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Side A

Howald are you?
80.
You were born in China, is that right?
That's right.
You were born i.nHoiping, China?
In IlLienwei lill , Hoiping.
Oh , Lienwei Li., When did you COLle to the U. S. ?
1922.
wny did you come to the U. S. ?
My husband brought me over. He came together with a daughter and a
son. The daughter was five and the son was eight.
You also had a clan-nephew , is that correct?
b'illl.

wnat did you come here for?
I came here because my man want ed to bring me here. 17 days after I
got here the child was born.
Wnere did you live?
In Gim Ring Lung • number 320. Because the baby was born,
we were afraid that the police might come check, so we moved out of
our home and stayed elsewhere for four days.
Is that where you were living? That was the home of Szeto Lam

, right?
r-imm, we rented a place.
How was Street?
There was a church next door. they taught adults there.
A church?
}fmm. The ground was mud, the street was dust and sand. I took the
children out to play.
OK, who else lived in that house besides yourselves?
Second Aunt Kwan Kit-fun • Second Uncle, and four kids. There
was also maternal grandmother and her family. A wooden house.
Did anyone live next door?
There was the church. On this side was Dolly's mother and
mother-in-law, Kwan Soong-cheuk's family, Kwan Kit, etc.
You spoke Cantonese at home, right?
Hoiping dialect.
You don't speak Cantonese?
No, I only speak Hoiping Chekhom
You don't speak English?
No, I don't.

dialect.

Hhat kind of business was your f a.the r=Ln+Law in?
He worked in a restaurant.
And what; kind of business was Kam Hing Lung in?
He had a sundries store.
And you lived behind it?
We lived dow~stairs, and my father-in-law lived upstairs.
Was business good at Kam Hing Lung?
There was some business.
What sort of people came to buy the sundries?
Chinese and whites, both.
What did they sell?
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They sold , salted black beans. jujubes. honeyed dates,
persimmon cakes, vermicelli, canned goods, bamboo shoots, rice,
buds and mushrooms.
Where did these products come from?
China.
Has business at Kam Ring Lung good?
Not very good. Nost of the goods were used by

lotus

Way were used to make ladders?
:tvTmm, we made ladders so that it wou Ld be easier for young children to
get up there.
Wnat was your husband in charge of?
Re was the proprietor of Kam Ring Lung,he guaranteed it.
What was the name of the restaurant run by your father-in-law, Kwan
Soong Chin?
Tsui Far Low
Was business there good?
Yes,
What kind of people patronized it?
Nastly Chinese. There were whites too, but they were a minority.
?? 10 cents for salted fish with pork, 5 cents for a bowl of rice.
Eggs we re very cheap, right? Rice at 5¢ a bowl? Salted fish with
pork at lO¢?
Mmm, they made 60 large plates of that a day.
Row big was the restaurant? How many tables could it hold?
The restaurant? It could hold thirty-odd tables.
In those days. that would be considered large?
Hmm ,
Did any "lhites come in the evenings to eat?
Yes, yes. There were Mexicans and Filipinos.
~fhites came to eat? Row was it?

was pushed down the stairs, he bullied us Chinese.
Bullied Chinese? Were there frequent fights and people eating
without paying?
Hmm , they I d call us damn Chinks and bully us. They beat
people till their heads were split open.
Did whites eat without paying?
Some paid. some didn't, some Mexicans didn't pay, so there'd be
fights and people would fall down the stairs.
At that time was Tsui Far Low upstairs. on the second floor?
fi1lL1TI •

~Vhat went on downstairs?
There was a goldsmith's downstairs. It was run by Wong Tsik
Hhat kind of people worked at Tsui Far Low?
Chinese. They were all Chinese.
Were those people married?
They weren't married, most were single. Only the boss was married.
Were most of the workers your relatives?
M~1TI,relatives. The foreigners often bullied us nd broke people's
heads.
Was it like this in every restaurant?
Everyone. There were three restaurants, Nan Jen Low ~ Lok
Koon Low , and in each one people would fight after eating
and not paying, and heads would be broken.

