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Chinese name
Ann, Chinn's CAC) parents came from China in
the 19th Century. Father worked as a foreman in
a mining project in Alameda County. Several
children were born there.

Went to San Francisco and lived there till 1906
earthquake.
AC was born in 1901 in Tesla.
Parents never talked much about China.
Later they moved to Dinuba. It was a horse and
buggy days.
Father worked in a mercury mine.
Before going to school children all spoke Chinese
at home.
Family was the only Chinese family in Dinuba
where many Germen stayed.

Father opened a grocery store and restaurant. The
aliens did not own land at that time.
Father's grocery store sold Chinese goods. Father
also had boarding house which housing many
Chinese bachelors. There was a hired cook and
maid.
AC started school in Dinuba where there was no
other Chinese.
AC learned to speak Chinese fluently only after
she got married and moved to San Francisco.

The grocery store had some ginger, rice and some
basic Chinese goods.
Father passed away when children were very young.
Mother worked very hard to support the family.
She took in laundry and raised vegetables and
chickens for sale in Dinuba.
AC remembered seeing a gambling house in the
town.
Only Chinese men gambled. There was always a
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lookout man for the gambling house.

AC graduated from high school in Dinuba and got
married in 1919.
At school, AC and siblings were not well liked.
Chinese students were by themselves.
AC got in the basketball team but couldn't got in
social talk. AC had some bad experiences at
school.
AC's family got along fine with a couple of
German families.

Mother taught Chinese to children. She was self-
taught. Mother hide away from children when she
sang. She was very shy.
AC had an American church style wedding~ Some of
the brothers and sisters had wedding in the court
house.
AC's elder sister had a Chinese wedding. She was
carried on the matchmaker's back to the bridal
wagon. It was before the earthquake. The crying
and singing were held during the ceremony.

There was dawry for daughters.
One son was born in San Francisco. Other children
were born in Stockton.
AC lived on Clay and Kearny Streets. Husband
manufactured trunks.
Chinese did not think Chinese businessman was as
good as American bussinessman. Husband moved to
Stockton and selling watches and had a pawn shop.
They sold the same watches as American merchants
would sell, but the Chinese thought American
merchants' merchandise was better.

Husband sold trunks to both Chinese and non-
Chinese.
Most Chinese were in grocery, laundry, and meat
and fish markets.
Chinese women were shelling shrimps and sewing
buttons.
AC has three children.
There were Chinese women brought to U.S. for
prostitution. They were housed away from
residential area in Chinatown.

The gambling houses in San Francisco were all
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closed to public.
Husband was born in China and came to U.S. with
his parents when he was 8 years old. Parents had
a potato farm. Husbandgrew up in Stockton and
San Francisco. He learned the watch repairing
business.
AC met her husband in church. Shortly after WWI,
he closed up the pawn shop due to lack of
business.

Husband came to San Francisco and worked in the
Jackson Cafe as a cashier in Chinatown.
AC lived in San Francisco when young. Later came
back to San Francisco after getting married and
lived on Pacific Street.
The rent for a whole flat was $89 a month. There
were about 5 to 6 families lived iri one floor and
shared a community kitchen.

Some Chinese girls worked in the Chinatown
telephone exchange.
AC worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad.

End of Tape 1 Side A

Tape 1 Side B

Blank
AC worked for the Southern Pacific Railroad.
AC was one of the only two Chinese workers during
the War time. She was shoved around from job to
job. She was even a messenger once.

AC worked there for 8 years. AC quitted the job
without retirement pansion. AC got less than one
dollar an hour.
After that AC took children in at home and took
care of children. She also worked in the grocery
store.
AC was always working.

During the World War II, husband was semi-retired
and the family needed some financial help. Hus-
band supported his brother who just came from
China. AC and daughter worked and supported the
family.
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AC seldom wrote letters and seldom visited her
silblings because they didn't have money to
travel around.
During the WWII, AC worked for her sister Elaine
Chow, for seven years in Los Angeles between
12th and Olympic Blvd. Business was alright.

AC came to Los Angeles with her daughter. Sons
were in service.
At that time daughter was about 25 years old.
She helped a lady shipping goods. She lived with
her daughter.
Daughter worked in the wholesale produce market.
AC didn't live close to Chinatown and didn't have
much time visiting Los Angeles Chinatown.
AC also worked in the produce market after the
War.

AC worked in the war industry during the WVJII.
Both daughter and AC worked in the same shipyard
factory. AC explained the working condition.

AC and daughter supported themselves while
husband sent money back to China to support his
brothers.
AC's brother-in-laws left for China to live. The
life was much easier in China. Husband wanted to
return to China, but because he came in with a
false paper and was afraid that he won't be able
to return to U.S. AC didn't want to go back to
China where she didn't know anyone.
Didn't visit Chinatown Los Angeles as often.
AC worked for a Chinese owned produce market.
Many Mexican workers there too.

AC started working from six o'clock in the
morning and got off around noon.
The farmers brought the produce to the market.
Some Chinese farmers brought in Chinese vege-
tables.
AC worked 8 hours in the factory. It was hard
work and didn't have to go to Chinatown.
AC's landlord was a Frenchman.

