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I'd like to ask about the family backgrounds of your
parents and the kind of work they did.
???? My father was in business.
What k~nd of business?
He was a middleman,
loaned money, ????
Oh, then ••.
He was a middleman, that is, he lent money.

The rest I'm not clear about.

Ther-e
probably weren't many banks at that time. So the money
shops loaned money to private individuals. So
people had to find people in various places to act as

???? At that time agents in society????
Was he also a Foochow man?

A: He was, and so was my mother.
0: Oh, your mother was also.

???? moved from Amoy to Foochow.
Then you were also in Fooehow?

A: We were also in business.
Q: If you don't mind, may I ask what year you were born in?
A: T!-ii::tt !f~i:;"S lSii·4~ I don't mi rio .. Ir-· the tJ",Sft \.·:...i2 all LtS2

When you were young, did you speak Foochow dialect at
hCirne~?

A" Entirely in Foochow dialect.
Mandarin classes at school.
In elementary school?
This wasn't elementary school. That was after high

Mandarin was homework from

Q:

The homework for studying Mandarin.
time everyone in Foochow spoke Foochow dialect.
Was there homework in English? Did you study English
then?

I studied English in junior high school.

A: I don't remember what year I studied Mandarin, but that
was before graduation from senior high school. I
studied Mandarin.

()51

A" When I went to study in Pekin~, I COUldn't speak
Mandarin, I could only understand it. The firs-tfew
weeks I just listened to other
while, I started pronouncing.
I started pronouncing first.
So you really started speaking Mandarin when you left

people spe-2k.
The "3d.ine ~4.jith English --

home to aD to colleoe in Pekino?
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What about now, at home?
Now both my parents at home have passed away_ My father
passed away, and so did my mother. My older brother and
two older sisters -- they've also passed away_
Then what do you and your husband speak at home?
English or Foochow dialect?
The two of us speak Foochow dialect.
You speak Foochow dialect.
That's how it is, half English and half Foochow dialect.
We say whatever we think of.
Do you speak
J\~CJ, I don r t; ,
Mandar- i fl.

Cantonese?
I can only speak Foochow dialect

Besides Foochow, Peking and Los Angeles, where else have
Y·OLt 1-i ~yec.r-;:-'
I"ve only been to Taiwan.
You went on a pleasure trip to Taiwan?
No, we lived in Taiwan for several months in 1954.
Oh:,
Then in 1962, ~""JI? si=:Jent the errt i r e SLHTIjTn?r in Tai wan., In
1968 we also lived there the entire summer.
Oh~ oh.
From 1946 to 1947, we returned from the U.S. to ????
I'd like to ask about your education. Which schools
have you attended, beginning with elementary school?
From elementary school till senior high school, I was in
Foochow the whole time. College was in Peking,
Yenching University. I taught after graduating from
college, and got married a year later~ in 1932.

Q: You graduated in 1931, is that right?
A: and got married in 1932. We came

We were at Lingnan University when
?????? I felt I had a bit of time,

I qraduated in 1931,
to the U.S. in 1937.
we came to the U.S.
and studying wasn't all that time-consu~ing, so since I
had lit.tle to do I to..ok my time and stUdied. Ai·-ound
1941 I received my???

()86 Q: Oi!"7
A: ????? Later on, many people asked me why I went for a

ovz D:
i\ •
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Ph.D.
Later

I always say I couldn"t find anything better.
the children got bigger and bigger. ??? I took my

time and stUdied.
And you got your Ph.D.?
I got my Ph.D.
I n ~'Jhi ch year?
1952. We went back home in 1946. It was my requirement
.....,.-, . .--,

:" ~- ;- lIC' I was thinking that if we didn"t come back then I
would stay in China and write my dissertation there.
After coming back then I could ???? for my Ph.D. So we
went back for a year. When we returned I started
teaching at use. ????
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C!: Also at use.
A: I taught in there, and at the same time ????, so it was

very convenient. ????
within walking distance.

We lived near the university,
It wasn't until I moved back

later that we moved to ???? to sleep. Before going
home, we hadn't thought of staying in the U.S.
Previously, when students came to study in the U.S.,
they always returned to serve in China. Who wanted to
spend their entire lives in the U.S.? So in 1946 we
prepared to return to China. That was after the war,
and the country was so ???? Why did I go to school? I

115 majored in sociology. I hoped this way I could go back
and do some work in children's welfare. My goals were
very lofty, I wanted to do the children"s welfare that
was truly being advocated in China, ???? of children, or
something. I was always thinking of such things, even
in the U.S. at that time. Now it's amazing to talk
ab ou t it.
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Really?
???? four times in the U.S.A., and his wife was also ???
I also didn't want to go anywhere else. There was no
more ???, and everyone went elsewhere, to the South in
the U.S., etc., and gradually we all found work.
Did you have any more children after that?
r only have t wo,

O' When you went back in 1946, what did you do?

Where did you teach?
In the Buddhist College of Fukien.
Oh, the Buddhist College. Then .•.
I was the President then.

Q: Then you came back again in 1947?
.r...=-H. I came back again in 1947, because that time the

students boycotted classes every day, and the workers
W2i·-e on ~;ti"'-ike= '??'""?~', arid tr-il? CtiiTlrJLlS distLtt-ba.rlce'=:. ~4.Jere
very severe. I had to ??? all day and supervise the
students as they learned to sing. I also had to go buy
???, but inflation was terrible at that time. When the
students paid tuition to attend school~ they paid ???
fees, but by the end of the semester, the money wasn't
worth anything at all. You couldn't tell the students
to pay again, so you could only ask the state for rice
at the official price in order to have anything to eat!
So I felt it was impossible to run the school.
So you thought about coming back?
At that time, we also lived in L.A. when we came back.
Oh, you also returned to Los Angeles?
Of course. use was still there then.
Then did you immediately start to •..?
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No. It was my second trip back, and my requirements
were already late. I hadn't written my dissertation
yet.

0: Did you write your dissertation from 1947 to 1953?
A: From 1947 to 1952, while I was teaching at the same

Q: While you were teaching?
A: I had no choice. ???

A:
You taught sociology part-time at USe?
I suhstituted when other teachers didn't show up. I
taught one course myself: Family and Social Management
Science. Later I depended on quite a part ??? The
students would apply for ???? They were Japanese

All in one course?
All in one courSe. ???? Our school told me to pay to
teach, just to get something to eat. ????
Then after leaving your hometown in 1947, you've never
been back there?
I've never returned. I go often to Taiwan.
Do you think about your hometown?

Perhaps we will still have a chance ~o go
ba.ck ~ We might go to Japan for a trip, we're thinking

It's not convenient to go back home now, at
our age, we can"t •..
Oh, yes, that's true .
.1.ii o Id cu;e;; We can't go to Taiwan.
Do you think about your friends and relatives there?
iJf COLU'-se t: We still write to them now.
You've been writing all along, or just recently?
More and more so recently.
are also very considerate.

Our friends and relatives
They always wrote. FOr-

example, I have an older brother and older sister who
went to Singapore, and they've been writing all along.
In 1960 I went to Sin~apore to see them. In 1960 I went
to 8i I-lga.pore and t:::Lta13.. Lurnp ur- '* I ha\le reI ati "7'es in all
those places .
Ot"l~?
In Bangkok, Vietname ... We
Do you still have relatives
I have cousins in FoochoN.

went to all those places.
i n Fooc how nowr?
No. My older brother's

children are in Shanghai.
You have an older brother in Shanghai?
No , Th-ose .;u·-e JTgy' 01 det- bi-othe)....~s cri i 1ut-eri$O
OM, his children.
My older brother's wife and children are all in
Shanghai. My brother"s ??? are also in ???? There are
also my older sister's children in ????
Do you keep in touch with them.
F~ect?ntl'\/ T wrli+-O +r. iT· ••• , .. J.""r..- ..- ...~i .•.• __ ,__ ;t - -;_ ..



It's becaus0 of ???? The factory

wouldn"t let my older sister write to me. For the
decade or more before her death~ they wouldn"t let us
correspond, so she wrote and told me not to write. That
way the two of us weren't very close. After we stop~ed
writing, my older brother and his wife went back to
Shanghai from Singapore. My brother even asked my older
sister to come to Shanghai and asked her why she wasn't

234
doctor, In tne army.
to the U.S. it would

Her son is a doctor, a military
He felt that if his mother wrote

spoil the military secrets. So my
older sister was asked not to write to me.
they asked my older brother to handle it, ???? asked me
not to ever write them letters. ??? Afterwards I wrote

243 her several letters and asked her daughter-in-law to
forward them, to forward them to Fourth Sister. After I

244 wrote several letters, she wrote again to say it
wouldn't work. Afterwards there were a couple of
letters which were sent to my brother in Singapore.