232 Q: How old we re you when you got married?
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Sixteen. I got engaged when I was nine.
Here you arranged by a matchmaker?
Yes, by two matchmakers.
When you got engaged, was your husband in China?
He came to our house to marry me, but my father refused.
At what age did he plan on getting married?
Tennish, twelve, thirteen, I can't remember.
Hhat did your father and mother do in China?
My father had a sundries store.
How did your father get to know your father-in-law?
They were introduced bya matchmaker.
Did you have to throw a banquet when you got married?
Yes, we had to give a banquet and put up three sheds (?)
Then a lot of people were invited?
The entire village. and also people from the next village.
How old were you when you were engaged?
Nine.
What about your husband?
My husband was three years older than me, he was twelve.
How old was he when he came to the U. S • ?
Sixteen.
And how old was he when he went; back to China?
Twenty.
On what day did you get married?
Twelfth month, twenty-first day, and on the twenty-second we
worshipped the ancestors.
After you got married, when did your husband return to the U.S.?
He left before our eldest daughter was a month old. When she was 18
days old, our eldest daughter went back with her father,
~fuen you got married, was your father-in-law home?
He was. They came back together, and then they all returned to the
U.S. together.
Your husband returned to the U.S. after you got married. Wnen did he
come back again?
He came back four years later and took us to the U.S.
Oh. four years? Your eldest daughter was four years old then?
Yl111.'1l. he came back for the Chinese New Year. Our eldest daughter was
almost five years old.
And then he brought you to the U. S.? That was in 1922?
VlTIlIl1 •

So when you came to the U.S., your husband came with you?
Yes.
How long did you live ?
Overnight. One night. The baby was born as soon as we went on
board.
How long had you been on the ship before the baby was born?
17 days. ??
How many women were there in Chinatown at that time?
Nine women, eleven, two came later.
Wnere did the Chinese live?
All Chinese lived in Chinatow~.
Did you have your own house?
No.
Then where did you live'?



348 A: I was at Kam Hing Lung.
349 Q: HmV' much was the rent?

A: Forty dollars.
350 Q: Forty dollars for the store?
351 A: The store was another thirty. Including the house it was seventy

dollars.
Em" many rooms we re there?
There was one large room upstairs and two rooms downst aLr s .
\-]a8it hard to rent a house?
Yes.
~fuat kinds of problems did you have?
Chinese don't like to live in white neighborhoods.
Most of you didn't live in houses, did you?
In stores, all the buildings in Chinatown were stores.
~.;rerethere any houses?
There were a few, four.
~lliatwere the houses in Chinatow~ like?
They were wooden, only one storey. The stores were two stories.
v[~at kinds of businesses were there in Chinatown?
They sold soda, candies, Chinese sewing notions, etc.
Were there any laundries?
No~
Oh, no laundries. Were there restaurants?
Yes, there were those three.
Were there sundries stores?
There was one sundries store in
Were there gambling parlors?
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,and one sold rice gruel

Yes.
How many were there?
There was HCheung Kee

JI
," "Shun On ," and "Fung Ngyu

~'bat kind of people went to the gambling parlors?
Chinese. There were also the , and the Japanese.
So Chinese, Japanese and Pilipinos went to gamble?
Mmm.
"\,Jasbus iness good?
They had no business.
No business? Didn't the
Very little. Those

gambling parlors do good business?
made a lot of money.

Dh, there were ?
Hmm, the did good business every day; the gambling parlors
only did good business at Chinese New Year's.
~fuat did the Chinese women do?
They sorted walnuts, spinach, tomatoes and strawberries.
Did they go to the market to sort them?
Hmm, but they walnuts were sent to their homes for sorting.
How many dollars for sorting 100 1bs.?
6¢ per lb. They were divided into seven grades.
How much did they pay you for 100 lbs.?
$2-plus.
Did you ever do that?
Yes.
Did you do it for a long time?
Six or seven years.
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How did you find time to do that?
I carried the children on my back while I did it.
How many children did you have?
Nine.
~fuatdid the single Chinese men do?
Helped the wh Ites to sweep, do laundry, wash floors, ete.
How many children do you have?
Nine.