AC was proud of being a Chinese.
Mother was a good baker and baked bread and
cakes.
End of Tape 1 Side B
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AC ate Chinese food at home. Mother was the only
one wore Chinese clothes. Later she wore
American.
Mother didn't have to say anything to them when
she want them leave the room whenever there was a
visitor~ She just gave them a look.

AC didn't feel any difference being a Chinese.
All AC's children went to Chinese school in
Stockton. They didn't read and write but could
speak Chinese. Grandchildren could only under-
stand Chinese but didn't speak any word.
AC's mother always gave them some Chinese herbs,
so they never got sick.

Never ate food with herbs in it.
Seldom went to movies. Didn't go to Chinese opera
because she wouldn't understand it anyway.
AC played mahjong once and lost money. After that
she never played the game.
AC didn't care for movies.
Didn't celebrate Chinese holidays because she did
not know the customs. Mother used to make special
food for Chinese New Year.

AC lived on Clay Street in San Francisco China-
town, but never participated any activities.
Children were in the drum corps in Stockton.
Husband belonged to Chinn Family Association.
He gave donation to the Association annually.
AC never went to Chung Wah(CCBA).

AC gave party when her children were born. It was
a buffet party.
AC went to church. She had her wedding at a
hotel.
Mother never worships ancester. She burned paper
money when father passed away.
AC didn't send money back to China. She didn't
have any relatives in China.
Jewish people are the same as Chinese people in
doing business.

In the old days, matchmaking in marriage was
popular. Sister got married through matchmaking.
All AC's children went to public school.
Some Chinese did send children to Chinese school,



Interviewee: Ann Chinn

Contents (cont'd)

Page: __~6 _
Tape: 2 Side A

Time
Segment Summary

6

7

8

9

10

Counter
Number

202-208

209-222

223-226

227-230

231-239

240-254

255-261

262-271

272-274

275-300

301-304

305-320

321-329

330-334

335-369

370-415

416-430

but some didn't care to do so.
It was cheaper to live in China. Many Chinese
return to China to live.

Chinese parents all hoped that children would
not follow their hard labor job.
Chinese were not able to get any job in the
early days.

Children did not get to go to college too much,
because the War broke up.
During the Depression AC's husband lo~ their
potato farm and business.
Chinese women did cut potatos before planting
them.
All the workers belonged to the union and got
pretty good pay.
AC worked in the cannery for curiosity for one
summer.
Very small percentage of Chinese worked in the
cannery in Stockton. There were not many Chinese.

AC got only 2 cents a tray of twelve cans. Some-
time they worked in the evening. The canne~y
workers worked really fast and made good money.
The workers had children. They hired children
taker to take care of two or three children.
AC looked after friends' children and got a
couple dollars a day for each child. Women made
good money in the cannery.

AC worked in the cannery in 1914. There was no
union. She got low pay.
AC stopped working after the children were born.
She started working again when the children
graduated from grammar school.
AC worked a little before getting married. Mother
took care of them, they didn't have to work.
Mother raised chicken, rabbit, and vegetables
to support 10 children.

Mother went to Bakersfield and opened an egg farm
in 1919. She sold the eggs to everyone. The farm
was operated by mother and two brothers. The egg
company's name was Valley Egg Company. It was now
run by AC's nephews.
They hired not only Chinese to work in the farm.
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Mother was a really good businesswoman.

Later they had more land and also raised cotton.
Mother passed away about thirty years ago.
They used to buy eggs from other farms.

End of Tape 2 Side A
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They bought the little chiks from other farms.
Mother bought a lot of farm land before she
passed away. The farms did not turn into egg
farm until mother passed away.
They used to take Greyhound bus to visit Bakers-
field.

AC never sewed button holes. Her friends worked
in the sewing factory. The working condition was
bad in the early days. It was a long hour job.
They brought children to the factory and tied
them to the machine, so they would not run away.
They could not afford babysitter.
Husband thought that children came first, so AC
did not work.

San Francisco Chinatown was so different than the
small town where AC came from. The food was
cheap. SO cents for a cream roll, 15 cents a loaf
of bread, 15 cents a quart of milk, and 30 cents
to buy food for a meal. But the wage was low.
AC used to call the restaurant downstairs, and
they delivered the whole meal for 35 cents. Most
of the customers in the restaurants were Chinese.

There were many curior stores in Chinatown.
Chinatown was always crowded.
Chinese wore American clothes in Chinatown.
Never went to family association activities.
On and off AC would go to church where both
Cantonese and English were used.
There were all small stores in Los Angeles
Chinatown. Some businessmen's fmailies lived
in Chinatown.

AC went to Chinatown for shopping.
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There was no laundry in Old Chinatown. There were
small restaurants.
AC visited Chinatown alone. Her daughter had
different working hours.
The fish sold in Chinatown was fresh.

AC talked about her experience during the 1906
San Francisco earthquake and in the camp.

AC's family lived on Washington Street before the
earthquake.
Father died and family moved to Dinuba. Mother
bought four houses. They lived in one and rented
others to the gamblers.
Their house got burned down, family moved to
another house. Mother managed very well.

Father was a foreman and never talked much about
China. He passed away when AC was very young.

End of Tape 2 Side B
End of Interview
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