250 After I found out about this, I felt badly for a while.
She never wrote to me again until she died. I recently
wrote to an old friend of my brother. We have a friend
in the U.S. who at that time came from around Chekiang.

25;!::., ~'--;:;'? I i11'trc)dlJ.CE,d i-! i rn, I asked h i iTi 2~<c:,-\ctl"l hov;J mv si ster-
died, and what the latest news was. He wrote and told
me that he couldn"t send letters abroad. ??? Of
course, if she were still alive, she'd write to the U.S.
SO I never wrote to my sister, and I only write to my

264 nieces and nephews.
Q: en." oh R

A~ Th2t='S ~"'Jj-iY vJhen VOLt I=Oine to ITienti(Jn it, I don='t ha\/2 any"
close relatives there. I used to have two younger
brothers and two younger sisters.

Q: Oh. ???? Then she was with them the whole time?
1\ ••H. They weren't together.

Really?
My older sister ???? Under that system, if they won't
let you write, you can't write.
Well, then, in the U.S., do you have more contact with276 [I"

Americans or with Chinese?
A: Of course I have more contact with Chinese. My closest

friends are all Chinese. In comings and goings, dinner
invitations, they"re all Chinese. Of course I have some
American friends~ but we"re not very close. In my
heart, I often admit that althbugh we've been in the
U.S. for over 40 years, our closest friends are still
Ch i n(:?se~
Are the people you're close to the ones who came to the
U. S. it4i th ·you.?
They're all people around the same age as myself./\ N

1'.#

=:; <!:.::: -=,~,- -i _-:'\+-- ~ .-r. -,; ~ 1 \." I":"; -!- h r-. __._.-.,-..1 __ _ (" .__ .. _ L "'l • -



associate with young people. When ~p used to teach at

5

use, there were many young students then.
associated with them, and at Christmas our house's ????
Cti-l'~i
The students used to have parties at our house. The
rooms in our house then were quite large. t:~ewere in

301 We had five large rooms.
a hundred Chinese students had a dance in our house.

Q: Did you participate?
A: Although we didn't dance, we attended a lot of dances.

Departmental dances, student association dances ..•
There were quite a few student asssociations then~
sometimes there were 13 of them. There was also an
organization of students from China.
~'\fith them. We had a lot of contact with Chinese.

-r i I·:;",.i.U q.
''':'''' ~ Did YOLl as-:5c)ciate i:1. lot: w i t.h Pnl1et-icctn-Dot-n Chirj2se"'?

Sometimes I had contact with them when I was employed by
the student association.

Q: What about yourself, personally?
A: We had many newletters, ????, since I didn't have any

320 special job myself. We've been married almost 47 years

322 Ct:
now, and we're still almost always together.
What about when you were in school? When you were

32~5
studying and doing homework?
Sometimes I was with Chinese students, but the contact
was still at home.

-:r-r, i rf"
,~ILCI ;,.,:..;", Were there many Chinese students then?

A; Chinese stUdents? When I was in school at that time
there were very few Chinese students. There were a few
more only after the war. At that time we were often
together, we were often at use. ???? When we ran into
Chinese students at use that we knew, we still felt ???

Now we can invite several dozen people.
Now at most ??? the two of us will invite 8 oriS
peop 1e.

Q: We still invite ehin~se students ...
There were the two of us when we came to
we lived together with Chinese students.
still quite a few??? Chinese friends.
There weren"t many Chinese students then.
to get in?

A: Because it was during the war, so of course nobody came

ar~d
SCJ thei'-2 ciI--e

out ,

A: There are 7?7? students, We h~ve contact with them.
???? came to our house for meetings. So when they had
meetings we participated. The students were the same as
us.
What kind of meetings did they have?
???? They are very fond of dancing.
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What year did you get ???
i~: 1. <7'52.

1952 .. Before that you basically retained your Chinese
,., .
Hill

lifestyle from before?
Of course, because our thoughts and interests all came
from China. The things we ate for lunch and dinner Were
Chinese dishe<::;.
You r;-e:"¥~erB.te LLJester-n f OCJd·?

;\ .1-,. We ate Western food, but we didn't at home.
someone invited us out for dinner. We ate ??? and some
???~ and I lost my appetite. So the longest time that I
ate Western food was on the ship. Once there was a
summer school session at USC, and we also went. Wo went
overseas from here, to Australia, New Zealand, ???
was teaching on the ship, it was still social
111clrtc:.,;]e.fnerit" Set the t~:.JO of Lt·:; lrJet-e teach i [19 on the Sri i p ..
We were on board for 6 weeks. At ??? 2 weeks ??? I

I

couldn't eat that Western food. So we've been in the
U.S. for 42 years, and we eat both types of food.
When I got out, I prefer to wear pants.
??? I ori Iy \rJea!~a skirt; ~"JhenI go out +Or- a
don't wear dresses, only pants and skirts.
??? socialized of China.

pa!t~r" I
Our ideas

When, for example, someone in your family gets sick, do
you see Chinese doctors? Do you use Chinese or Western
rnG.?di c i ne:?

We still believe in Western doctors.
(End of Tape 1, Side A)

We still believe in Western doctors. Some Chi ne_se
medicines are good, ginseng, for exampl~. That time
when he had an operation, some friends gave us some
ginseng. Now he frequently takes Chinese medicines.
??? But we still believe in Western doctors.
What sorts of things do you do for recreational
activities at home?

A: Both of us have a great interest in playing bridge.
Q: You don't play mahjong?
A: We don't play mahjong. Recently, I don't know why, but

I don't like to go to sleep too late. I don't know why.
In the past we sometimes invited people over~ ???? We
just like to invite friends over for dinner, to invite
them to our house.
Are the people who play bridge with you all Chinese?
There are also Americans whom we play bridge with.
We've formed 3 bridge clubs for over 2 years. ???

Q: Once a week?
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We basically don"t watch movies. E;Cj~Tleti iDES,
occasionally we watch a movie on TV. We virtually don't

A couple of years ago TV
presented that Deng Xiaoping.
watched that. If there's something important on TV,we
often watch till very late at night.
Do you listen to music?
Actually~ he's really fond of mUSIC.

r;':-I~r-.:. :" :" :. , and now he"s still lear-ning.
These are some of his books, these are the articles that
he used. There are encyclopedias, everything.
Did you also learn a bit of music from him?

Aft GCli:;d·-f!:3r--notllin(Jil
Q: Do you listen to ??? from China or Taiwan?

I'd like to ask you a few questions about the Chinese in
Los Angeles. You've been here for quite a long time,
artdaI·-e qu i te +arni 1i c\I-- ~,oJith trleHl.. He....iE~ yOL~ e"·,/2r j o i I-ied
any Overseas Chinese associations or such organizations?

" .I-I.

0: Oh?
A: ???? But we still ???? two places from China.

What about CalifornialismC?)?
A: • .1...

1. L)JWe couldn't maket··JCJ .• "~:'r;.i?
This was their affair.
went to accompany????
If you went earlY then there weren"t ????

They had invited us, and we also

A: I~ you went early then there weren"t such cccurences.
In the past Chinatown ???? Both of us went.
In the early days ????
At that time we were both ???? in the school.

tha.tt:ime '??-:;',?
They all had ???? On a couple of evenings, ???? They
spoke in Mandarin, no~ in English. His Mandarin was
v·0.2 [- 'y' 9o od ..
.'?'?'?'? Ch i li~-:\·town'7'

A: We didn't go to Chinatown .~. --. r-. ,-.
:' ;" :' :- .. If -:::.ofnethirtg V-Jas

q.
I':":le

A"

happening they would invite us.
What about shopping, etc.?
I frequently went shopping for food. You~re also in
Chinatown, aren't you? ???? Say, for example, that I
was to go there next Saturday for a meeting. I"d go
look around, eat dinner. They asked us to go.
Where did you live at that time?
Still at the same place. Somet.imes I Etl so frJent to
Chinatown at ???? to buy groceries.
also Chinatown ????

In Russian it ~~~

Chinatown used to be ?????
.ro_ '"
H,. Chinatown was the Old Chinatown of before . Old

Chinatown was really bustling when it first started.
f\!tit--.J 1·!-",;t~ t-hi=r !\!i:=lt.1J. f~r-!l,n;:';+·{II ...f;\,_ h lco n::l~-+--i1-1,r-.~+i::;J.r~ -irt ~11 """)~7~



150 D:

1t...:+ G1:
A:

17-q. D:

oj -rr zz:
.L.:' J

_f < Ci{=1 [i·~~,J_ L1U ·).-~.·r-s ·
Q ··r, ·H ,
C ··
A ··

192

0 ··
l\ ·r-t

2Cl3 r-, ,
;,.:.-;·,., ·;-1·

214 jJ ·"

When you first got to Old Chinatown, was China City
still thet--e-?
China City was still there.
And then there was New Chinatown?