(End of Side A)
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Q: When your children were born, did you have "one-monthil banquets?
A: The first one was in Tsui Far Low , We had them f or both our sons.
Q:
A:
Q:
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Q:
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Q:
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Q:
A:
Q:
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Was that also in Tsui Far Low?
It was at home. About 11 tables.
Did you worship the gods at home?
Yes.
Did your kids go
They used to go.
11m asking about
Yes.

to church?
Now I don1t know~

the past. Did they use to go to church?

Did you join any associations?
We joined the CACAo
~Vas there a Lung Kong Association at that time?
Yes.
Did you also join the Lung Kong Association?
~illIill.

Was the Lung Kong an association of surnames?
Yes, Lau, Kwan, Cheung and Chiu.
How muc~ did each person pay each year to
Each year? Some gave $10, some gave $20.
What kind of activities were there?

the association?

A banquet at the Chinese New Year to usher in the spring, and the
"opening of incense" in the ninth month.
"\>Jhatis the "operri.ng of the incense?"
Worshipping the gods, worshipping the ancestors. The birthdays of
the Laus, Kwans~ Cheungs and Chius.
Wnat else was there at the New Year?
At New Year's, people lit firecrackers and performed lion dances.
Everyone killed chickens and paid New Year visits.
Did you pay New Year's visits to every house?
HllL'11.

What did you do?
We gave out red packets We gave them to their children, and
they gave them to our children.

040 Q: Did you go to see any shows?
A: Yes.

042 Q: ~"here did you go see them?
A: At I went with the children.

043 Q: Did you go frequently?
A: I went often. They performed once every two weeks.

OLf6 Q: Did you go see Arne rLcan movies?
A: Yes. Sometimes.

048 Q: Did the kids go too?
A: The kids went too.

050 Q: Did you have more Chinese friends or American friends?
A: Chinese.
Q: Did you have any American friends?
A: None.

052 Q: \\Terethere any blacks around at that time?
A: Yes.
Q: Did you have any black friends?
A: One of our relatives married a black woman.

026 Q:
A:

030 Q:
A:

037 Q:
A:
Q:
A:
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002 Q: "hThenyour children were born, did you have "one.-mont h" banquets?
A: The first one was in Tsui Far Lm,7. He had them for both our sons.

005 Q: Was that also in Tsui Far Low?
A: It was at home. About 11 tables.

011 Q: Did you worship the gods at home?
A: Yes.

012 Q: Did your kids go to church?
A: They used to go. Now I don't knov ,

013 Q: 1'm asking about the past. Did they use to go to church?
A: Yes.

015 Q: Did you join any associations?
A: We joined the CACAo

017 Q: ~vas there a Lung Kong Association at that time?
A: Yes.
Q: Did you also join the Lung Kong Association?
A : Hri'illl •

018 Q: Was the Lung Kong an association of surnames?
019 A: Yes, Lau, Kwan, Cheung and Chiu.
020 Q: How much did each person pay each year to the association?

A: Each ye.ar? Some gave $10, some gave $20.
022. Q: What kind of activities were there?

A: A banquet at the Chinese New Year to usher in the spring, and the
"opening of incense" in the ninth month.
What is the "opening of the incense?"
\o.Jorshippingthe gods, worshipping the ancestors. The birthdays of
the Laus , Kwans , Cheungs and Chius.
wnat else was there at the New Year?
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At New Year's, people lit firecrackers and performed
Everyone killed chickens and paid New Year visits.
Did you pay New Year's visits to every house?
Hmm.
What did you do?
We gave out red packets

, .J..lon dances.

We gave them to their children, and
they gave them to our children.

