here.

Portrayals of Chinese in movies did not bother RNT or her
oldest son. Earlier Chinese did not protest because of
defeatist attitude.
Father did not believe in college education for girls.
Believed in business for boys and the girl's place was~ in
homes only.
RNT's three brothers have grocery stores. Her sister
worked for a short time while her husband finished medical
school.
RNT and her husband wanted their own children to follow
her husband's profession since he had his own business.
The children tried, but did not like it.
RNT'S daughter became an engineer. Her oldest son had
gone into business. Second son went back to college
recently for a Child Development degree.
RNT's two aon s sold old j eans i~ Isla Vista until the
older son drowned.
Second son married and has two children. Helped in co-op
"nursery and loved it.
Second son is now attending extension courses for child
development classes.

RNT's parents were not religious. Her father was a Catholic
in China.
RNT attended Sunday School near house before she was old
enough to help at the store. She attended church after
marriage and is now baptized. Her daughter is also bap-
tized.
Her oldest son was religious.
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