?)~ It ~"'~3,S ju.st b(7?inJ;J bu i Lt; thEnD f;.Jhen ~"'Je caiTie, C:hina Cit')l
was just being built, it hadn't been established yet.
On this side there was that side ????
Then where was Old Chinatown concentrated in?
Now when we go shopping for groceries and whatnot, we
still go to Old Chinatown.
What about China City ...?

A: China City doesn't exist any more.
D: Yes, I was asking about the past.
I'~.,.H. Originally there wasn't Chinatown and China City.

Do you still go often to Chinese restaurants?
The two of us frequently fa to Chinatown for a meal.
??? When the children were young, and also because it
was cheap, we also went out to eat.
convenient for the two of us.
You brought the children to ???? Or to ???
Of course it was to ???? At that time there wasn~t

It's only now that there is ????
What about your children? Did you often serve them
Ch i ne:32 food"'?

A: It i-'-ia~5the sa.-ne. Some bread in theYes, aIways.
morning, fruit or whatever.
all Chinese-style.

Q: Did you teach them Chinese?

Lunch and dinner, etc. were

They know Chinese. They never went to church in China.
???? They can speak Mandarin.

LI' eh'?
A: When we went back to China for a year~ we spoke

????? Thev can speak Mandarin rather well.

There weren't Chinese~language schools then, were there?
There was a Chinese-language school at that time. It
irJa"s r::"?'~)'?!1
What language did the school teach in?
Ca.ntclneSi::? •
Did you go study there?
No, we didn"t. They felt
had Chinese students over at ou.r
understand. They????
What if you had American-born ~hinese students over?
Then of course ???? We also invited American-born

Chinese students. ????
Then you left L.A. ?????
????????? (Indistinct)
You.rother dauqhter ..•.7
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~"';d.sin 1950. ???? Columbia ???? When she graduated
+rorn senim- high school, she could havi;?gotten the best
scholarship. When she had just graduated, she ??? to

Q! •:.

New York to study. She met a boy,
New York. ??? went to Washington,
i~ashington~ D.C.
Is your son-in-law Chinese?
·Yes, r-iE i ss ,
Did he come from China?

D.C. 1~he)/!'re nCJirJ in
married and lived ;in

A: 'Yes, i-~edid. He"s a Cantonese who was raised in Peking.
His parents are still in Shanghai.
undergraduate studies in the U.S.

-7-7??He d i d . -n r s

q.
1.>- • Just now you said ???? mistake, you said if she hadn~t

gone away to study she wouldn't have gotten married
there?

A: If sheShe wouldn"t be over there. She could be here.

255 Q:
247 studied at use she could still ????

Then do you often go to see your daughter?
A: Before, when she had just gotten married, we went. Now

they have children, and we don"t go often. ????
CEnd of Tape 1, Side B)
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When you sent your children to public schools, were they
mostly???? high schools?
They were all called public schools.
were in elementary school they were all in public
set-IDol s_

D: Did they have any prOblems, for instance in making
friends, in making friends with American students, etc.?

A: I don"t think there were problems in these areas.
0: Did they themselves ???? make Chinese friends?

I know we were struggling very hard.
???? There weren't any Chinese students

where they lived.
Were there many Chinese in the area where you lived at
that tifne?

." .H. There were Chinese students allover wnere we lived .
felt that it was still ????
When you were living in L.A., did you ???? at the time,[I'...
or did you have a family?

?'i: For e-}~ample, her e in the past tr"iey vJere aLl Kuorm nt.ariq
generals. ???? Chinese) for example. Among the
Overseas Chinese, ???? Chinese saw this ?????
Which people do you feel were the more famous ones over

A:
the past few decades?
?????, a few professors,

0: Can you please tell me the names of these professors?
Do you remember?

A: Professors? There used ~o be one called C.C. Chen, ???
There was another named Mok who used to teach at
Columbia. ??? They're all retired now.
professors, we still have frequent contact with them.
The new professor is at USC. Because we're in the
student's association, we still participate.
Oh.

A: Because Professor ??? is at use. we often see each
_.1.. •....._._
ULI icf ,. After the Taiwan University Students'

also a ???? Chinese Culture Club at ????
Association, they also invited us, and we went.

Before the Second World War, did these two professors
f~: A··F t ei'~' ~.;.??~?
Q: But was that the second one?
r-.••
1-1.

D:
They were all teaching here during the
Gh , oh , Did you have any contact with Chinese in the

A.H.
business community?
Yes, we knew the man named Kwan who was in business
circles, ????? He was very rich, and a good friend of
ours.

-- 1 -



D: Was he Cantonese?

O' The Cathay Bank?
/\ or
It 1t The Cathay Bank. We knew him very well.

Was he here during the Second World War?
A: At that time he ????? His father was a

longtime Kuomintang member. ????? He studied at USC ..
We were already very friendly with him when he was a
~,,·tudent.
He T?'??

???? He also came to dinner at our house.

Q: At that time, which families-were considered prominent
if"! L:.At.?

A: Famous families in Chinatown?

Q: Do you know the name of ???'s father?
p. ?????????? We saw him in Shanghai.
Q: Is his father still alive?

104 {i:

G!:
His father is. His mother has passed away.
At that time, did people have to be politically active
to De-come PO~'H?t-f ul?

Q: For example, if he wanted to be more influential~ if he
wanted some power.

A: I said at that time that whether or not you had
political power depended on whether or not you had

Yes, in Chinatown. ??????
What kinds of jobs did Chinese in those days prefer?
Before, it was restaurants. Gift shop, laundry, or ????
Now it"s different. When we first came, there was a
total of 2 Chinese schoolteachers. One was named Chan,
and the other was named Leung. Now both of them are
retired. Besides them~ there were no Chinese
professors, ??? teaching elementary school or high
school. They didn't say ????, and the children couldn't

At that time they said that they had
just arrived, and wanted ????

1
A: Because they couldn"t get in American schools.

Was it a language problem or ~.. '" "" :"

A: No, it was because of social discrimination at that
t i rno , We have to thank the blacks for the Chinese truly

The blacks ,..,.--I·.• ...-r
;" :" :" :" .. We Chihese friends.

131 The blacks ..,?
The Chinese now haven"t gotten in.
fine right. Ther-e ar-enone.
aren"t any now, there are still no Chinese now. Now
there are doctors, lawyers, etc. Before we ??? there

2



was one lawyer, who dealt with ????, he handled
everything. Besides him there weren't any Chinese

Now it's different.
occupation rate ???~ Chinese ???? Chinese are good

In any field, no Chinese ???? politically
'10-,3-,_:
:" :' :" ~.~

0: Was their work mostly related to Chinese?
0'-'H~

.- . .1:
Wi jobs

they've already gotten into American society.
Q: They couldn"t get in in the past?
A: Not in the past.
0: Unt.il ~·Jhen?

151 A~ Until black power.
0: That was the '60's?
A: 1-j-I2:S t:l(}~s.
Q' What about doctors in the past?
Pi: The,-e VJet-edoctors who tn?ated Chine-:;e,-they ~'Jer-e

Chinese. Nowadays, unless they work at ??? doctors
sti 11 '?'?~'?

Q: Do you feel that was of their own free will, or were
." .H.

they forced into it?
That was not ????, it was for convenience .
convenient for everyone.
Within Chinese society at that time, what professions
were considered ??? Merchants?

A: Before the war, it was doing business.
0: Being a teacher was ....

There were very few.
170 0: You were teaching then weren·t you?

I was following my husband. It didn"t matter to me.

0: Were there other Chinese women at that time getting
their Ph.D.'s?

Q~ When did it begin?
A: That was in ????
Q: What about the American-born? American-born Chinese

lrJ0i11sn--;:'

186

Did they generally not want to study for a Ph.D., or did
they not have the opportunity?
I think there were opportunities. Chinese women are all
like that. After they get married, ????at home. ????

182 O~

I myself was in this situation. When I went to class I
went to class, and when I worked I worked.
stL!.d·...y.i rig sei'-""/ecl o;:;Oine p ur-p 0-:::;2 .• It 9-:":1\/eill"e "::;Oil1tr-i i rig to
do, to occupy my time. I also didn"t need to ????

197 Normally at the clubs, the social activities and
meetings, morning teas, etc., whatever ????, I didn"t
???? I joined for a while, and then I didn't ????