040 Q: Did you go to see any shows?
A: Yes.

042 Q: T,,jheredid you go see them?
A: At I went with the children.

043 Q: Did you go frequently?
A: I "lent often. They performed once every two weeks ,

046 Q: Did you go see American movies?
A: Yes. Sometimes.

048 Q: Did the kids go too?
A: The kids went too.

050 Q: Did you have more Chinese friends or American friends?
A: Chinese.
Q: Did you. have any American friends?
A: None.

052 Q: Were there any blacks around at that time?
A: Yes.
Q: Did you have any black friends?
A: One or our relatives married a bla,ck woman.



056 Q: Was that black woman nice?
A: Yes. My husband often drove the children there to play, and

cooked for them.
058 Q: How much did Chinese make in those days?

A: Some made $26, some $20.
062 Q: Only $26 a month? What did they do?

A: They did laundry.
Q: How much did they make each month in the restaurant?
A: Also $20. Dishwashers and waiters all made $20.

064 Q: What about the cooks?
A: Cooks made $30. The ones washing glasses made $5 a month.

069 Q: f,{erethey full-time employees?
A it t1mm.

071 Q: \~at year was this?
A: 1922, 1925, 1926.

073 Q: It wasn't until later that wages went up?
A: Later they increased to $40 or $50.

075 Q: How much did Chinese make in 1932?
A: By then it was $70, $70 for cooks, $40-50 for waiters.

079 Q: \;Ji.'!endid you go back to China?
080 A: In 1932.

,
sne

083 Q: ~rhy did you go back to China?
A: I went back to see my mother-in-law. I brought the children to see

their grandmother.
087 Q: How many people went back?

A: Twelve. An uncle, my husband and I, and a nephew.
095 Q: Em; were things in the U.S, when you went back in 1932?

A: Em,T were things? There were no jobs.
098 Q: A lot of people didn1t have jobs?

A: ~Lllm,a lot of people didn't have jobs.
Q: Then what did they do?
A: A lot of people went home to farm, and came back after a few years.

101 Q: How long did you stay in China?
A: I went back in 1932, and returned to the D.S. in 1939.
Q: Why did you come back?
A: The Japanese planes bombed Chekhom and they bombed our village. Hy

mother-in-la1;" told us to come back.
w~at did you do in China at that time?
I farmed.
Did you want to do that?
I dug ,and dug taro roots.
Did you have to do that when you went back?
No. I used to do that, I had to do that before I came to the U.S.
What did you do when you returned to China from the U.S.?
I took care of the ki9s.
Were they born in the village?
Yes.
Did you have any maids ?
We had three maids.
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How many houses did you have?
Three. One building, seven stores in Chekhom market town.
~vhen you were in the U. S., did you send money back to China?
Yes, we sent money back to support my mother-in-law.
Howmany times each year did yo~ send it?



Four times.
Did you send any money back to buy land?
No. ~ve only bought it after we went back.
You bought land after you went back to China?
}LTilll ..

Did you have to bring a lot of money with you Hhen
China from the U.S.?

A: We brought a lot. 90 pieces of luggage.
152 Q: Did you bring a gifts back to China for your friends?

A: Yes ..
Q: Hhat did you give them?
A: Rice, cereals, dried shrimp, laver, money.

Hhat did you bring money back to China for?
We bought a building in Canton, four stories high.

Q: -V!hendid your f arhe r+Ln+Law buy his house?
A: When they were tearing down Old Ch i.na t own , After it was torn down ,

we had no place to live and had tobuy a new place, $2,000.
Q: ~lliendid you build ???