A: They were like this -- everyone mace money, and worked
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Everyone ??? and met
0: What about those who had money?

There were also many who had money.
0: What sort of people were th

They were all in business. People in business have

What did they do whenever they met?
A: After going a few times to their meetings, I didn't

I know they did some so-called ???? in
I really don't know what they did.

said it was ???, that everyone got together to socialize ?7??
This club was called Chinese Women?
Chinese Women's Club. There's still a Chinese Women's
CI un nO\-'J.

O' Did you ever join ???
PI M r·~o,- I d i dn :'t ;t

[1 : (.tJhat's th i -5 Ca1led?
A: ????????? We never participate in politics. The real

???? Kuomintang ???? We never joined the Kuomintang
???, now in this democratic republic ????
Do ""'/OLt \/ote"?
I do , We feel it's qood to vote. Usually we vote in
all these ???? local, for example government things.
???? don't know????
Did you vote on Proposition 137
We take part in all such things. Sometimes the two of
us have different ideas.
What were Chinese interests in these areas like in the
pa'st?
Interests .... I feel we Chinese have to get in.
Do you know who represents the Chinatown district?
That's another black and ????
Do you have any contacts with these local politicians?
No, but if they invite us, we'll go.
Have you ever been to their ???
We have to ???????? We're also ??7?? I manage the
ideas in this family (7?). So that way????
1+, in the past, Chinese had no interest in these
matters, then did they place their trust in any
particular American politician, or in American
politicians helping Chinese ....?

A: ??? Chinatown ???? They're very enthusiastic about
Ta i wari , Also, they??? toward Nixon, Reagan ????

Q: So there are very few?
Now???? everything they're very strong.
told us to ???? We like activities.
When did ???? come here to do business?
Oh, that was a long tlme ago.

D: During the war?
A: He c~me before the war.
Q: Oh ..

4
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to go for a walk (attend class). He taught at ???
School, teaching Mandarin.
Now he's considered relatively famous?
He ???? I think he's doing very well now. He looks
very good in ???????~ and his wife is also good-looking.
So are his children. ?????

Ci'-.. In the past in Chinatown, were they mostly Cantonese or
were there occasionally some ????

A: No, Inside they were ???? We just didn't like it --very
much. In the earliest time Chinatown, that was
Cantonese ????

A.H.
Would the Cantonese unite to do anything?
Yes, like that David Chao. He probably worked very
hard, but he is not completely accepted. ???? He ••.
Chinatown ?????
Besides going into business, did many Chinese do any'
???? work? That is, what kinds of jobs were usually
done for wages?
Those were mostly second-generation.
Before World War II?
No, there were very few, very few. When we first came,
there were only one or two poeple working in banks.
???? So it was different when we first came compared to
now. Now the second-generations have all entered
American society, and in very good occupations. We
Chinese are in very good occupations.
Scientistsn~
Like the Nobel Prize -- three Chinese have won it.
That"s something to be proud of.
That is to say, for example ...
We Chinese can produce Nobel Prize winners, but not
Senators.
That means they weren't in white-collar jobs. Did any
Chinese do labor for Americans?
Before, when we first arrived, all servants, etc. were
Chinese.
Besides servants, did they work in factories, in
American-owned factories?
As far as we know, I don't think there were any then.
Usually they themselves ...?
Of course now Chinese are very free. You all know about
Chinese, Chinese are good workers. You see those ???
Mexicans, they're very good at following ??? Chinese. .are conserva~lve.
Do you remember the produce market you used to go to?
Yes, I used to go there.
Were most of the people there Chinese?
At first everyone at the Produce Market was Chinese.
The others were ?????
Then the first ones were Chinese?
They were all Chinese.
They were Chinese ....?
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A: They were all Chinese in the area around Main Street.
0: There were also Chinese workers?

Chinese employers?
Yes, Chinese employers. Now I hear that ????, not many.

Q: Jews or other people?
{i: J' e~~.JS.

As yau remember it, in the early days did Chinese ?~?
temporary in ????

0: That was in 1937?
A: ???? At that time there

were few???? in society, there was no smog, and there
were also none of these environmental ???? Also:-
schools WOUldn't publish them. It was very???? then.
Our ??? before, ?????
When you were at ?????, wereyour neighbors Chinese?
We recently moved over here. We were on top of the hill

At that time ????, and the
When we were at ????, in any case it was ??????

Q: What about the Chinese?
There were no Chinese. There were very few Chinese in
the ????? district. I don't know why the Chinese ????

r' That was later on, wasn't it?
L2.te;- It

0: What about before the war?

Chinat.own ,
0: Did they ?????? In that district?

There were also no Chinese there. te a
few years in ??????, and there were also no Chinese in

At that time you also had +- ._. ---:'lc....-, :-: •. -: •. -, .-:-;
L·...; ;.:..:.;::

v·Ji., 2i-! 'iOL~ ~.\Je~-e
hous i nq?

??????, did you have trouble finding_.. i..
C\l ...

A: Ye s ,
discrimination in housing. At that time they didn't

When they saw we were professors, they

Q: That was after 19427

Still????? p~ofessors.
We bought a lot on ????7? Hill.

was a clause, that it couldn"t be sold to ??????
??????? ensu~e against loss. ????? then they said ????

0: I hear it was specifically to protect ????
,.-..-,-- ..-;
:' :- :" :' .. We were all ???7?? Overseas Chinese.
When did you buy this land?

-r.:?pe 2Si de B

(End of Tape 2, Side Al

We didn't fight with them, and we didn't t~y to fight.

6
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They suppressed(?) when they bought the land, so we just
s·3.i d , "Le t "s go bac k , it

YeLl said you
\lCIU. E'\/Et- t rv

lived at ???? before 1948. t.ha t; di dB!~f C,j--S

to move to the American ??????
A:

You lived in Chinatown at that time?
No, we lived near USC. ???????

Q: ????????????
A: There were blacks In that area at that time.

Q: They wouldn't discriminate against Chinese In areas with
b Lac k-s , r i qh t?
Right. When we went to buy a house, ???? wouldn't sell
to the~TiJr. After ?????? we lived at ??????? They ?????,

A:
so would you say we ??? Department head????
What about inside the school? On campus?
Inside the school, ??? if they were whites,

A:o· In China he'd been the President, the dean.
Besides yourselves, were there any other Chinese living
in white neighborhoods or ...?
Of course ?????? all had to live in ??????

Q: Did they have any trouble?
I don't know how they moved In. ?????????? He's still

???????? After he bought the house he had
to get out, they wouldn't sell it to him.
?????? He had already completed many procedures. We
he..dri ~t e Why? They simply wouldn't let us live in that
area, so we didn't go. ????? That area wouldn't allow
us Chinese in there, so we didn't even bother to

????? if you like us, we'll like you. If "";loU

don't like us, we won't like you either.
Q: ???????company ???????
A: Much later, after our older daughter got married, we

wanted to buy another house. We still ?????? couldn't
beCaLtSe at; v-v "-I .--, .-, ·-1 ,.......,.

:. :. :-:' :' :- ::. We went looking at
houses, and when we saw one that we like, we bought it.

That wasn't for sale~ that one ????? on their own. The
owner told us, that one wasn't for sale. At the tirne v-Je

At that time if anyone lived somewhere,
they would be displeased if you lived next door.
were to live anywhere, we would go only if the neighbors
really welcomed us. If they didn't want us, we wouldn't
live there. That neighborhood had the least ??????,
only went in there in_??????
Then most Chinese lived in Chinatown?

r·, '"H. At that time all Chinese lived in Chinatown.
Q: As for work, what kinds of jobs did most people have?

When we first came, Chinese worked in Chinese ???????
and hadn't entered American society yet.

7
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Q: What were the Chinese occupations?
A: Laundry, restaurant, shops.
.I', if

i-1 if They owned it themselves .
were selling ?????? They

Chinatown ??????????? "rhe'-y!
didn't need hired laborers or

anything~ Chinatown was the ??????
Q: Didn't they say that for the sake of their families,

they'd do some work?
Basically, there were none in the larger factories, they_
didn't open any large factories. Because there was a
???? store, National ????? stores. That was a
relatively ??????? San Francisco.
If Chinese didn"t have capital, would they ??????
opening these ?????? restaurants?
???????? They worked as house servants for others.

Chinese cooks were a very typicalThey worked as cooks.
Chinese occupation.
They went to work as cooks in others' families?
They cooked for others.
You mentioned family businesses. Did those families
live in the stores or did they ....?
???????? lived in the stores. At the time there wasn't
a Chinatown yet, and they all lived here.
What about Old Chinatown?
Before, they all lived at ?????? Now, when we first
came, there was no ??????, they just lived like that.

How about their family?
Their parents and everyone all came here.
to know them, the father had passed away, but the mother

He had several brothers.

graduated from use. Not everyone could find work after
graduation, and in the end they ??????? themselves. U',!l S

older brother graduated from USC, and still had to open
hi s, Cl\.-'-Jri fe-:.:;·taL~I-.;;\r~tD -'?r;-:;'7!?'?'?~ l-iis sis"tei'- al'so gr-a(Ju..=t-te!j
from use. ???? also didn't get into American society,
and also opened a restaurant. So their entire family
received higher education, but none of them made it into
American society. ?????? still opened his own company,
so we ????7?? must ????7??? this society itself.
wanted some~nlng, we would give him the pattern.

n·t:r; a Did you know his parents?
We knew his mother. He was still at ???, and his mother
was also at ???7??, so his mother was at home.
brothers seemed to eat together at their mother's ??????

???? went to look us up, ????
Was this typical amon~ Chinese?
I think it was very typical of Chinese here. They were
here. Now families are different. Before ???? They
???? and all had their ??????, so these ideas were very

???? still old-fashioned. It·s different now.

- 8 -
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150

In the past, for example, within the family, did
everyone ?????

A" I don"t think there was much among the second
generation. They also talk about this exchange in theu.s. It"s always like that. For instance, mother and
father ???? Now it"s different.
we old people ????????

(End of Tape 2, Side B)

Now parents ???? Now

9
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D~. Chen, you mentioned in the last interview that you ~
felt that the Chinese in L.A. often encountered
discrimination, at least in the area of housing. Other
than in housing, do you feel that most people in L.A.
discriminated against Chinese?
I don't think I felt discriminated against.

Discrimination couldn't be seen, ????

?????, but it wasn't that bad. For instance, in a
school, how could you do that? ????? For example, the
whites in this school ?????
Oh? Was it stated or
It wasn't stated, but you can ??? before you retire.
E\/2,,-"/DOd":"l ~????
Those candidates .... Were the candidates white or...?
No, we ??? whites ????, but ????? In the school ????
We were in Asian Studies, ???? Asian religions ????,
political science ??? didn't have this. These all
recognized him to be the head of Asian Studies,so he
???? department~ and refused to teach this Asian course.
Asian religion, Asian political science, Asian history.
In every department there was someone in Asian culture.
t-iol,.'\i ffiE\r",")/;s '" • "7
In our department, whites ·'.--1·.··-.

;" :" :" ~. If they
ate together, and they didn"t ask Chinese o~ Japanese to
dine ~·Jithth(2il1.
Were they all whites?
They were all whites. Later on we had Chinese and
Japanese in our department. ?????
Which department were you in?

You also studied Asian Studies?

He was ??? Professor Hill, head of our Asian Studies

Oh, the head of Asian Studies.
So in a ????, beside ????, so there wasn"t this ????
teaching this Asian ?????
??? our department head.
year they went to ?????

That way he was very good.
These people ?????, and every

There weren"t students passed through ????
all seminars like thiS, discussions, ???? I think every
department that taugh~ Asian Studies went.

1



good ??? in Asian Studies.
Q: What about later?
A: But later after they recognized this ???? it was like

thj~s. You could teach, but you couldn"t do
administrative work. So before that, they were all ????
(rJh i ':es,
They were all whites in Asian Studies?

H: Yes, they organized.
G: Oh.

Th2':/di dn " t
HOH long?
l-trJl=! '/ear-S·a

haVe
/\ .H.
G: Dh, after that there was a white person acting as

Then after two years
A: ????? But a year before that ????

104
A' ????????? lying up, ???? I don"t knoH.

us there weren't more than a ???? house.
After-

114
sa-t ciLtt-irlg
them ????

those two years to
All these ???? are

Then -some of
?????? What about now?

[!: Ti-12"t t,'--J2S ~???? Ch i roeS.? i n "'lC)LI.~ cfep.;3j-trnerit ',,?~?"?-'?
A: There still weren't any. We Chinese admitted being ????

Then Chinese ??????????, dislike, ????????? after
125 There were very few Chinese in our department.

..; -::-'-1 n A.I. -..:• .,:;. \;" •

So ??? us ????, so this ??????? white ?????? Japanese
???? but there were no Chinese .
How was the school started?

A: ????? He was also this ??? Asian Studies Center until
1972. 72 ??? up to now, he's also been ????
was at Asian Studies Center, ?????

D._ ??????? time? Before 1945, at the time when you came to
the U.S., did you encounter discrimination is daily
1 ife"7'
Except in housing, there wasn't any. ???? that time was

At that time we lived in the U.S. ???, and didn't
want to move, because ????, so that house of ours was
???? Of course if there was a house we could haved

'-''\'. Pr-;. At t.h at, ti fnt?, our neighbors were extremely nice ,
'LO Lt-::; •

They felt that we were one cut above them.
Oh:? t;Jh"l~?
Those people hadn't received an education the way we
had ,

O' Oh, although they were whites, they hadn't had an
opportunity to go to school?

A: Of course. That's why they were so nice to us.
D: You were at USC?
A: Near USC. Why? That was before 1946. We went back to

China. Before that, ???? We wanted to go back after the
war to build Our country. It was also more challenging



{]CJ bat: k
didn't buy a house.
What ???? We ????

???? so in 1946 we went back. ????

Q: What about the first time you came to the U.S.?
A: The first time we came to the U.S. was in 1937, just a

week before the Sino-Japanese War broke out.
At that time the U.S. ???
Oh, it was very good. At the time we came to the U.S.,
the ???? was already over. Everything was fine.
that time ???? safety was good, the air was good, there
were few cars, it was a very good place to live.

There were no murders, muggings, thefts,
Things were really very good then.

Were there blacks then?
At that time blakcs were bU.t ttle'y'

Q: ~-jCJt:.J ~:.Jell did people get. along ctt t.h a t; tiiTIS?
A: At that time, ???? that black power, ???? black people.

They???? at that time ???? Black power was in the
1960's, ??? everybody in their own place. Black people

200 ??? black people ??? to do, and Chinese ???? social
???? Young's movement. We ourselves ???? school

work, studying, teaching.
Q: When you taught, did you ??????

There weren't any problems. I feel that in teaching,
whites ????, and we ?????? instead. As f ::)1'- b 1 d,kc'3,

we"re also good to them. I often ???, and both of us
215 ????? At that time, there were very few people at USC

who would agree to have blacks as secretaries. This
????, and he ???? walked away_ He's still teaching at

???? He"s on very good terms with us. He
????, he told us ??? himself.

224 (]~
??????????? Of course we didn't let him down. i'.J0 V·J

I can help you, can ?????? drive?

Actually, it's us. Why do we Chinese want to go ???
night school? Sometimes we ???? this of them. Where to
go for study? ??????? is not up to par. This black
secretary got on very well with us. ????, sincere,
grateful, hard-working, never said ???, and never asked

In any case, just very good.

A: Actually, the Jews are like the Chinese,
they're hard-working. Then we Chinese and Jews would be

'IS:::-~..L ,•..3/ ??? I felt, that is to say, in the U.S. ????
You blame person and that person, you are not ????
In business, the Jews ??? Many people say the Jews ???

A: Right, they wanrt to do business. Perhaps ???? If he
has a lot of partners, he~ll have to put up with them.

Q: Oh, the Chinese have to take ci lot from the Jews?

3



Yes, but we haven't had such an experience.
suspicious ?????

0: Are there more Jews or Chinese in business?
,-,1-1 r,.-,
:" :" :' :' ,

We ????? He's still ???? We guessed that,.t-:;7C) F •. <>
..:....~. <-f n~

--~--
"/""",-,- •• :- •• 1. . . . . , have contacts, have money_

Is it your impression that Jews ????
???7 very hard ???? If none of us had ??? T +- :r- ._

J,. •••• =-
impossible for us to be equally close to everyone. Our
closest friends are still Chinese, but we still have
white friends. They're also whites. Most of the people
who associate with us ???? Make ???? for us, ????? our
good friends, our work~ friendship, our socialization,

Our activities are also ??? American society.-
Whites stay together with whites, yellow people stay
together with yellow people. The Japanese associate
with Japanese, ???? They??? associate with us ???, and
they711 ???? They have a lot of ???, and marry whites.

32:(: They???? marry blacks. We Chinese ?????? They 2_11
live together, but again, they are isolated.
home, our own way, own cultural background.
example, we elderly Chinese still associate

???? at
For

~·Jith
???? We also have very close friends, and

us·u-:3. I 1"/ ~?J? "?'-7
Q: ???? whites?