It had just been completed when World War II started.
Q: After World War II you went into the restaurant business?
A: HlTI.TIl. From World liJarII until now.
Q: During the war, did you donate any money for national salvation and

for refugee relief?
A: Yes, at that time
Q: There was a llbowl of rice movement" at that time, right?
A: Hmm,
Q: How much did you give?
A: Several hundred dollars. We gave frequently.
Q: Chinese used to prefer sons, right?
A: Yes, everyone liked sons.
Q: vJhat about your father-in-law?
A: Hy f athe.r+Ln+Law was fondest of sons.
Q: You had seven daughters in a rov, right?
A: ~&im, seven daughters.
Q: How· was he when the first: son was born?
A: He was very happy. He didn't sleep for several nights.
Q: Oh?
A: IA/nen the second was born he gave banquets for a week at

223 Q: There wa s also a lot of food when the second son lias born?
A: There we re already a hundred-odd tables for the first one, and even a

fe,v dozen more for the second one.
How was he when the first grandson was born?
He was so happy his shoes came off and hecouldn' t sleep.
Did the ones born in the u.s. eventually go back to China to get
married or did they get married in the u.5.1
In the U.S. Before there were people who returned to China to get
married. Now there are very few.
Did those who went back to get married also get introduced by
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matchmakers?

How much did the matchmakers charge?
Several dollars, two taels of silver; later it was 20. 100. I hear
it's more than that now. Some people with money gave gold chains or
gold bracelets to the matchmakers as souvenirs.



Did that black
No. She
they

Q: A penny? One
A: Mmm.

288 Q: Did the business cater to blacks?
A: There were blacks. Japanese, Pilipinos, and also Chinese.

292 Q: ~llierewas the store at that time?
A: In the In the the police couldn't go there.

298 Q: wnat did women use to do besides bringing up the kids?
A: They sorted walnuts.

302 Q: ~v;.latelse did they do?
303 A: They sorted walnuts and made wine.

Q: Made wine to sell?
A: No. They made wine to drink when babies were born.
Q: Oh. they drank it themselves. Did they sell any?
A: Very little.

310 Q: How much per gallon?
A: $6 per gallon.

312 Q: ~Yhat kind of wine was it?

254 Q:
A:

260 Q:
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A:
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A:

275 Q:
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Did some people marry foreigners?
Yes,~but very few. Most married Chinese.
Would you be happy if your children married foreigners?
No.
\~Thy?
It's inconvenient to talk to them, and I'm afraid they'll drift away ,
What happened to that Uncle Soong Sik who married a foreigner?
He needed her to help with the work. He already had a wife back
home.

woman use to wo rk in a laundry?
Outside they washed and ironed clothes. inside

They took clothes in for washing, a penny??
penny for one pair?

A:
315 Q: Did your children study any Chinese?

A: Yes, they all studied. They studied in a Chinese school.
323 Q: Why did you want; your children to study Chinese books?

A: That way they would know Chinese.
328 Q: Did you use to want to go back to China?

A: Yes.
332 Q: Did a lot of people go back to China when you did?

A: Nany. Mexico was expelling Chinese.
340 Q: SO when you were going back to China there were a lot of people

returning to China from Mexico?
A: Hmm. There were a few Chinese women from San Francisco, and a few

from L.A.
344 Q: Did something happen to them in Hexic.o?

A: They were expelling Chinese. forcing them to leave. They wouldn't
let Chinese live there.
Would you prefer to be a Chinese or an American?
I've become a citizen now , so I'm an American.
I mean, do you prefer being Chinese or American?
Chinese. My face is Chinese.
You've become a citizen?
I've been a citizen for 24 years.
~vhat kind of wo rk would you like your children to do?
r'd like them to be kind-hearted.
When did you. come out and help' with the restaurant?
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I worked there as soon as it was built.
Did you use to work before?
No, I never worked before the restaurant was completed.
Did a lot of people come to the U.S. from Ying village in Chekhom,
Hoiping?
¥l8.ny>
How many?
There were a hundred-odd from my village.
Oh , a hundred-odd people came, so now there must be several hundred
in the second generation?
}1mm.
\fuy did everyone like to come to the U.S.
It was easier to make money here. If they didn't come, they'd have
to farm back home.
Did Americans discriminate against you Chinese?

Did Americans use to Scare you Chinese?
"res.
How did they scare you?
They would say that Chinese were no good, that Chinese were dirty.
Fnericans w~uld eat without paying.

(End)