340 ????????? Asian background, and the people you associate
with also ?7?? with you. It"s about the same.
instance, in ???? in Chinatown, when we came, ???? were
all ????, we could be very polite.
Among your friends, ???? in education, 777.
those who came from China, in 7??7

Not; onl.y

A: Of course they're professors here. Having come here, of
The professors get along very well with

36Cl us, ?????? When he was here, he was very close to us,
because we were all in education. ???? in ????, and we
st.ill didn t t; qo, He's recently been home and
is in very good health.

o: '7=rrrrr
He's very busy with his own affairs. I was saying that

77L
.~-' J

I associate with many professors, and they're willing to
associate with us, to form friendships, because they
taught her-E?
O~-'I~
He doesn't teach any more. He lives at-??7?, and keeps
in touch with us. The people in education ???? now
don't keep in touch with us. Now??? that ????, when he

-:;,"" 'i
·':;7.1.

was at ??7 he kept in touch with us.
When you first came to the U.S., ????

0: ?????? participated In political activities in China at
that time, or perhaps had joined the ???? in China

400 J\ '"He- ???? didn't have any old Overseas Chinese.

4
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met in China are still living in China.
Overseas Chinese in ??? are like this, ?????

At the time of the 1911 Revolution, Sun Vat-sen came to
the U.S. to raise funds, ????

He was named ?????? We were very young at the time of
the isi i Ei:~\i(}lution,and we didn't participate

What are your impressions of the war against Japan?
We were here during the war against Japan .
that time we wrote letters back home.
Your friends in China, your friends in China before you

r-: .LnL

C3iTie to the in 1937, were mostly????
Come to speak of it, we ??????? t.!Je a.l so
In Nanking, Shanghai, Peking, we all ?????

Then after you came to the U.S. you ???? again?
The ???? in educational circles.

No, during the war ????????
people came here to teach.

At that time very few
All the people who came nere

foreign students then didn't plan to live in the U.S.
The foreign students later just studied.

After ????, ???? everyone ???? the war. Th ra
and that about the war. When the end of the war was
announced, everyone we knew here was extremely happy.
(End of Tape 3, Side A)

(i18

{)3(;

use at that time were some Kuomintang officials. They
???? as good as could be, it was virtually???, so
everyone was very ?????
???? was a Kuomintang official?
Of course his ???? At that time, they were here, and
Kuomintang officials then ~:'i"7'7~:'". . . . ,
fought against Japan, the U.S. ???? At th2,ttime tl-H2
Kuomintang"s prestige was very high. If anyone could
see ???, they'd think it was wonderful. ??? Then
afterwards we ??? to receive an award.
the money to go to ???? and buy a ???? Many Chinese
were there all together. This is our country, ???? this
affair, and we all felt it was a bit ????
del :i giited ..

Q: At that time you ???? the people back home?
A.H. At that time ????, we ??? I knew that many people here

??? and he liked us to stay in the U.S.
Q: Right, right.
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A: He didn't have anything himself, so when he came to tne
U.S. ???? Afterwards we didn't leave, so we ???

That ???? was still a Chinese.together with him.
Q: '~.i'-?'·?'?'??~?
A: ???????the first time we passed through ???? to

1'-21 i1ti. ..../2S in
H1:l 1 k:- "'?""?--?'7a

Horiq
Then

Kong and Singapore.
later his mother ???????????

" .H. In Peking all along. ????? There was also his ???
They were all Hong Kong friends.

0:
A:

Did they do business in Hong Kong?
They didn't have a home in Hong Kong. ?r;: ·-;t .::' '7.....

Q: Then from 1949 to 1968 they were ...?
No , riot in 1949:.
fOt-fJ2t ..

C!: In tt-~e 195(J='s'?

Before the (?) starvation, ??? I

???? Nobody had anything to eat. Then ???? hurried ???
Sending money was useless, it was better to send food.
Even if you sent money there was nothing to buy. At
that time his mother was in there, and knew???? to send

Then you always remained in touch in the past?
We always kept in touch.
'7' '7 r-;' '? ~/',JY' 0 ter;)
At that time we couldn't write, ??? I ????
d i dri t t; kno~:.J iTleu

People

He didn't ???? until after Nixon wen~.
Of the Chinese that you know, do they all feel that ???
had t C} ·7r;.'·~)"?

there are quite a ?'???that Chine-se
They ????????????

They ?????? send money back home, especially ??????
Now, for example, ???? occasionally ????, marry
The friends we know here often send money. more than we
do. Because we trust them a lot, and we didn't say that
if we didn"t send them money they'd have nothing to eat.

In the earliest times, ???? in front, ???
One ???? Those people ?????????
Besides sending money back, the Chinese here, among your
friends, do they????

A: The Chinese here ????????????
Q: Yes, the Chinese here ???

The Chinese here couldn't afford to buy houses.
came back ??? in 1947, Chinese

'"???irJe
didn'tdi dn r t.,

This was also an old Chinese idea.
Two people work hard, and they all ????

Chinese ????, I think they're also like
that, they're also ??????????
aI<::'-0 1i ke t.nat ,

D: -?-}?--;:'-?-??'?-?'?
I think Japanese are

6
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Those two didn't know each other. They don"t have
anything to do with us.
lead a simple life here.

We feel that we're ????, we
The friends we have get along

very well with us.
associate with us.

They themselves ???????, and they
????????? marriage, he kept in

touch with us. People like us, he ???? scared. Perhaps_
-r-If they ??????? we would like it. Sometimes

they don't approach us, they go themselves to lead their"
romantic lives, ???? but in trouble, later often seemed
to have no way out, then they'd discuss it
Then we would talk it over thoroughly with

with us.
them. ????

So the ???? people in this Chinatown, we ??????? with
them.
In your opinion, most Chinese ????
That's hard to say. The rich whites are incredibly
wealthy. We Chinese ????

o· ?????????

Q:

A: For instance, ?????????, then Chinese ??????? Chinese
won't spend extravagantly like Americans. For instance,
if they both make $2000, the Chinese can have something
left over, They allwhile the American ?????
buy things. Now it's not hard for Chinese to find jobs.
Why? Because evryone recognizes that Chinese ????????
So I think that compared to Americans, ????????????
Our ???? all at USC, no other place. Of course, USC ???
now??? Most Americans have jobs, ???? If they don't
have jobs, ????? Now many Chinese ???????~ whites

Now things are very good. If they have jobs, I
American ???? havethink Chinese are the most ????????

a lot of money, and we Chinese ???? have money to do
business. The business in Chinatown is not small. Some
people in the U.S. ????? They are ??????? I think
there's still a chance for Chinese to ??????7??? Then
in ?????????, now in ?????? made a lot of money.
Do you know a lot of Chinese ????????

?????

I still ?????? not a lot. ?????? Chinatown. At that
time, many of the students who came here already had
families.
Their wives were in China?

A: Their wives were in China.
(End of Tape 3, Side B)

????????

7
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How did the single students ???? their wives? Did they _
go back to China to marry, or did they marry here?
At that time ?????? all married here.

They married American-born girls?
A: Of the several single men that we had frequent contact

with at that time, one married a Chinese and two married

C, ';. Re211··~/~?

0: What was the reaction then? How did you all feel about
marrying Americans?

02i In our circle, everyone seemed to feel ????
0: Was that common?

We were almost sisters with those few
single people at that time, ?????
then, and one of them didn't marry.

There were -4 men
Of the other 3, one

marrIeo a woman from China, and two married whites.
(~28 Q 2 Or-I ~

A: We didn"t think much about this, whether it was right or
not" It jLt":;t r·iapperH::::du
still be their friends.

We also said that we would
It was still all right.

0: Then most of the single men that you knew????
A: Of the -4 men that I was talking about, one ??????? two

????? and one returned to ??? to work.
But he got married here?

.1\ "H. He got married here.
hel"-e.

His wife still lives and works

Q: What about the other two?
A: Of the two, one is still teaching in the U.S., and one

went to teach in Hong Kong.
Q:

They all married here. Speaking of that time, we were
older than they were, and I was like their sister.
What about the other Chinese?

A: I think most Chinese didn"t like to marry non-Chinese,
and blacks even less so. Whites were their ?????, and
they liked to marry Chinese. We know of a very close
friend of ours -- they ??????????

0: Did that Professor Han also marry two wives?
Professor Han's bwn wife was an American. He got

(}5~) married in China. He married this white woman in China.
This white Mrs. Han liked him because he was so

She was an English instructor.

So Professor Man married a white.
He married a white in China. Did he later bring her

i
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A:

At home he speaks ????? to us.
like Chinese food, and can use chopsticks.

Q: Oh, then do your other friends ???? with you?
A: I think we'll have this desire all our lives, to ???????
C! : ? ,'7;?'7 '7""? :~.~

???????? all want their children to study Chinese, •.•..i-. --

L i I t::'i ~ -t-

The children of our generation were all born and
raised in the U.S., and all their parents want them to

The next generation will be different.
What are your views about preferring sons to daughters?

A: Of course our views are different from those of others.
We don't have ????? We just have 2 children, and both
are daughters, but we feel this is fine. ????? Friends
say they prefer sons, and we say. ??????
they don"t know ???? Of course we prefer boys, we
sti11 pr-efer boy-s, one "soni.;ndone daughter-. Of
it happened to be two girls, and later we didn't
t!Je "?~t:"??'7",?I?"?-?::

V~'-I'--I:-I
:: :' :' !~ 't;

A: When we went home, ????????
[!: [in ..

child.
I think I ???????? my mother ???? cried.

????? I can't hear them.
my brother-in-law ????? He ???? and said to his
(not~-ie;~-,l!~~Jti'~,/dori " t vou ri3."v"e ti.flothe!--? If ~../C}Lt do, it
rn i ght be a t30'/:J fj

if T -?:-;I--::~- ~ - .
may also be possible, I can sell the house, if only
you'll ha\/e 0111 "'l 1-. -.-l

lid.uOf course we still

When we went back in
went with us ????? Her brother was a doctor,',!oLtn';ier

Fooci!o~~J M""\/r
happy
Lewd.

She knelt down and
PV-d tC} th(~
gr- 2.ncjs!:)n:J !J

That was your mother-in-law?
My mother-in-law. Our friends and relatives now can"t
St?2f2 Lts"

Q: What about your friends?
/\ .
1-1 " Our friends? We only-have two daughters.

You were speaking about your friends. When they???
sons they didn't care or did they ?????

A: I think it doesn"t matter to any of our friends. My
son-in-law was joking. His first was a boy, and the
secc)j-id ~J·:3.S a boy', arid the t.h i r d ~'\J2~~· a b o y , He said, tiIf
I have three of the same kind, I'd prefer they were all
bov s fJ Ii

Q: What about your daughters? Do they care, or are they

3



r don't think it matters to them. She was joking that
if all three were girls, you could ???? show them to

I don't go to look after their children,
I have so many other things to do.

Chinese prefer boys.
O' Even those born here?
i\ "r-a e When you"re born, you don't

deceive them, you don"t discriminate against them, you
But in the back of-their mind, I think 99% of

190 Q:
Chinese prefer at least ???? one more.
Are the American-barns like that too?

A: American-borns also say that. Very few Chinese marry
and then have no children, but many Americans do. Most
Chinese still have one or two children, hoping that
1atE:?r ,,??~,.?

Q: The chi1dn~?n of the friends that you know were
When they grew up ?????

in our time the ones raised here

and

zoo
The Chinese now are different from the ones be~ore.
They Here we often say,

Tiie'y~
1i fe

refuse to even go back and
in China is ?????????? E;o

back

stay a bit longer. Now
if they want to go back

to China to live, ????? go

It's impossible to go live there.
sister-in-law, they went back ????? When they were
there, they said they enjoyed the trip. After they came
back, they were extremely ????,
s t i n kv , cir1d d t rt.v , i! 1?1?"?'7"71?'?'??'?

Ii I IT1PO<SSi. b 1e, siT,ell y,
For most people~ life

???? the houses were
built ????, so there weren't any new ones for 60 years.
They're still old. Life in Foochow, in Shanghai, Peking
there are still some places with ????
to have those in Foochow. Now everyone ???? the same.

23(I they still wash their feet the same way, drinking water
has to be carried up from the well, life is very

Clothes still have to be washed by rubbing
them against a board.
raised in the U.S.?

How can that life ???? born and

Before Liberation, before 1949, did American-born
friends ???? at that time?

Their views were
C2uTieto the U.S.

The earliest immiqrants
This is for you to study ????? The

very earliest immigrants they all went back home to have
children, and left them back home to receive an

Many wives didn·t join their husbands, ????
Before it was like this. Tt-!e'~</ rnade

money here and returned to their villages in Guangdong

- 4 -



25(} After getting married, they left their
wives and children in the Cantonese countryside. The
hLtsb 2nlj-::; c:·;;-;\1112 ba.ck to l,....i(:)t- k , arid af tl2t- c'i f et~J "/eEti--S the~/
wen~ back again. The first time they went back they'd
have one or two children. Then after 10 years they'd g~
back again and have another one or two children.
led that kind of life. The money they earned was sent
back to await them when they retired, they'd retire in
China. In the earliest time,they led this kind of
li'f2~ What about later? Some wives were brought out.
I know quite a number of wives who were brought out and
had children here. When these children reached school

people were like that.
G:!: 'rrrrrrrrr

l"iany

A: Now, for example, I know people in their fifties and
sixties, and many of them went back to China for an
edLt'=.~ftion a

Q: F~obi n Lau>
???? that Robin Lau of Cathay Bank.

A; He was like that. His siblings, brother and sister,
270 were all born here, and went to China for their

So for a time this was very common, because
at that time the Overseas Chinese all felt that
education in China was very good, and everyone went
back=- Later there were also some who graduated from
colleges in China and came back to the U.S. for graduate
studies. After the war~ everyone went back. ~<Jhenthe
war ended, after the war ended, we students all hurried
bac k ,
Everyone did that?

A: At that time we knew those students who came here to
study. When we graduated, M.A.'s, Ph.D.'s, Whatever, we
all went back to China to teach.

Q: What about after the war?
Things were different after this ??????? So nc)v·j v"J8

??????? ~rom Taiwan, from the mainland, from Hong Kong.
They all won't go back because the Communists have taken
over the mainland, so after the Communists took the
mainland, I think there are very few who want to go
back, whether they're born in the U.S. or born in China.
There are practically none. One or two go back, now one

They ????, and go back there to teach
ErioLis.h ,
\rJCt- k •

There aren't any who really go back there to

Q: The people who used to send their children to China for
education -- did they ever say that they hoped their
children would return to stay by them after finishing
2.cho(Jl .~.j

A: As it turned out, the war broke out, and they all
returned to the U.S. ???????? Once the war broke out,
everyone hurried back. Then
back after the war, and then

They lrJent
after the Communists went

5



in, they all came back again.
now the American-born ?????

You shouldn't say that
Now in China we ??????,

everyone wants to come to the U.S. Now ?????????? We
Everyone wants to ?????????, but it's

not possible now. They only permit 20,000, 20,000
it, Hong Kong wants it,
it's not possible.mainland also wants it, so

Q: Earlier, in 1937, when you came to the U.S., did you sSe
any American movies?
I did then. Why? Because +-.--...l....'.....i1\ •H.

Were those children"s movies?
It was because the children wanted to

qo. The two of us weren't interested in movies or in
:--•..--!r-.,.:-~

:" :" :" :" '!II Our life consisted of reading books, and watching
TV occasionally, all day long.
wa t.c h l-t/ ~

O' He doesn't watch anything either?

Even now we still don"t

He doesn't watch TV, and now the only one ????
USC football team. Besides that, he doesn"t watch TV.
When the children were young, he couldn't lead our kind
o°Y: 1iie. You had to take them out on Sunday afternoon
to the park for a walk, Saturday, not every week. They
also wanted to see movies. How can you bring up
children by making them sit there all day reading books?
That"s impossible.

Q: What language do you speak with your children?
We speak either Foochow dialect or English.

350 speak English? ????????????

Control ???????? He was on the ShIP, aboard the ship.
At that time we sailed on ships. ??????? He couldn't
get along with the other children, and when we saw this,
we thought we should take him to the U.S. Then

360 ????????, like other people, so we quickly let him go.
???? they don't even speak the Chinese they learned.
It was very quick.

•.... "
ro. One was two years old, the other was four .
Q" Then you hurriedly brought them back?
A: We hurriedly brought them back. So being parents ?????,

so we went to see movies. ??????? always took the
children to see them.
Did you ever see SO-Galled Chinese in the movies, or
Ch in2'32 '?'?'?'??

P. : There were very few then. For example, at that time
????, but we didn"t go sing.

D: When ???????
A" To him, of course ?????

At that time we always brought the
children to see movies.

6
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{\."no Cl-f Cour:':.::;e ,j When you think of it, they were still acting
Chinese.

D: But they portrayed Chinese, whites portrayed Chinese.
But could you tell from their speech and other things
?'?'??'?
Of course you couldn't say that.

There wasn"t much ~iscrimination in the
I think it's proper.

Prope:"-?
It:ts f~)t-OP'zt-u
Cn i ne":::;"e'??"-;:-'??

Of course at that time they
There were also Chinese at

di drr " t LtSe

that time who
were born and raised in the U.S. When we first came
there was a movie s~ar ?????
Did you know her?
"lies, I di d a

Did you ever see her movies?
I saw some, but not many.
??????? what did she act?
Of course she was the leading lady_
What kind of roles did she play?
I can"t remember now.
That's not to say that it was a very important part. As
for movie stars now, ??????, so Chinese are so ?????????

Chinese aren"t so stupid.
How did Americans portray Chinese?
Before, for instance, we saw that ???? or whatever. The
???? in Chinatown, he used to set ??? image, and portray
the Chinese as mys~erlous. This ??? whatever, I've see
evejr').rth i rig u

01-.'":'
II:

At that time, ??????? was also old. It ~"'Jasupa et t i nq
then, but at that time that was how Amerlcans thought
Chine";:;elrJere=
Then you've seen all kinds of movies?
At that time ??? We knew ????? very well here, and we
also discussed this question. They also went to ?????
Among your friends or their children, ???????
I don"t think there's any.

(End of Tape 4, Side A)

They didn't say ??????????
Thev always ?????? like this?
We and other Chinese joined this
well you spoke English, you ????????, you ???????
d i -F -F el-- eli 1:: .. So I think Chinese needn't be ashamed to be

????????? ?????? to appreciate Chinese. l'l,..,"I-'
to now I"m very pleased. Why? Like us, at home we ????

7



this engineer, the Chinese Engineers' Society.
You can't say we ????, so we ??????????

also a Chinese Society in ??????? There are doctors,
and professors have also formed one. ???? Chinese

Actually Chinese still feel Chinese
and want to get together. Here we also have Chinese

Q: What about in work ????????
040 A: That doesn"t matter, I think, ~or Chinese.

formed here, so we'll have to see, what's good about
oLCfi t S '??~I'-;:.
What kinds of jobs do you think are the best? Ideal
j C~t~'3?

A: In our time, when we got our children, at that time
E-?\ie-F-'.~../or!e f .:::1t; tr-i at; ";::.tLi.d~'Iin iJ ':;1= i enc e !;\]2.S best ~ SC} v-J8

encouraged our children to study science. So my
daughter ????, and her children are studying engineering
and computer science. They're all going into science

Of course now it's also easy for accountants to
(Jetjobs.
Then do you encourage your children to study

Do, i. You have to ??????? a certain course, that you can make
???? get a job. Now you study those ???? My husband
studied for a Ph.D. in education. He got a job all
right~ but I got my Ph.D. ??? I didn"t get a job. T r.l.T I
knew I was going to be here, I would have studied other
sci erlce 0: You've got to study something that can
provide, create a job.
in education or literature, yOU don't have this,
can't find a job.
When you were teaching and studying here, how many????
Chinese ??? were there?

A: To tell the truth, there were very ~ew
At the time of ??? looking for jobs in

Q: What about a couple of your associates?
A: When I was studying SOCiology, there were none,

b ass i c a I I ':1 IiorH2#

Q: Oh? Then why did you study????
It was relatively ???~?

080

came over here, there was no chance to study science.
This ????, I originally was his ???? After a few
years, after I got married, I stopped studying and
forgot it, forgot ???? You have to go on the
beginning, you can't just go on. ????? But sociology,
????? How can you study ????? Then you have to go to
c o l l eq a , ?~.~?"?~?'7"? So I t!~ok ~.OCiDlogyu I V-Jd.S cmLy a
mother, a housewife. I took something easy.
Were there very few Chinese like yourself studying for a

8



A:
F' i-; .. :D ($ t h ~-:\t; ~,,~~':::1. ~'I/'7
There were hardly any. ??????? Now studying ???????
I had nothing to do, so I studied.
a very close American-born friend.

???? I had a friend,
She said that her

mother was still alive, in northern California. She
SJ3id, IiI f,..•..j21-!t t.O '32e mv mother Q\/E::r- a oLtple of -t~\~=::~r!t"i'
years(?). ???? doing nothing all day long. She doesn't
krl0itJ Er~l;(ii '3t'l, can't. ret'td r;:"'?r;:I'f';J j ust; doi rig nothi rIg .. " HO-i..,:.J

can anybody do that? I can'ti I have to do something.
100 I'm glad I still ???? as before. As my husband went to

??? to teach, I again had no right ??? his class. The
U.S. military club -- we just lived there and ate three
!Tiea.l-:; in ·tlleir- cc;;.-Fetei:-ia,J$ Fa n sLl v I c ou Ldn+t sst and .i t; ,
I'm lucky ???? I cooked myself. ???? electric stove,
electric skillet in the bedroom. Each apartment had a
refrigerator, but there was no stove. ???? Everyday I

110 cooked my meals, go with a bag to do my shopping. I
could go every day, and it didn't matter if I had to
take the bus. American servicemen ???? didn't have to
pay to take the bus, ????? In the morning I go to
r-•......-;.......,,~•. -".--.
:' .; :' ;' ;" ~."'- When I came back I could cook. ...·{OLl ha -,~e t o get

I go, I went to the
120 library. At that time I was still teaching, so we had

many books. At that time we always had ten or more
books. At night ???? there was a radio, and we"d listen
to the army broadcasts. ???? That came only one in a
half '?'?'?'?'? We also had TV~ and I watched it. VOLt ~ \/2

got to have something to do.
0: You got your Ph.D. in 1952?
A: In 1.'7'5:2"

Then you immediately started teaching?
Before that I was already teaching.
from China in 1947.

Q: Oh, you started teaching when you got your Master~s.
My Master's, but I continued my course in ????

Q: I thought you had to have a Ph.D. be~ore you could
teach.

A: I just taught a little ???? part-time, school time job.
????? Just now you were asking what the Chinese studied.
Chinese are very practical, and the subjects they study
have to ???????, have to be able to make money, have to
be able to get a job. Look at this Chin own college
flair! • The ????? Chinese who came from the mainland.

1-40 0' Your parents ?????
A: My parents? My mother passed away when I was 4 years

old. A year or two after I got married my father also
died. So I had to discuss those things with my father,
and he also disagreed. My parents were .•. of course my
father was ... my mother 7???? because at her time, at

15~) If he were alive, irJou.l d r~e
that time, no girl ever studied.
not a mother ???? new market.
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A: Of course when I went all by myself to go to school in
Peking, my father felt it was ????
for two years, and my family called

Q" ~?'-??:?;?'??'7

I studied in Peking

There were no ?????7???? Why did I want to go to
Yenching University? I graduated from Mandarin senior~
high school. At that time there was a ??????? in

We ??? looked down on ??????????????? At
that time colleges were ???7~ male students, no female
students. So if I, a female student, wanted to go to
college, I'd have to go to South China, to another
province. I wouldn·t go to South China University, I
looked down on them. South China was a ???? women's
college.
Orl,. on.
So at that tIme I wouldn"t even ????
missionary college. The church ???? also had their high

a college, but I looked down on
them. ?????? of course that is not to say that my
family encouraged me to go. I came v'Jith
my sister to ???????????? My elder sister helped me
.-..-" ........,.}-,
~. :' :' :' e.

What year did you come here to teach?
1 '7'4 7'_~
:r /1''7
7/ !II I'm no~ very familiar with your system, ????

Of course he went to work right away. I
lectured, I've always lectured.
Even after your Ph.D.?
r·Jo, not; e\ien t.h at , l n thE.lor":l:'l iTJ~•..~ hLtsb-3nd 7:"'?? in "i:Ltl1,
wife ???? part-time. ???? 1949. So I ???? this Chinese
whatever, those people ????????? Afterwards none of
them would go to look for work. Later it was better to

Small college ????
Were they the same as whites, or did they have to work
e;.;b-- a hard?
I saw those ??????????
At that time there weren't many Chinese here. I think
now that's why they wanted to go back.
course the Chinese didn't have talent in ????, people to
teach. People could ??????????? When you first started
you were a lecturer, and after a few years you were a
professor. ????
-?'?"7"? "?"? .-?"?:??

Then what about you yourself? ???????
I don't care what, I study ~or the fun of study. I
hoped for the fun of teaching. This is all ???, extra
'?'?'?? profeS·3ional . I ha\/eno amb i tion. I Nant t.okeep
myself occupied and de something. Work for ••. when my

- 10 -
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A:

life .. then I'm very happy.
How are your students to you?
My students are very nice to me.

Q: Do they like your course?
n.H. My course was very popular.Oh, yes.

popular courses.
(End of Tape 4, Side B)
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